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Art. 1. Whitaker's Vindication of Mary Queen of Scots, concluded : 
See Rev. for December laft, p. 481. 


1% our laft, we accompanied Mr. Whitaker in his review of 
the letters, the fonnets, and the contracts, produced by the 
enemies of Mary, as evidences of her guilt, and faw him * point 
them out,’ to ufe his own words, ‘ with the fure finger of truth, 
to the merited fcorn and derifion of mankind.’ Let us now at- 
tend to his account of the murder of Darnley,—that great event, 
which enabled its contrivers, and the perpetrators of the atro- 
cious deed, to effect at laft the downfall of Mary, fo often before 
attempted in vain. 

The great point which the rebels wifhed to eftablifh, by all 
the forgeries that we have already feen, and others that we hall 
ftill have occafion to notice, was, that Mary had a foreknow- 
ledge of the murder of Darnly, and was confenting toit. It 
occurred to them, that if they could fupprefs the rea/ confeflions 
of the fervants of Bothwell, and others, who had been appre- 
hended and executed as affifting in that murder, and fubftitute 
in their ftead other confeffions, fabricated by themfelves, thofe 
confeffions might thus be made to corroborate and. give an addi- 
tional weight to the evicence conveyed by the letters, which 
they were fully fenfible they greatly ftood in need of, ‘The ate 
tempt was a bold one, confidering that feveral of thofe very per- 
fons had been executed in public (probably before any idea of 
this fecond forgery had occurred to them), and, in the prelence of 
thoufands, had declared, on the fcaffold, that the Queen had no 
knowledge whatever of that murder; confefling, at the {ame 
time, that they had been proffered a full pardon, with other re- 
wards, if they would agree to accufe the Queen of tnat crime,— 
which no temptation would ever induce themtodo, Yer, in 
{pite of thefe public confefions, which could have been vouched 
by multitudes who were ftill alive at the time the forged con- 
feffions were adduced in England in aid of their other evidence, 
the junto (relying on their owa power in Scotland, and the fa- 
vour of Elizabeth in England, to deter any Contrad.ctory evi- 
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dence from being brought forwar: ) determined to make and pre- 
duce thefe pretended confeffions, hele con feffions, however, were 
as carefully concealed from the Commiffioners of Mary, as the 
letters and fonnets, and therefore could not then be refus but 
they have been fince publifhed, fo as to afford an opportunity of 
judging of their merits. Our Author, with his wonted perfpi- 
Cuity, expofes the contradidtions in thefe accounts, the abfurcity 
and the impoffibility of what they aflert for facts, in colours fo 
ftriking, as to make them appear fuch obvious falfehoods, that 
no man, who ever examined them with the fmallef degree of 
attention, could poffibly miftake them for truth. Who was 
the forger of thefe pitiful tales, he does not even attempt to 
difcover; but it is fufficiently plain that it could neither be 
Lethington nor Buchanan, nor any other perfon who was ac- 
quainted with the manners of a court at the time, as they make 
the witnefles (who lived at court) aét and {peak like thofe who 
were only acquainted with the rude manners of the vulgar. Pro- 
bably Murray, who difcovered not the full extent of his plots to 
any one of his aflociates, might on this occafion employ fome 
of his inferior dependents among the Prefbyterian clergy, whofe 
great patron and fupport he at this period affected to be.—It is 
now {carce poffible to read fome piflages of thefe mock con- 
feffions without a fmile.—For example; French Paris, who 
acted as Gentleman Ufher to the Queen, reprefents himfelf as 
coming one morning familiarly into her Majefty’s bed-chamber, 
while fhe was yet in bed, without any of her women with her,— 
as entering into familiar chat with her in that ftate—as after- 
wards taking his breakfaft in the fame apartment, which that 


‘morning happened to be an egg; and while he there breakfafted 


at his eafe, her Majefty even rofe and drefled herfelf before him. 
This is of a piece with other parts of the tale which they tell, 
and which is, in all its circumftances, fo abfurd and ridiculous, 
and fo clearly contradi&ted by well-known fas, that our Au- 
thor, finding no difficulty in completely blafting their credit, 
iweeps them for ever from the fhelf of hiftorical evidence. 

He then enters upon a harder tafk, that of giving a detailed 
account of the rea/ hiftory of the murder of Darnly, in which 
however he acquits himfelf with his ufual dexterity. Ie has 
been long well known that Bothwell performed the horrid deed, 
and that Morton certainly, and Murray probably, were con- 
cerned in the plot. After a long and minute inveftigation of 
circumftances, dark in themfelves, and fcattered through many 
records, widely disjoined from each other, but now drawn to- 
gether, fo as to afford a body of prefumptive evidence, {carcely 
to be refifted, our Author proceeds to give the following fum- 
mary of the whole: 

‘As 
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© As far as we can judge of the matter, the whole difpofition of 
the murderous drama was this: ‘The whole was originally planned 
and devifed, betwixt Elizabeth, Cecil, Morton, and Murray. The 
preparatory part of the execution was to be managed by Murray, 
Morton, and Lethington, with their refpeCtive partifans. But the 
act of fetting fire to the mine, was to be done by Bothwell and his 
partifans, only fome of Bothwell’s were to unite in the previous part, 
and fome of Morton’s at leaft in the final. Hence Morton appears 
to have been no more engaged in fetting fire to the mine, than Both- 
weil was in digging it. Yet the affiftance of Sir James Balfour was 
requifite in the digging; as it was by him, I fuppofe, they engaged 
the owner of the houfe in the plot—fo got admittance for the pre- 
fent work, and fecured an entry for the future. Some of Morton’s 
immediate dependents aifo [Archibald Douglafs] as we fhall foon 
fee, were actually concerned with Bothwell in ietti:g fire to the 
mine. And Elizabeth, we may be certain, was to defend the origi- 
nal and more iniquitous part of the confpirators, Morton and Mur- 
ray, in charging their own murder upon the innocent Mary, and in 
forcing her into a marriage with Bothwell, that they might charge 
her the more effectually.’ 

A plot more atrocious, and diabolical, was perhaps never be< 
fore contrived by man. Yet the proofs ‘of this plot, as far as 
regards Murray and Morton, are clear and undeniable; and the 
prefumptions againft Elizabeth, from her preceding and future 
condudt, are fuch as leave a ftrong conviction on the mind. 
It is plain, indeed, that fhe, as well as the other parties con- 
cerned, have {pared no pains to fupprefs all the direc? evidences of 
the fact; and as they had the whole governing power in their 
hands for many years afterward, they have been not a little fuc- 
cefsful in their attempts; many important papers concerning 
this bufinefs, which are well known to have exifled at the time, 
cannot be found, and, probably, were entirely deflroyed. Yet, 
though they have been fingularly fuccefsful in fecreting many pa- 
pers, all will not zow avail them, The force of collateral evidence, 
from cizcumftances which they have not been able to advert to, 
when brouzht forward by the fagacious induftry of a Whitaker, 
is fuch, as muff fink their names for ever in that gulf of infamy, 
which never fails, fooner or later, to overwhelm the guilty, 

The maft exceptionable action of Mary’s life was, without all 
difpute, her marrying Bothwell; and Mr. Whitaker has now 
placed that procedure in avery diferent light from that in which 
it has been reprefented by hiftorians. Hitherto they have all 
concurred in admitting that Mary had a fincere aff &ion for 
Bothwell; that fhe concerted with him the plan of being in- 
tercepted and carried off by him, between Linlithgow and Edin- 
burgh ; and that ber confinement in the caftie of Dunbar was a 
voluntary confinement, where fhe gave a loofe, for a time, tothe 
free indulgence of her voluptuous defires,. Even Stuart, though 
he attempts to vindicate Mary ia other refpeéts, admits all thefe 
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circumftances as fa&t; and in defcribing her conduct in this fup- 
poled voluptuous retreat, indulges his fancy without reftraint, 
and paints a brothel fcene with the warmeft tints of a libidinous 
imagination. But doubtlefs, if it could be proved that Mary 
was capable of a¢ting as he has been pleafed to reprefent her on 
this occafion, it would give fuch a weight to the accufations 
brought againft her, as could not be invalidated but by the 
moft dire& proofs to the contrary. But fo far is her prefent 
champion from finding any folid argument in fupport of Mary’s 
fondnefs for Bothwell, that he fees not the fhadow of its moft 
diftant probability. On the contrary, he finds prefumptions, 
ftrong enough to convince him, that at this very time fhe was 
particularly difgufted at Bothwell. Indeed the difparity of their 
years alone is fufficient to invalidate the hypothefis of thofe who 
reprefent Mary as defperately in love with him, were no other 
proof of it to be found. Her accufers, however, have not left us 
to rely on this circumftance alone, but have, themfelves, through 
that inadvertency which ever attends forgeries, fupplied the 
proofs of this fat—For thefe proofs, we muft refer to the work 
itfelf, contenting ourfelves with barely ftating the fa&s as Mr. 
Whitaker has found reafon to reprefent them. He makes it ap- 
pear that Mary, on her return from Stirling to Edinburgh, was 
furprifed by Bothwell when fhe little expected it (though per- 
haps the was the only perfon of confequence there to whom the 
plot was not either known, or by whom it was not, in fome 
meafure, fufpected)—and hurried away by him to the caftle of 
Dunbar.—T hat there fhe was locked up by him, for many days, 
a clofe prifoner, without accefs to any perfon in whom fhe could 
confide—That it was then for the firft time, that he dared to 
addrefs her, as a Jover—That fhe fpurned at him with con- 
tempt, and rejected his propofal with the indignation which 
it deferved—Tnat he ftill importuned her with unabating ea- 
gernefs, and to forward his fuit, he then fhowed her the bond 
he had obtained, recommending himfelf for her hufband, and 
fubfcribed by many of the principal nobility in the kingdom— 
That though this convined her that fhe was betrayed and aban- 
doned, it produced no other effeét than indignant and unavail- 
ing tears—That in counterfeiting defpairing love, he threatened 
to take away his own life, and actually wounded himfelf, to ex- 
cite her compaffion. But neither did this, nor any other means 
which he could devife, induce this high-minded princefs, to lend 
a patient ear to his fuit—At laft, goaded on by thofe ambitious 
hopes that his falfe affociates had excited in his bofom, he had 
recourfe to his laft device—Sveepy draughts, not love potions, were 
adminiftered ; and while fhe remained in a ftate of infenfibility, 
he brutally triumphed over her weaknefs, and abufed the honour 
of his fovereign !—It was only then—after fhe was degraded to 
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the loweft ftate of abafement—after the faw herfelf deferted by 
all her fubje&s—the flave of a man who overawed, as fhe thoughr, 
the whole nation, that her mind began to fail—and that at Jatt 
fhe was forced to agree to elevate to the dignity of a hufband, 
that man whom her fubjects enjoined her to accept, but 
whom fhe herfelf detefted. So Jong as fhe had reafon to believe, 
from the appearances of things that fell under her own obferva-~ 
tion, that the nation at large were attached to Bothwell, and 
concurred in opinion with the nobility who had recommended 
him for a hufband, fhe was forced to acquiefce ; but no fooner 
did an armed force appear in the field, under the avowed pretext 
of vindicating her caufe againft him, than fhe cheerfully aban- 
doned him, and joined with thofe who fhe fondly believed hada 
feeling fenfe of the injuries fhe had fuffered, and a delire to pro- 
mote the real welfare of her and her fubje€ts., Little, alas! did 
fhe then fufpect that the perfons fhe now confided in, were the 
very contrivers of that rape which fat fo heavy on her mind—‘ar 
lefs did fhe forefee the ufes they were prepared to make of the 
event, which their own deep machinations had at laft effected. 
They now thought that, abufed, degraded, and injured as the 
was, her high (pirit would be enfeebled; and that by the force 
of terrors which always overawe the guilty, they would compel 
her to feek for fafety in an infignificant ob{curity. ‘They judged 
from the ftate of their own minds, but they judged wrong. 
Mary, amidft all the horrors that furrounded her, {ti!] retained 
her native dignity of mind—armed with the buckler of con- 
fcious innocence, fhe rofe faperior to every trial—nor could they 
ever, by any device, induce her to make a voluntary {urrender of 
her crown. 

Such is the light in which our ingen‘ous Author places this 
great and leading event in the difaftrous life of this unfortunace 
princefs, 

At the clofe of this examination, with a warmth that does 
him honour as a man, and an energy that well accords with 
his character as a divine, he pours forth his refle€tions in the 
following animated ftrain : 

‘ It is painful,’ fays he, ‘ to a generous mind, to fee fuch arts 
fuftained by fuch credulity, and both triumphing fo long over the 
fame of Mary. But fo it will often be, in a world like this. ** This 
world was made for Cxfar.” The Elizabeths, and the Murrays, the 
children of artifice and of violence, will generally be the heroes and 
the heroines of the mafs of mankind. And the honeft, the generous, 
and the confiding, will be dupes to the villany of thofe, and victims 
to the fimplicity of thefe. But a period may come, sucH HAs 
COME IN THIS VERY BUSINESS, when fas will be weighed againft 
affertions, when characters will be afcertained by the ftandard of hil- 
tory, and when the villain will be expofed, and the worthy be vin- 


dicated, Yet, thould it xf come, we may wait in holy hope for 
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that hour of univerfal judgment, which the fufferings of Mary have 
repeatedly prefled upon my mind. Then artifice can no longer fa- 
bricate calumnies, and credulity can no longer continue them. 
Then, the Marys, the Murrays, and the Elizabechs, will pafs once 
more in review before us; but in a manner infinitely furpafling all 
human trials. The examination will be made by 1m who cannot 
be baffled in his fagacity. The fentence will be pronounced by 
HIM who cannot be miftaken in his judgment. And the honour of 
Mary, Iam convinced, will then be ailerted with a particularity of 
notice, and ina tone of decifivenefs, in fome mexfure proportioned to 
her unparalleled fufferings; to the dreaful afflictions which fhe un- 
derwent from the oppreflions of her periecutors in her perfon ; to the 
more dreadful ftabs which the received from the knives of her affaflins 
in her reputation ; and to the {till more dreadful wounds which from 
the eafy affiance of the world on flanders, have been rankling and 
feftering there, through the lorg period of two ages.’ 

Many of our Readers will probably think that the above ex- 
clamation was dictated by the Author’s partiality for the heroine 
of his tale: yet it maft be admitted, that if he has fucceeded in 
proving the forgery of the letters (which we think cannot now 
be doubted), there is upon record a much higher eulogium of this 
princefs than that he bas pronounced; an eulogium too that 
cannot be fuipected of partiality to her, becaufe ic came from 
her greateft enemies. The confpirators, who had dragged 
Mary from her throne, and hurried her into a dungeon, met, 
in privy council, on the 4th day of December 1567, to try 
if they could difcover any crime that had been committed by her, 
which could be held upto the world as a fpecious vindication of 
their conduét toward her. In their own words, to try ‘* how and 
be what meane, afulland perfect law end fecuritie may be obtaini¢ 
and maid for all them, that other [either] be ceid, counfale, or 
fubfcription, has enterit into that cauie fen [fince] the begin- 
ninge.” They afterwards add :——-* The matter being largelie and 
with gud [ goad) deliberacion refonit at great length, and upon fundry 
daies—all the faid Lords, Baronis, and others, can find no 
OTHER WAY OR MOYEN how to find or make the faid fecuritie, 
but by” —producing the letters in proof—‘* that fhe was privie, 
art and part, and of the aétual devife and deid, of—the murther 
of the Kinge.” Thus do a numerous body of men, who had a 
perfect knowledge of all the private and public tranfadions during 
the whole life of this princefs, declare in the moit fulemn man- 
ner, that after the itrictelt ferutiny, it was not in their power to 
difcover one flaw in her conduét, or one error in her adminiftra- 
tion that could give a ¢olour of ju/fice to their enterprife; and 
that therefore, in order to blacken her charaéter, they were com- 
pelled to have recourle to a forgery of the deepeft dye. This is 
perhaps the moft extraordinary fact we have met with in hiftory ; 
and {peaks more powerfully to the attentive mind than the 
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ftrongeft touches of the ableft rhetorician could do. Let the 
annals of paft ages be fearched from the firft records of time, and 
we believe it will not be poffible to find one other potentate who 
could have flood fuch a fevere trial with the fame triumph. Yet 
many princes have had advantages which Mary could not boaft, 
few have lived in fuch difficult times, and fewer ftill have been fo 
unfortunate in counfellors, or fo liable to be enfnared by deep- 
Jaid dangerous piots as this young and unfufpecting Queen. 
When we reflect, too, that fhe never had the beneht of the 
friend'y admonitions of a father, or the cautious inftrudtions of 
a mother, we cannot fuppofe that fhe was in the train of ever 
being a®le to ftand fuch trjals. When we farther confider that 
fhe was among the moft beautiful of her fex, and excelled in 
every perfonal accomplifhment, we may reafonably conclude 
that fhe was in a fairer road for becoming giddy, petulant, and 
vain, and of thus being perpetually liable to err, than to do 
right; but that fhe fhould have been able fo to act, as to give 
occafion for this eulogium, will feem to be impofitle. When 
we yet farther recoile& that the was educated in a foreign coun- 
try; that fhe muft thus have been a ftranger to the manners, 
and the modes of thinking of her fubjects; that the counfellors 
in whom the chiefly confided had plotted her deftruction before 
her arrival, and therefore gave her the moft pernicious advice, 
with a view to lead her to err, for her own undoing * ; that fhe 
did not even for a long time fufpect this defign, but had a. 
cordial efteem for thofe whofe counfels her own good fenfe 
obliged her to reject. When we think of the bigotted phrenzy 
of the times in which fhe lived—when we recolle& how firm] 

fhe believed in the truth of that religion fhe profefled, and how 
ofien fhe patiently fubmitted to the brutal infults of thofe of 
another perfuafion—when we advert to the warmth of zeal that 
then prevailed in her diftra&ted kingdom, and figure to ourfelves 





* A few inftances of the infidious arts that were adopted to en- 
fnare her under the mafk of friendfhip, and of the manner in which 
fhe extricated herfelf from thefe deceitful counfels, have been pre- 
ferved. Murray, and his affociates, after having practifed on the 
filly nature of Darn); fo as to fpirit him up to the murder of 
Rizzio, thinking thdtthis act of brutality, added to the obitinacy 
and weaknefs of this young man, muft have totally eftranged the 
heart of Mary from him, propokd, in a moft artful manner, to rid 
her of bim, without any trouble to herfelf; but the fo quickly re- 
probated this propofal as to make them defift. On the other 
hand, Darnly, finding that Murray had made a tool of him for the 
bafeft purp#f@8> in regard to the death of Rizzio, conceived an im- 
placable refentment againft him, and wifhing to muyder him, even 
went fo far as to mention it to the Queen ; but fhe tharply repri- 
manded him for it, and obliged him to abandon his enterprife. 
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the fanguinary counfels, from all parties, that fhe muft have re- 


jeGted ; our idea of the talents and difpofitions of this woman, 


thus feverely affailed on all hands, yet acting on all occafions 
with fuch gentlenefs, moderation, and wifdom, as to merit the 
eulogy above recited, muft be raifed to a degree of admiration 
that would authorife the warmeft touches of panegyric. Add to 
all this, that though educated in a court, where cunning was 
accounted wifdom, and deceit the perfection of policy, her ene- 
mies have never been able to produce a /izg/e well authenticaced 
inftance of the fmallcft tendency to falfity or deceit of any fort, 
and we fhall be forced to admit that her mind muft have been 
not lefs firmly attached to the greateft of all virtues, TRUTH, 
than her heart was warmed by the gentié influences of benignity *. 
She was, fays Camden, ** A lady fixed and conftent in her re- 
ligion, of fingular piety towards God, invincible magnanimity 
of mind, wifdom above her fex, and admirable beauty ; and to 
be ranked in the lift of thofe perfons, who have exchanged their 
grandeur for mifery and calamity.” 

We have thus given a hafty fketch of the contents of this 
truly valuable performance. Jn refpect to acutenefs, ingenuity, 
and candour, we f{carcely think it can be equalled by any dif- 

vifition that has fallen under our cognifance for along time 
paft. But while we thus fincerely give it our tribute of ap- 
plaufe, on account of the iutrinfic value of the matter it con- 
tains, we are at the fame time compelled to own that the manner 
in which it has been conftru&ted, is by no means fuitable to the 
excellence of the materials. The ftyle appears to us prolix, 
rambling, and declamatory. ‘The language is highly figurative, 
fometimes coa:fe and indelicate, often quaint and affected, and 





—_— 


* The rebels could find no other handle for accufation againft the 
Queen in Scotland, but the forged letters. After long refleQing 
upon it however, they ventured to bring forward another charge 
againit her im England. ‘They faid fhe had altered the laws, by in- 
troducing a new court of jucicature (the Commiffary court) into 
Scotland. This faét, which they would fain have reprefented as a 
crime, was, however, one of the ftrongeft prcofs that could have been 
produced of her benignity, not lefs than her wifdom. She faw that 
the Prefbyterians, though they were perpetual'y infulting her perfon, 
and difturbing her government, felt it as a grievous hardfhip to be 
obliged to have recourfe in certain cafes to a judicature wholly in 
the hands of Catholics. To free them from this fpecies of oppref- 
fion, fhe inftituted a Proteffant court for the trial of thefe caufes, to 
which thofe who inclined might have recourfe for juftice. The court 
ftill fubfifts: and Dr. Robertfon even admits, that the rules fhe made 
when it was inftituted, are much refpected in that court at this day. 
How hardly muft they have been put to it to find obje€tions, when 
they were forced to Jay hoid of fuch an inftitution as this, in proof 
of a crime? 
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frequently verging towards the incomprehenfible, or [welling 
into bombaft. Struck, as we were, with this uncommon incon- 
gruity, we have often reflected with wonder how it was poflible 
for a man of fuch acutenefs of penetration, and fo capable, in 
other refpects, of making a juft eftimate of things, not to have 
been Jed by his own native good fenfe, and fuperiority of talents, 
to difcover the impropriety of affecting thofe quaintneffes, and 
prettyi/ms of ftyle, if we may be allowed the expreffion, in which 
he fo freely indulges himfelf. To one who has formed his tafte 
on thofe chafte models of antiquity, which, by never overitep- 

ing the modefty of nature, have defervedly obtained the ap- 
plaufe of all fucceeding ages, few imperfections could prove more 
difgufting ; yet is Mr. Whitsker himfelf a good claffical (cholar. 
We know, indeed, that it is natural for young minds, while the 
imagination is yet warm, and the judgment immature, to be 
highly delighted with glowing colours, bold figures, and unna- 
tural conceits: with /uch, we are aware, whatever is furprifing 
feems to be excellent, fo that they are frequently ftarting off to 
the right hand or to the left, in fearch of accidental ideas, 
which perpetually interrupt them in the object of their purfuit. 
But when years come on, and experience has concurred to ma- 
ture the underftanding, the futility and tirefomenefs that refults 
from fuch a condu& becomes apparent, and the ftyle ufually 
grows more chafte, plain, and dignified, in proportion as the rea- 
foning powers of the writer acquire ftrength and maturity. Such 
being the general refult of our obfervations, it was impoffible 
for us to avoid being ftruck with the great contraft fo very ob- 
fervable between the matter, and the ftyle and compofition, of 
this performance. 

That thefe ftritures, reluctantly extorted from us bya {trong 
fenfe of the duty we owe to a very indulgent Public, may not 
appear to be the effeét of {pleen, or hypercritical refinement, we 
think it neceflary to lay before our Readers a few extracts from 
the work itfelf, that they themfelves may judge. The very firft 
paragraph of the book runs thus: 

‘ From that wonderful event in the human hiftory, which reafon 


could never difcover, and revelation was forced to difclofe; but 
which new appears fo obvious to the former, that fhe wonders at her 
own want of afifiance from the latter; a fharp edge of ill-qwill has 
been fet upon the mind of man. ‘This fhows itfelf ftrongly in thofe 
minute differences and petty diffenfions, which are perpetually reazing 
the bofom of domettic happinefs. But it fhows itfelf more apparently 
to the general eye, in thole noi/eyer quarrels that are continually afault- 
ing the intere? of kingdoms without, or deftroying the peace ot them 
within, and filling the page of hiftory with revolutions.’ 

It would be a tedious and difgufting tafk to enter into a mi- 
ute, critical analyfis of this or the tollowing paflages, which 
we therefore decline, contenting ourfelves with pointing to fome 
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of the moft obfervable particulars, by marking them in Ita~ 
lics. 

Of the levity of manners fo incompatible with the fteady dig- 
nity of a grave enquirer after truth, the following are a few paf- 
fages, {elected from among a great number of the fame ftamp. 
Speaking of the Commiffioners nominated by Elizabeth to en- 
guire into the merits of Mary’s caufe, he thus proceeds : 

¢ Thus are the Commiflioners, with principles of honourall alive and 
aétive in the breafts of fome of them [the Duke of Norfoll:], made to 
become mere gentlemen ufrers to her [lizabeth’s] hypocri/y, and mere 
running footmen to her revenge. ‘Their fouls muft have been thocked 
with the employ. But they were obliged to fubmit toit. The bold 
Barons, that had fo often affaulted the throne, even of our warlike 
monarchs, all crouched at the feet of this ‘* Henry the Eighth in pet- 
ticoats.”’ And they were mean enough to carry on an EVIDENT 
fcheme of collufion between her and Murray. . . . She [Elizabeth] 
was the fecret caufe of all. Her Privy'Counfellors prefumed rot to 
fee but with her eyes, and her Commiffioners pretended not to hear 
but with her ears. They thought only as fhe fuegefted. They 
waited till fhe 

‘¢ gave the awful nod, 
The ftamp of fate, and fanction of a God.” 


They then faw her intimate her decree, that Mary had written the 
letters originally in Seorcu, that Mary had alfo written’ them ori- 
inally in FRENCH, and that EITHER, orthat Boru, fhould be ad- 
mitted as her hand-writing. . . . . Here we cannot but anticipate 
a publication at which even 4s [Bothwell’s] ear will fiartle, and 
his cheek grow pale. And here at leaft the rebels 
<* will a tale unfold 
To harrow up 4er foul, freeze her young blood, 
Make her two eyes, like ftars, {tare from their {pheres, 
Her knotted and combined \ocks to part, 
And each particular hair to, ittand on end, 
Like quiils upon the fretful porcupine.” 
But ‘* this eternal blazon,” it feems, is not even yet to be made “¢ to 
éars of fiefh and bleod.” . . . Then it was, and not till then, that 
their thunder began to roll, and their lightning to flafh, againtt 
Bothwell and Mary united. At prefent, their lightning, even againft 
Bothwell, is little more than the playhoufe lightning of brimftone. 
And their thunder againit Mary, is not even fo much as the play- 
houfe 
| — thunder of the muftard bowl. 
* + * This will appear ftill more ftrongly, if we confider the condu& 
of thefe brother-champions for credulity (Hume and Robertfon) in 
another view. They are eminent patterns of that very credulity 
which they want to enforce upon us. 


“* They are themfelves the great fublime they draw.” 


They want to fix our faith upon an imaginary copy of the French 
letters, which once (they fay) exiited upon earth, but is now in 
nubitus ; or rather is mounted to the mocn, 
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«© As all things loft on earth are treafur’d there.” 
There it is fecure from all the calamities of life. No critic eye can 
follow it thither, and expofe its pretenfions to originality. It there 
may reit with all its infirmities about it, fafe from the GoopaLts 
of every age, 

‘© Safe where no critics damn, no fiends moleft ;” 
embalmed in dews of zther, and configned to a peaceful immor- 
tality. . . . This is furely that very 

ce pin 
Which touch’d the ruff, which touch’d Queen Befs’s chin.” 

To fuch hearfay, fuch vitiated, and fuch contradictory evidences are 
we now reduced, by difpatching the original away from earth. 
With fuch a prepofterous policy have thefe two advocates for the 
letters been labouring to defend their genuinenefs, that they have 
aimoit annihilated their credibility, And the friends of innocence 
may well be allowed to point the finger of triumphant fcorn at the 
fight, and to cry out with the tone of triumphant language upon it, 
‘© *tis the fport to fee the engineer 

Hoift with his own petar.” 

Nor is it only in Englifh quotations that our Author abounds, 
With a pedantic affectation that might perhaps be in fome mea- 
fure excufable in one who felt he bad no eftablithed fame for 
learning, and was ambitious of attaining it, but which cannot 
be pleaded in excufe of Mr. W. he frequently introduces {craps 
of Latin; often even tranflating his own Englifh.—Take the 
following examples: 

‘ Having now no longer any footing upon earth, they endeavour 
to fix themielves in the clouds. And they are ready to raife fuppofi- 
tion upon fuppofition, and to-pile affertion upon the head of afler- 
tion, ** imponere Pelio Offam,’’ in order to afcend thither. . . . The 
fource of thefe letters, like that of the Nile, has long been hid in 
ob{curity : 





Caput inter nubila condit. 
. . . It is curious to fee Elizabeth, who knew all the plot fo well, 
intus et in cute novit, openly avowing her difbeliefin it. . . . Per- 
haps the world never faw a more aftonifhing {pectacle of profligate 
affurance than this, and audacious vice had certainly rubbed his 
brow with her hardeft pumice. 

Perfricuit frontem, pofuitque pudorem. 

The example of even a Chefterfield fhould not give a fan&tion 
to fuch ridiculous pedantry as this. 

The following paffages afford examples of rhetorical flowers 
of another caft ; 

* Yet the, even fhe, in lefs than half @ dozen years, in lefs than 
one, in lefs than half a dozen months, in lefs than tewo, in Sif ty-nine 
days only. . . . Betwixt both, her honour, and evew her life, are in 
danger. Even an ambaflador, even Elizabeth’s, even a Throgmor- 
ton, was apprehenfive, &c.’ 

The frequent ufe of the word even feems to be a favourite 
mode of phrafeology with him, 
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« And was this a time then, amidft diftraétions and alarms, amidft 
the dread of rebellions and the movements of armies, amidft the chaos 
of fearful apprehenfions, of formidable rumours, and melancholy 
realities ; was this a time, then, for Mary to delight herfelf in writ- 
ing a long and laboured fonnet, of twelve divifions? 


I nunc, et tecum mufas meditare canoras. 


Go, now, and mount tothe maft-head in a ftorm. There, while the 
winds are howling loudly about thee, while the fhip is rocking vio- 
lently under thee, and while even fome of the crew are defperately 
wielding their axes againft the maft itfelf, fit thou ferene above, 
conftruét thy ftanzas, and ring thy rhimes, into a poem of great re- 
gularity and length, and if thou canit zot do ¢his, thou canft zor 
think it poflible fur Mary to do that.’ 

Examples of rude words and vulgar phrafes : 

« What alterations this /itter of deformity [alluding to the letters} 
might here undergo, would neceffarily be invifible to the world at 
large. But the /itter were brought to light afterwards. And, even 
then, they were, continually, Licked into form by the perfevering ap- 


lications of their parents. ... . They particularly ftimulated that 
well-meaning /ox of violence and barbari/m, that religious Sachem 
of religious Monauks, Knox. .... Robert Melvill, that black 


BAT in politics. . . . She [Mary] had been locked up in a dungeon 
within a lake. She had been there committed to the care of that 
very whore, who was the mother of her baftard brother ; who in- 
fulted over her with the natural infolence of a whore’s meanne/s, in 
afferting the legitimacy of her own baftard, and in maintaining the 
illegitimacy of Mary. And who even carried the natural vulgarity 
of a whore’s impudence {o far, as to ftrip her of all her royal orna- 
ments, and to dreis her up like a mere child of fortune, in a coarfe 
broune caffoke. . . . So very difficult is it to fay on the comparifon, 
whether the man or the woman [Elizabeth or Murray] was the moft 
impudent liar.’ 

Examples of quaint expreffions and words not in ufe: 

‘ Elizabeth had no /enfbilities of tendernefs.—They took refuge 
in the fhades from which they had been fainfully compelled.—Ro- 
— Queen [Mary ].—Purview—bewray—afliance’—and many 
others. 

But to leave this difagreeable tefk: though it cannot be de- 
nied that Mr. Whitaker, feemingly from an inordinate partiality 
for a ftyle ftrongly figurative, has too freely allowed his pen to 
flide into trivial levities; yet it fhould not be concealed that 
where the fubject is peculiarly interefting, his natural good fenfe, 
on many occafions, gets the better of thefe acquired bad habits ; 
fo that, neglecting fuch affeGted puerilities, he then rifes fuperior 
to himfelf, and generally on thefe occafions paints the fcene with 
a manly boldnefs; fometimes with a degree of fimplicity not de- 
void of tendernefs and pathos. We therefore cannot help once 
more exprefling our regret, that poflefling, as he does, fuch va- 
luable talents, Mr. Whitaker fhould not long ago have beftowed 
a greater degree of attention to corre&t thofe imperfections which 
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muft greatly tend to fruftrate the aim of his writing. While 
the works of Robertfon fhall be put into the hands of youth, 
more from a defire to improve their tafte for polite literature, 
than becaufe of their accuracy in regard to hiftoric facts ;—while, 
for the fame reafon, they will grace the toilet of the fair, and 
adorn the fhelf of the macaroni ;—the valuable compofitions of 
a Whitaker will be condemned to the cells of the reclufe, or be 
perufed by the philofophic few only, who read for the fake of in- 
fru@tion, rather than for amufement. ‘Thefe his writings will, 
it is true, furnifh weighty matter for future hiftorians of this 
eventful period ; but where fhall we find the hiftorian that is 
capable of making a proper ufe of them? Achilles alone is cae 
pable of moving with eafe teneath the armour of Achilles. But 
fhould thefe materials be fnatched at by the frivolous and the 
vain, and manufaétured, into a flimfy hiftory, what an awkward 
and ridiculous figure will they make! To prevent this (which 
we fear will not otherwife be prevented), it is impoflible not to 
wifh, that this very acute writer himielf,—after inveftigating 
with the fame precifion and perfpicuity the other incidents that 
occur in the life of his heroine,—fhould refolve to give a concife 
and clear hiffory of that period, fimply referring to thefe autho- 
rities, without entering into the tedioufnefs of particular invefti- 
gation. Nothing ftands in the way of fuch an undertaking, but 
the difficulty of overcoming the bad habits he has fallen into 
with refpect to ftyle. And although that muft, no doubt, be a 
hard tafk, yet we think it by no means impoffible to be per- 
formed. Demofthenes had habits of a worfe kind ftill to ftruggle 
zgainft, yet he did, as we have all learnt, fo entirely overcome 
them, as to rife in a fhort time to be the very firft in that pro- 
feffion which he chofe to follow. Mr. Whitaker’s mind does 
not feem to be endowed with Jefs vigour than that of the Gre- 
cian orator. His perceptions are as clear, and his difcernment 
as acute: and fhall he refolve to be contented with only a /econd- 
ary fame, when he has fuch reafon to believe he might attain to 
the foremoft rank? Let him lay afide the writings of a Chefter- 
field, a Johnfon, and a Gibbon. Let meaner minds copy per- 
haps even the defeéts of others. But let him ftudy the chafter 
pages of antiquity ; carefully avoiding, however, the declama- 
tory writings of orators and rhetoricians, even thofe of Greece 
and Rome; but let him ftill more carefully avoid thofe turned 
and laboured harangues fo much admired in France. Among 
the modern hiftorians, however, one author particularly claims 
his notice—Davila. He pofl-ffzs no fmall fhare of that acute- 
nefs of perception which fo eminently charaéterifes a Whitaker; 
but he poffeffes befide, in an equally confpicuous degree, that 
correct chaftenefs of tafte, which forbids him ever to wander 
in purfuit of poetical imagery and rhetorical flowers, that fo 
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much disfigure the writings of Mr. W. But we muft not forget 
that we are only writing a review. Let us now return to our own 
proper bufinefs. 

Mr. Whitaker is very wel! acquainted with the meaning 
of the obfolete words that frequently occur in the antiquated 
records he has fo often occafion to quote. We remarked in the 
whole book but zwo or three miftakes of this kind, which we take 
notice of merely that he may have an opportunity of correcting 
them in fome future edition of this work. Boiffing, does not 
mean threatening, as he explains it, vol. ii. p. 175.3 but vaunting 
or brazging, holding out to view his power in an exulting manner. 
Nor does umguhill mean uncle, as he explains it, vol. 1. p. 176, 
but the late or the deceafed; as he might have remarked by many 
other quotations in which this word occurs in thefe volumes. 
We conceive he has alfo fallen into a fmal! miftake concerning 
the meaning of the phrafe, ‘ crownes cf the Sone,’ vol. 1. 
p. 220, which he underitands to imply, that the pieces alluded 
to were coined by the fon, meaning James the fon of Mary. But 
as this is a phrafe that feems to be quite peculiar in this fenfe, 
we rather imagine it alludes to a particular kind of coin called 
©* crowns of the Sux,” probably from fome device upon the coin, 
like the Rofe Noble; a mode of phrafeology that in this fenfe is 
quite common, 

Our author has fallen into a yet greater miftake, from a {mall 
degree of inadvertency re{pecting the topography of a particular 
part of the country near Linlithgow—And as he draws many in- 
ferences here, which are not authorized by facts, we with to {ce 
this particular adverted to, and properly corrected in a future edi-~ 
tion ; for he has no need to have recourfe to ill-founded argu- 
ments in defence of Mary. He fuppofes that the place called 
Haltoun, where Bothwell lodged the night before he feized Mary, 
was fituated to the we//ward of Linlithgow, and that fhe was 
feized at the bridge over the 4von, about a mile to the wefward 
of Linlithgow ; and confequently that this event took place be- 
tween Sterling and Linlithgow, and not between Linlithgow and 
Edinburgh, as all the accounts of that tranfa@tion clearly ftate it 
to have been—But the Haltoun here mentioned, is evidently the 
place now called Hatton, the feat of the prefent Earl of Lauder- 
dale, which is iituated about eleven or twelve miles weft from 
Edinburgh, and a litile to the eafward of the river Almond, which 
forms the boundary between the fhires of Linlithgow and Edin- 
burgh, and falls into the fea, at a village called Crammond. And 
the dimond-bridge, at which Mary wis feized, was not a bridge 
over the von, but a bridge over the d/mond or Amon, as it is fomee 
times written, placed on the road between Linlithgow and Edin- 
burgh, about a mile higher up the river, than the village call:d 
Kirkiijion, and nearly in the direct road between Hatton and Lin-' | 
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lithgow, as will appear by confulting any good map of thofe 
parts : Mr. Whitaker, when he comes to advert to thefe particu- 
Jars, will no doubt fee the neceflity of writing anew the whole 
account he has given of this tranfaction, 

To conclude, we cannot fay whether we have been moft enter- 
tained or difgufied in perufing this performance; but we freely 
confefs that we have been much in//ructed by the perufal of it: 
for it places thofe dark tranfactions in a clearer light than we 
imagined it was poflible to fet them in, by the help of the muti- 
Jated materials the Author had to work upon—Much, however, 
{till remains to be done, and many papers which have hithertoelud~ 
ed the fearch of the antiguary, we would fain hope may ftill be 
difcovered ; and we mzke no doubt but the prefent performance 
will excite many to attempt the difcovery of them, who would 
not otherwife have thought of it. Authentic copies of three pa 
pers, in particular, that fall within the limits of our author’s plan, 
are much wanted, viz. The confeffion of Adorton as it came out 
of the hands of the prefbyterian clergymen who attended him, or 
even the copy of it as printed in the caftrated leaf of the conti- 
nuation of Hollingthed’s Hiftory—The bond of affsciation, or, 
as itis ufually ftyled, the interchangeqgble bond that was executed be- 
tween AJurray, Morton, Lethington, and Bothwell, concerning 
the murder of Daraley—And the original bond, fubfcribed firit 
by Murray, and afterwards by many of the nobility of Scotland, 
at Bothwell’s famous fupper, recommending Bothwell as a perfon 
in every refpet proper to be hufband to the Queen, and warm- 
ly foliciting her to honour him with that dignity. All thefe pa- 
pers (and many others) though clearly proved to have exifted once, 
have long been entirely concealed—But the tranfactions of that 
period fo plainly bear reference to the matter contained in thefe 
bonds, that, without knowing their contents, thefe tranfaétions 
are altogether inexplicable; but when known, they ferve as a 
Clue to unravel all their intgicacics. 

We hope, the importance of this article will be admitted as an 
excufe for the unufual length of our account of it—Prejudices 
which have been long fo deeply rooted, would have made the 
minds of many of our readers revolt at the bare mention of the 
conclufions of our author, without giving fome notion of the 
{cope of his arguments, 

A good index to this work is much wanted, and we hope it 
will not be omitted in a fucceeding edition. Apnrieon 





Art. Il. The Temple of Folly. In Four Cantos. By Theophilus 
Swift, Efq. gto. 5s. Johnfon. 1787. 

HS poem is a general fatire on folly, in which, though 

_ the Author has, for the moft part, avoided perfonal in- 

vective, he has not been inattentive to the charaéteriftic follies of 
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the prefent times. Its leading charaéter is good fenfe, and de- 
cent humour, applied to the purpofe of correcting prevalent ab- 
furdities. Without pofleffing very diftinguifhed powers of fancy, 
the writer has invented a pleafing allegorical tale, and has em- 
bellifhed it with harmonious cediliation. 

The fcene of the poem, agreeably to its title, is the Temple 
of Folly. Moria, the genius of the place, fits upon her throne, 
furrounded by many attendants (who, it muft be owned, have 
little employment in the piece), and waited upon by Delufion, 
in the capacity of High Prieft, who introduces a long train of 
candidates for the favour of the divinity. From thefe we thall 
fele&, as fpecimens of the entertainment which the reader is to 


_ expeét from the fatire, the Coxcomb Parfon, and the Court Belle. 


THE COXCOMB PARSON, 


‘And now advance’d a fop, 

All cork at heel, and feather all at top. 
Whofe chitterlin’s unfullied white exprefs’d 
Th’ unfpotted graces of his purer breatt. 
What tho’ no ruffle outward pride difplay’d, 
A lurking vanity the fri// betray’d ; 
His double fob a double Graham grac’d, 
And the broad buckle {poke the man of Ta/e. 
Th’ attendant prieftefs leads him thro’ the crowd ; 
Refpectfully the caffock’d coxcomb bow’d. 
The guileful goddefs then: ‘* To pleafe the fair, 
And charm the charming, is the preacher’s care. 
For this to Fafhion early rites he pay’d ; 
For this to Venus and the Graces pray’d ; 
For this the diamond on his finger fhone, 
A new Adonis, frefh from Lebanon ; 
Whofe converfation Scripture ne’er perplext, 
Love all his creed, and beauty all his text: 
For this, like Shechem, ’twas his rule to reft 
On the foft fabbath of fome Dinah’s breatt ; 
For this the powers of marefchalle he try’d, 
For this he powder’d, flatter’d, rhim’d, and lied ; 
For this ftill pra€tis’d all the coxcomb’s arts, 
And preach’d with pathos —to the ladies hearts. 
Deep in the Fathers and the Mothers too; 
?T was all religion, all that love could do. 
If merit, then, deferve thy tavour, Queen, 
Enthrone him Bifhop, or inftall him Dean.” 

~& ‘* The Goddefs, imiling, rifes from her throne, 
And confecrates the coxcomb for her own.’ 


THE COURT BELLE, 


‘ A gilded chariot, that eclips’d the day, 
O’er the proud pavement urg’d its rattling way. 
Of filk the reins, for which the Murex bled, 
And ftain’d the harnefs with Sidonian red. 
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The whirling wheels, on burnifh’d axles roll’d ; 

The fpokes were filver, and the naves were gold. 

Six Ariels, rang’d behind, attendant wait, 

The flaves of Beauty, as fhe moves in ftare. 

Her milk-white fteeds the brilliant wonder drew, 

With confcious pride th’ elated courfers flew : 

The Birth-day carriage of a well-bred Belle :— 

Comet more flaming ne’er alarm’d Pal-mel. 

The Regent of the blazing ftar defcends, 

And to the throne with courtly homage bends : 

Delufion, with a {mile, the nymph furvey’d, 

Th’ accomplifh’d nymph, and thus, approving, faid : 
«¢ By education well-bred nymphs are known, 

Who ftudy Gallic grace, and lifp Bon-ton. 

What proud accomplifbments adorn the fair! 

Frizeur the head improves, the feet Noverre: 

With folos Signor foothes the tender breatt, 

A quaver, or acrochet, does the reff. 

As France the tinfel of her tongue fupplies, 

The loofe Entendre in a whifper flies ; 

Unfailing confidence imbues the whole, 

And fixes the cameleon of the foul. | 

For her the coxcomb billet-doux prepares, 

And Smith’s own odours breathe immortal airs ; 

Warren’s kind art the chymic rofe fupplies, 

And fee this hand, for which the chicken dies ! 

Fafhion is her’s, and drefs her punétual care, | 

The naked neck, the beau-bewitching air, : 

The face that’s knowing, and the face that’s known, 

The Tofs of Breeding, and the Laws of Ton, 

The plumes of pride, that high in triumph tower, 

The rage of conqueft, and the luft of power. 

Now, her ambitious {pirit mounts the moon, 

Thron’d with Lunardi in his proud Balloon. 

Tis thus accomplifh’d Beauty foars to fame, | 

| 





And Folly’s daughters thus diftinétion claim.” 
** O, cried the Goddefs, in exulting ftrain, 
Behold the promis’d triumphs of our reign: 
See awful Beauty totter on her throne, 
And Levity prefide, where Wifdom fhone! 
See Virtue tremble, Decency expire, 
The blufhing Graces filently retire ; 
See Britain’s Genius mourn her greatnefs paft, 
When all her fons were brave, and all her daughters chafte.”’ 
The poem is illuftrated by notes, fome of which are ingenious 
and amufing. g 9 
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Art. Il. Sele& Beauties of ancient Euglifh Poetry; with Remarks, 
by Henry Headley, A.B. Crown 8vo. 2 Vols. 8s. fewed. 
Cadell. 1787. 


, ‘Bes learned world is undoubtedly under no fmall obliga- 
tions to thofe who have aflociated works of genius in one 
Rey. Jan. 1788. C colletion, 
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collection, and by that means have fecured their general pre- 
fervation. The Jabours of Stobeus, Cephalas, and Brunck, 
were judicioufly beftowed on the fcattered productions of Greek 
authors. Dr. Percy and Mr. Evans followed the fame plan, in 
confequence of which many valuable pieces are refcued from ob- 
livion, that, from their brevity and unconnedtednefs, could 

not, poflibly, have furvived, for any length of time, by them- 

felves. A degree of praife not much inferior to that which the 
above compilers have acquired, is due to editors who, uniting 
induftry with tafte, prefent the Public with felections from an- 

tique and obfolete writers. On referring back, however, to the 
few publications of this kind which have preceded Mr. Head- 

ley’s, we gain little fatisfaétion from their contents. The oldeft 

collection we have met with, is England’s Parnaflus, 12mo, 

1600, containing mutilated and trifling extracts from the. 
fhort-lived poetry of the day, as well as from produétions of 
lafting merit. The British Mufe, 3 Vols. tamo, 1738, by T. 

Hayward, is another publication, on a more extenfive plan: 

the Preface was written by Mr. Oldys, with much perfpicuity 

of ftyle and juftnefs of remark. It contains extraéts, alphabeti- 

cally digefted, chiefly from the Englifh dramatic writers, many 

of whom have long fince funk into deferved negle&. The Mufes 

Library, 1 volume 8vo. by Mrs. Cowper, follows next in order ; 

and is curious for exhibiting the progrefs of poetry, from the 

time of the Saxons, to Charles II. and for remarks on the re- 

{peCtive poets. ‘To this work Mr, Headley is under fome obliga- 

tions, which he has not been backward to acknowledge. 

In the courfe of his Preface, Mr. H. points out the particular 
clafs of readers which his volumes may moft properly fuit : 

‘ Thofe,’ fays he, § to whom bufinefs is the object of life, who 
may chance to while away their hour with a book, it is humbly 
hoped, will be here as likely to meet with a moral fentiment, a good 
image, a pathetic incident, or a pointed reflection, that may ftrike 
the fancy, the jadgment, or the heart, as in any mifcellany of mo- 


dern poetry whatever.’ | 
He proceeds to vindicate his plan from any obje@tion that may 


be brought againft it, for his mutilation of authors; and appeals 
to Hurd’s Cowley as a proof of the advantage that may arife 
to a poet’s fame from an edition of his fele& works. 

In the Introdudtion, fome judicious remarks are made on the 
rapid diffufion and progrefs of poetry, when it has once feized 
on the attention of mankind. He illuftrates his pofitions by ob- 
ferving that, 

‘ If we ferioufly and impartially examine the clufer of poetical 
names that fhone and were concentered in the {pace of 91 years, 
from the acceffion of Elizabeth, to the reftoration of Charles 1]. and 
compare them with thofe who have refpettively flourifhed from that 
time to this, a period of 138 years, we fhall fiad the phalanx of 
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Headley’s Selec? Beauties of Englifh Poetry. 1g 


older claffics but little affected by a comparifon with the more mo- 
dern mutter-roll.’ 

In the above period of ox years, lived 42 poets, fome of 
whom are of the greateft eminence. Mr. H. makes an eftimate 
of their merits, under the different heads of language, verfifica~ 
tion, ftyle, fentiment, and imagery. Hence naturally arifes a 
comparifon between the ancient and modern poets, in which 
he is fo far actuated by that ‘ literary Quixotifm which he 
thinks neceflary for the relith of the black letter ;’ as to confider 
the innovations of the latter, rather as corruptions than im- 
provements. ‘There is, however, fo much difcernment and ge- 
nuine tafte in the following obfervations, that we cannot deny 
ourfelves the pleafure of tranfcribing them: 

‘ We have few better opportunities of forming a comparative efti- 
mate of ancient and modern poetry than by recurring to thofe fub- 
jects which later writers have undertaken to modernife, as in the 
Fables of Dryden, and the Nut-drown Maid of Prior..... Prior has 
filled up the outline too implicitly; he has left the mind of itfelf 
nothing to conceive or to fupply, every thing is ready expreffed for 
the reader, and we may juftly allege, in the language of Cicero, ‘‘Ea 
funt cmnia non a Natura, Jed a Macistro.” As an inftance in 
point, the following Stanza includes the fineft circumflance in the 
whole, and is imagined with furprizing delicacy. The hand of 
Shakefpeare could not poffibly have gone higher, or have touched a 
fituation with greater nicety. The Nut-brown Maid, on refolving to 
accompany her banifhed lover, adheres to her determination with un- 
alterable firmnefs ; in the courfe of the whole dialogue no dattardly 
fymptom of irrefolution efcapes her, no felfith fear of the dangers the 
was to encounter, no regret at the comforts fhe hadrenounced. After 
acknowledging her intention fhe fays 

“«*T fhall as nowe do more for you 
Than longeth to womanhede ; 
To fhort my here, a Bow to bere, 
To fhote in tyme of nede.” 

* But, on a fudden, the confequences which probably enfue to an 
aged Mother, come acrofsher. It is the exquifite pang of a moment, 
and will not bear dwelling upon. Hear her exclamation, which is 
continued from the above lines: 

‘*O my fweet Mother, before all other, 
For you I have moft dreade !” 
‘Her courage and refolution return. She goes on; 
“* But now adue! [ muft enfue 
Where fortune doth me lede.” 
: Phis is that ardent and artlefs language of nature that baffles fimu- 


lation, and fixes an indelible impreflion on the heart and the memory. 
Prior has paffed over all this in filence.’ 


After refpectful mention has been madeof Addifon, Tickell, and 
Rowe, for their favourable fentiments with refpect to the old ikng- 
lith Poets, the preface is concluded with ftri@ures on Pope, and 
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20 Headley’s Seleé? Beauties of Englifh Poetry. 


on Johnfon. In our opinion more refpect is due to fuch 
iluftrious names than Mr. H. is willing to pay to them. Grant- 
ing that Pope was too fond of mechanical beauties, and that he 
fometimes facrificed fenfe to found, is it fair to affert that the Profe 
of Young has more imagery than the Poetry of Pope? Suchan 
uncandid comparifon robs him, by implication, of the lively fancy 
which was indifputably a prominent feature of his mind. The 
Rape of the Lock, and the Epiftle from Eloifa to Abelard, prove 
this point, very clearly. It conveys an idea too puerile and de- 
grading, of him who has given melody and refinement to our num- 
bers, to fay that ‘of Verfe he has madea Rattle, and of Rhymea 
Play-thing.’—Dr. Johnfon is cenfured for not enriching his Lives 
of the Poets with more of the ancient fort. Yet Mr. H. allows 
that the Dr. was confined to a lift marked out by the Bookfellers. 
He fays this excufe is ‘probably true, but furely moft unfatisfac- 
tory.” If it be true, it ought, on that account, to be /atisfaciary ; 
efpecially if it be confidered that Johnfon’s infirm health, and 
intention to tranflate Thuanus, might naturally call off his mind 
from enlarging his plan, even if he had been at liberty todo fo. 

The biographical fketches contain fhort and pleafing accounts 
of all thofe authors from whole works Mr. H. has made felec- 
tions. The principal are Corbet, Carew, Crafhaw, Daniel, 
Drummond, Ds venant, Drayton, the Fletchers, the Earl of Sur- 
ry, May, Quarles, Sackville, and Sir W. Raleigh. In the de- 
Jineation of charséters, and ftyle of obfervation, we think we dif- 
cover fomething of the manly and {pirited manner of Walpole. 
‘The low Anecdotes from Awbrey’s Manufcripts add nothing to 
the refpeétability of Bifhop Corbet, nor do they contribute to the 
illuftration of his poetry. The competition between the * muddy 
Cam’ and the * more genial Ifis’ had better have been omitted. 
Mr. H. by his partiality to Oxford, has unguardedly been be- 
trayed into an appearance of illiberality, which may provoke the 
hoftilities of the Cambridge wranglers. The accounts of 
Quarles and Drummond are written con amore. Theendeavours to 
refcue the Author of the Emblems from negleét, are fpirited and 
commendable. Every reader of fenfibility and tafte will juftify 
the partiality fhewn to the Poet of Hawthornden. 

The Sele? Beauties confift of defcriptive, pathetic, and didactic 
Pieces, Elegies, —Epitaphs, mifcellaneous Pieces, Sonnets, and 
Speeches. [he m>ft conliderable, both in number and value, 
are the productions of Drayton, Quarles, Drummond, Daniel, 
and King. It would too much exceed the limits of our plan to 
produce many fpecimens. The following morceaux will give our 
readers a tafte of what they may expect from the publication at 
large, which we do not hefitate to fay, will afford them a deli- 
cious featt, 
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Headley’s Seleé? Beauties of Englifh Poetry. 21 
On the Death of a Scotch Nobleman ; by Drummond. 


‘ Fame, regifter of Time ! 

Write in thy fcrowle, that I 

Of wifdome lover, and {weet poefie, 

Was cropped in my prime, 

And ripe in worth, though green in years did dye.’ 


To his Son Vincent Corbet ; by Dr. Corbet. 


‘What I fhall Jeave thee none can tell, 
But all fhall fay I with thee well. 

I with thee (Vin.) before all wealth, 
Both bodily and ghoftly health ; 

Nor too much wealth nor wit come to thee, 
So much of either may undoe thee. 

I with thee learning, not for fhow, 
Enough for to inftruct, and know ; 
Not fuch as Gentlemen require 

To prate at table orat fire. — 

I wifh thee all thy mother’s graces, 
Thy father’s fortunes and his places. 

I with thee friends and one at court, - 
Not to build on, but fupport ; 

To keep thee not from doing many 
Oppreffions, but from fuffering any. 

I wiih thee peace in all thy wayes, 
Nor lazy nor contentious days. 

And when thy foul and body part, 

As innocent as now thou art.’ 

Thenotes, which contain many proper iJluftrations of paflages, 
prove that this author has drank deep of the ‘* antient Wells of 
Englifh undefiled.” Mr. H. is anticipated in his remark on the 
fuperiority of Poetry to Painting, as exemplified by ** guos ipfe fa- 
craverat ignes,” by Burke on the Sublime, p. 337. The coinci- 
dence of Pope with Drummond in the fublime fimile of the 
Alps is very ftriking, and almoft makes us converts to the per- 
fuafion that Pope had *‘ pilfer’d fnug.” 

_ Mr. Headley’s ftyle is too florid. His metaphors are fome- 
times far-fetched. and incongruous. The members of his fen- 
tences are frequently disjointed and perplexed. His ufage of 
words is in afew places quaint and unauthorifed.—But thefe may 
be the faults of a lively imagination, and the inaccuracies of a 
young writer whom practice will, no doubt, imperceptibly im- 
prove, 

The feleétions are made from an attentive perufal of the Au- 
thors above mentioned, and exhibit complete and fatisfaGtory 
{pecimens of their different modes of writing. A work execut- 
ed, as this is, with diligence and tafte, is an acquifition to Eng- 
lifh literature. It brings to light a number of poetical beauties 
which before were hardly known to exift, and by feparating them 
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22 Religion confidered as the only Bajis of Happinte/s. 
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from thofe dull and jejune pieces among which they were buried, 
reftores to their authors that fame which could be revived by no 
other expedient. ; 
A}l we have farther to add is, that a refpectable lift of fubferib- 
ers is perfixed to the work, and that Mr. H. has promifed a con- 
tinvation of it. We doubt not but the fuccefs of his prefent 


publication will be fufficient to encourage him in his —.. ‘ 
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Art. IV. Religion confidered as the only Bafs of Happine/s and true 
Philfophy. By the Marchionefs of Sillery, heretofore Countefs of 
Genlis. z Vols. 1zmo. 8s. Boards. Cadell. 1787. 


HIS work was compofed for the ufe of the duke of Or- 
leans’ children; but children are not the only readers who 
will be inftruéted and entertained by its perufal. 

The chief end of the virtuous Authorefs is to examine and re- 
fute the opinions of modern infidels; who have, as fhe thinks, 
by their many publications, which have been read with avidity, 
greatly injured the caufe of religion and morality. Thefe gen- 
tlemen, affuming the name of Philofophers, have difhonoured the 
title by the unreftrained licence of their writings, and have de- 
ceived the public by mifinterpretations. “The Marchionefs chiefly 
attacks the writings of Voltaire, efpecially thofe againft religion, 
government, and morals; fhe hath judicioufly difcriminated be- 
eween the pernicious and the uleful productions of the French 
writers; a circumitance which fufficiently fhews her impartia- 
Jity, and that fhe does not attack the perfon but the author. 

As the foundation of all religion, the exiftence of a God, and 
the immortality of the foul, firft engage the attention of the Au- 
thorefs; fhe proceeds to confider the feveral do€trines of na- 
tural and revealed religion, and concludes her firft volume with 
fome excellent remarks on religious and philofophic fanaticifm 
and on toler-tion. 

In the fecond volume the Marchionefs points out the falfehoods, 
contradictions, and the infincerity of the detraétors of religion ; 
and anfwers feveral objections made by infidels. After having 
recommended the practice of Chriftian virtues, and reprobated the 
prejudices under which the falfe philofopkers of the prefent age 
labour, the Authorefs concludes with recapitulating the duties of 
a religious philofopher, and efpecially thofe of a Chriftian prince. 

Several notes are added at the end of the work, in which we 
meet with many juft criticifms and remarks on fome of the mo- 
dern Freach writers, inter{perfed with a variety of hiftorical and 
biographical anecdo:es; thefe thew the intimate acquaintance 
which the Authorefs has with literature, and her {kill in criticiim. 

It remains that we fhould {peak of the merits of the tranflation, 
En general it is well executed, We are told in the preface that 
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Bifhop Tanner’s Notitia Monaftica. 23 


< in its progrefs it [the tranflation] has been read and compared 
with the original by Madame de Sillery herfelf, who, well ac- 
quainted with the Englifh language, is the beft judge whether her 
fentiménts be conveyed with precifion and neatnefs,’ 

The charaéter which the tranflator, in his dedication of this 
work to the Archbifhop of Canterbury, gives of Madame de 
Sillery and the prefent production of her pen, is fo juft that we 
fhall adopt it. * The prefent work will prove to your Lordfhip 
that fhe is not lefs qualified to inftruct in a religious, than in a 
civil capacity. Her chief aim has been to fet forth religion in its 
moft amiable colours of meeknefs, charity, and toleration ; and to 
point out the duties of a man, and particularly of a prince, to his 
God, his neighbour, and himfelf; and to prove that the only road to 
real happinefs, even in this world, is, to revere and practife the 


principles of the Chriftian religion.’ R he eae 





Art. V. WNotitia Monaffica; or an Account of all the Abbies, Pri- 
ories, and Houfes of Friers, formerly in England and Wales. And 
alfo of all the Colleges and Hofpitals founded before A. D. 1540. 
By the Right Reverend Dr. Thomas Tanner, Bifhop of St. Afaph. 
Publifhed A. D. 1744. by John Tanner, M. A. and now reprint- 
ed, with many Additions, by James Nafmith, M. A. Reétor of 
Snalewell, in Cambridgefhire. Folio. 21. 2s. Boards. Nichols, 
1787. 

ISHOP Tanner’s Notitia Mona/fiicahath been folong efteem- 
B ed by the Public, that our fmall tribute of praife can neither 
enhance its value, nor render it more known to the lovers of an- 
tiquity and the eclefiaftical hiftory of England: we fhall there- 
fore only lay before our readers a concife account of this edition, 
and fhew in what refpeéts it differs from the former impreffion. 

In the former edition, the feveral articles in each county were 
arranged in chronological order ; in the prefent they are placed 
alphabetically. This we think a great improvement; for the 
chronological method, as each county formed a diftin@ feries, 
added no light to the fubje&, and was attended with this obvious 
inconvenience, that the accounts of the religious houfes in the 
fame city or town, inftead of being colle&ted together, and being 
comprehended in one view, were difperfed into as many different 
places as there were different dates of their foundations. 

The additions which Mr. Nafmith has made, confift of ac- 
counts of houfes not noticed in the former editions, and of refer- 
ences to books and MSS. illuftrating the text. The additional 
accounts are not numerous, nor could it be expected that they 
fhould be fo; for no conventual priory or incorporated charity 
could well efcape the repeated fearches of inquifitive antiquaries 
for the {pace of near two centuries. The editor’s infertions are 
every where fupported with ample authorities: it would be well 
if all editors would follow Mr. Nafmith’s example, 
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24 Raftall’s Hiffory of the Antiquities of Southwell. 


The greateft part of the additions confifts inthe references to 
books and MSS. Mr. Nafmith’s fituation in the neighbourhood 
of the univerfity, afforded him an ealy accefs to many valuable li- 
braries; and he feems to have confulred, with affiduity, fuch 
works as any way relate tothe fubject; and to have extracted 
with judgment {uch authorities as elucidate bis author, 

Mr. Nafmith was favoured with Dr. Tannei’s own copy of 
the Novitia Menaflica, containing many additional notes and MS. 
marginal obfervations ; with 2n account of fome hofpitals tn 
Devonfhire, Kent, and Middlefex ; el] of which are inferted in 
their proper places. Ovr Editor laments the death of his valu- 
able friend the Rev. William Cole, M A. That genileman’s 
large collections, relative to monaftic antiquities, would have fur- 
nifhed many additional references ; but thefe are at prefent inac- 
ceflible, being depofited in the Biitifh Muleum, there to remain 
unopened, for twenty-one years, to be computed from the time 
of his death. This lofs was, however, in fome degree recompenfed 
by the opportuni‘y which Mr. Nafmith had of confulting Mr. 
Cole’s copy of Tanner’s Netitia Monafiica, depofited in the uni- 
verfity library at Cambridge, and which contains feveral refer 
ences in the marginal MS. notes. 

On the whole, this edition of Tanner’s Netrtza feems to have 
been publifhed with much care; for, although the lift of errata, 
at the end of the work, is of uncommon length; yet the faults 


are chiefly typographical and litera}, and of no great importance. 
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Art. VI. The Hiftory of the Antiquities of the Town and Church of 


Southaell, in the County of Nottingham. By W. Dickinfon Raf- 
tall, A. M. Fellow of Jefus College, Cambridge. gto. 11. 115. 6d, 
Boards. Robinions. 1787. 


E are told in the introdu€tion to th's work, that fome 
perfons, whofe preferments or property at Southwell at- 
tached them to the place, had requefted two or three gentlemen 
of ability and experience, to publifh the hiftory of that town and 
church. Mr. Raftali’s refidence, almoft equally divided between 
the metropolis and the univerfity of Cambridge, gave him oppor- 
tunities of colle&ting wha:ever was preferved in printed authori- 
ties relative to the fubje& in contemplation, by the accefs which 
it afforded to the libraries of thofe places. This part of the la- 
bour Mr. R. undertook. But indolence or infirmity, fays he, 
* prevented thofe, for whom I made the colletion, from taking ad- 
vantage of it. The variety of authors (many of them too {carce, 
and moft of them too voluminous, for private libraries in general ) 
from which I had made extraéts, induced thofe who were defir- 
ous, at any rate, to have fome hiftory of Southwell, to think thefe, 
difperfed as they were, in fuch a number of volumes, when col- 
Jected into one point of view, worth publication. To this I con- 
fented.’ 
Such 
































Raftall’s Hiflory of the Antiquities of Southwell. 25 


Such is the principal part of the Author's motive for publifh- 
jing his Hiftory of Southwell ; bis ftyle is not the mott perfpicu- 
ous, nor is it fo palifhed as that of fome antiquaries who have 
lately obliged the Public with their Jucubrations. 

The work is divided into fix chapters; in the firft of which 
the Author examines the /tinerarium Antonini; he takes great 

ains to prove that the ftation there called 4d Pontem, is the mo- 

ern Southwell, and not, as Cambden, and other learned writers 
on the fubjeét have thought, Panton, or Paunton. Some reafons 
are alleged why Newark cannot be the Roman 4d Pontem; and 
this leads the Author to givea fhort hiltory of that town, and its 
caftle. After defcribing the flate of Southwell, during the time 
of the Romans, Mr. R. proceeds to view it while it was in the 
hands of the Saxons; who called it Tiovulfngacefter; and he 
offers fome curious conjectures refpecting the etymology of 
that name. He confirms thele opinions, by the confiseration 
of fome coins found in the neighbourhood; and he goes on to 
determine the date and origin of the modern name, Southwell. He 
compares the accounts of the town given In Doom fday- book, 
and ina MS, inthe Britifh Mufeum, with its prefent ftate, and 
fhews the changes it has undergone. 

The church next attracts the Author’s notice; he defcribes its 
foundation by Paulinus, about the year 627; and relates the va- 
tious circumftances of its fluctuating fortune. Refpedting the 
edifice, we meet with many curious remarks, efpecially concern- 
ing the Gothic and Saxon architecture ; where the opinions of 
the moft celebrated writers on the fubjeét are examined and criti- 
cifed. Here conjeCiure bas a wide field; and it is happy for the 
antiquary, that he can fo agreeably amule himfelf among the dry 
bones which the Romans, Goths, Saxons, or Vandals, have left 
for his obferyation. 

In the fecond chapter, the conftitution of the church is parti- 
cularly defcribed ; this fubject, as it is of confequence only to 
thofe who have, or who look for preferments there, we fhall pafs 
Over, 

The third chapter gives an account of the benefaétors and 
patrons of the church ; and the fourth contains the lives of all 
the archbifhops of York, from Paulinus, the firft, to Dr. Mark- 
ham the prefent, Archbifhop. It appears that, from the year 
625, when Paulinus was confecrated, to the prefent time, these 
have been 82 different Archbifhops. 

The fifth chapter is appropriated to the defcription of fome 
antiquities in- and about Southwell; fuch as wells, chapels, 
hofpirals, colleges, nunneries, &c. monuments and tombs in 
the church; coins; Roman, Saxon, and Danifh encampments ; 
with a variety of other curiofities, which will prove very accept- 
able to the antiquarian reader. 
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26 Principia Botanica. 


The fixth chapter contains the modern hiftory of Southwell, 
Here the Author has crowded together a heterogeneous mafs of in- 
formation; fome parts of which are of more than local confe- 
quence. Mr. Raftall gives an hiftorical account of the civil wars, 
the operations of which were carried on in Nottinghamfhire and 
the neighbouring counties, in the reign of Charles I. The prin- 
cipal fource of his information, is a MS. work, faid to be the 
produdtion of a Mr. Savage, a gentleman refident at Southwell, 
during the whole courfe of the tranfactions it records. Other 
friends have likewife furnifhed the Author with materials of fmaller 
import, refpecting thofe troublefome times; and thefe accounts 
are inferted in fuch order as beft connects the events, in order to 
compofe a circumftantial hiftory of the civil wars, as carried on 
in the midland counties. The work concludes with the pedi- 
grees of fome of the principal families of Southwell and its en- 
virons. 

Such is the general outline of the performance before us. Mr. 
Raftall has, doubtlefs, great merit in colle&ting the materials for 
his work; it is alabour which few people would have under- 
taken, and fewer perhaps would have fo well executed. 

The many elegant engravings which accompany the Hiftory of 
Southwell will, in fome refpect, atone for the high price at which 
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Art. VII. Principia Potanica: or a concife and eafy Introduction 
to the fexua! Botany of Linnwus, with the Genera, their Mode of 
Growth, &c. &c. Svo. 3s.6d. Robinions. 1787. 

EE’s Introduction to Botany (fee Review, vol. xiii. p. 241.), 

_z explaining the technical terms, and the fexual fyftem of 
botany, was, we believe, the firft Englifh work of the kind that 
was publifhed; many fimilar books have fince appeared, but moft 
of them have been found, in fome meafure, defective. 

The firft explanatory work which Linné publifhed, was the 
undamenta Botanica. Finding this concife book (for it confifted 
entirely of aphorifms, which were themfelves totally unintelli- 
gible tothe tyro) to be unfatisfaCtory to the Public, he printed, in 
the courfe of a few years, his Philofophia Betanica, which was a 
commentary on the /undamenta, fully explaining the whole of his 
new fyftem and language. It muft, neverthelefs, be acknow- 
ledged, that the Philofophia Botanica is, on account of its brevity, 
not to be underftood without great attention, and minute obfer- 
vations of mature. No writer before Linne (for fo we fhould 
call him) proceeded to treat natural hiftory in the manner to 
which he had recourfe, His quick and lively apprehenfion en- 
abled him, in afhort time, and on a tranfient view, to become 
thoroughly acquainted with an extenfive object; and, compli- 
menting his readers, he imagined that a fingle hint, or the out- 
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Principia Botanicas 27 


line of the fubje&, was fufficient ;—confequently, many of his 
books feem wholly dogmatical, and are fo concife, as to ftand in 
need of large explanations. As an inftance of this, we may re- 
fer to thofe three admirable prefaces to his Sy/fema Natura, where 
a few pages contain as much miatter as othcr writers would ex~- 
tend to as many volumes. . 

The Philofophia Botanica labours under another difadvantage : 
it is written in technical terms, which are not explained. This 
defeét was fupplied in a fubfequent work, entitled Termini Botanici, 
a tranflation of which is prefixed to the Litchfield publication of 
the Vegetable Sy/lem ; and it is to a member of that fociety, if we 
are not deceived, that the Public is indebted for the prefent per- 
formance; which differs in many refpeéts from the Philofophia 
Botanica. 

If we fuppofe an author to be the beft expounder of his own 
works, the plan of the Philofophia Botanica muft undoubtedly be 
the beft for an introduétion to the Linnean fyftem; and the 
Principia Botanica fhould have had that work for its baiis. Lt will 
be found neverthelefs to be a ufeful book, It explains ina clear 
manner the different parts of the fructification and plant. This 
is all comprized in 38 pages, svithout plates, which the author 
intentionally omitted, in order to afford the book at a cheap rate. 
Then follows a catalogue of the genera, in the fyftematic order, 
but without the characters ; the manner of the growth (i. e. in 
the Linnean language the duration, whether ©, ¢, 1, or h.) 
of each genus is added, the number of its {pecies, and the countries 
of which they are indigenous, Several valuable notes accompany 
this catalogue, mentioning the medical and economical ufes of 
particular {pecies, and circumftances tending to illuftrate the fy{- 
tem, or fhew its fuperiority to every other that preceded it. In 
a note at p.'66, the Author fays, * Ce/lery is not defcribed by Lin- 
neus.’ It isa variety of 4pium graveclens, as Linné well knew ; 
and, by being planted in a dry light foil, and blanched, it is 
changed from a poifonous, to an agreeable and wholefome vege- 
table. All the other notes are, we think, unexceptionable, and 
muft be ufeful. 

Three indices are added ; one containing the generic names 
properly accented; the fecond, the trivial names, with the genus 
to which they belong; and the third is an index of Englith names, 
with the Linnean name oppofite. 

We have no doubt in pronouncing the book a ufeful one; 
but, at the fame time, we think that it might have been much 
more ufeful, had not the explanatory plates been fypprefled ; 
wooden cuts might have well fupplied their place, and they could 
not have greatly increafed the price of the book. Yet, after all 
that can be faid, no performance can equal the Philofophia Bota- 
mica; and the deft introductory book for an Englith reader would 
be 
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be a tranflation of that admirable work, with a copious commen- 
tary and numerous explanatory notes. The Litchfield Society 
have fhewn themfelves qualified for the tafk, and it is to be hoped 
that they wil] not difcontinue their labours, but proceed to ren- 
der the fcience every material fervice in .beir power. Rs 


a 





Art. VIII. Putrosopxicat Transactions of the Royal Society 
of Londen. Vol. LXAVil. For the Yeari787. Partil. to. 
3s. Davis. 17%7. 

MATHEMATICAL and ASTRONOMICAL Papers. 

The Principles and Ilujiration of an advantageous Method of are 
ranging the D:fferences of Logarithms on Lines graduated for the 
Purpoje of Compu ation, By William Nicholion. 


NsTRUMENTAL Arithmetic has been of fuch great utility 
in the ordinary employments of life, and fo eafy and practi- 
cable as to be managed by people unfk:lled in the principles on 
which it is founded, that every attempt to improve it is laud- 
able: but, when thefe attempts have been fuccefstul, and when 
a real improvement has been made, peculiar praife is due to the 
perfon who thus confers benefits on mankind. The great uni- 
verfality and extenfive ufe of Gunter’s feale, and the eafe with 
which, in two minutes, it truly folves the moft intricate pro- 
blems in menfuration, gauging, furveying, navigation, and 
many other arts, renders it an inftrument of great importance in 
common life.. That it hag a defeét cannot be denied, viz. that 
it is not, in its prefent ftate, applicable to very large numbers, 
on account of the fmallnefs of the divifions. Mr. Nicholfon’s 
ingenious contrivance fupplies that defect; and he has, in this 
paper, fhewn how the lines may be arranged on a twelve-inch 
feale, fo that the divifions of the logarithmic lines may, in that 
Jength, be equal to thofe which, in the ufual way, would re- 
quire a {cale of twenty feet. His method is to divide the loga- 
rithmic line, twelve feet long, into ten equal parts, and to place 
thefe parts, parallel toeach other, on a twelve inch fcale. The 
intervals between the antecedents and confequents are taken by 
a beam compafs adapted to the {cale. 

The principles on which the inftrument is conftru€ted, are 
demonftrated from the properties of two or more geometrical fe- 
ries’, which have the fame common ratio as 

@, an, an”, an’, an*, an’, &c. 
b, bn, bn*, bn’, on*, bn’, &e. 
The ratio of any term in one feries, to its correfponding one in 
the other, will be conftant. Thus @:4:: an:bn, and :: gn?: 
bn3, &c. or diagonally a: bn? :: an3 :bn5, &c. Having demon- 
ftrated thefe properties, Mr. Nicholfon proceeds to his princi 
pal propofition, which is as follows: 
‘2 
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¢ If the differences of the logarithms of numbers be laid in order 
upon an arrangement of equidiftant parallel right lines, in fuch a 
manner as that a right line, drawn acrofs the whole, fhall interfeé it 
at divifions, which denote numbers in geometrical progreffion; then, 
from the condition of the arrangement and the property of the loga- 
rithmic line, it follows, 1ft, That every right line, fodrawn, will, 
by its interfections, indicate a geometrical feries of numbers. 2dly, 
That fuch feries, as are fo indicated by parallel right lines, will have 
the fame common ratio: and, 3dly, That the feries thus indicated by 
two parallel right lines, fuppoied to move laterally without changing 
their mutual dijtance or parallelifm to themfelves, will have each the 
fame common ratio, and in all pairs of feries indicated by fuch two 
lines, the ratio between an antecedent on one parallel, and the op- 

ofite term on the other, taken as a confequent, will be conftant. 

‘ If therefore an antecedent and confequent be given, it will be 
poflible to find both on the arrangement, and to draw two parallel 
lines, one over each number; and if the lines be then fuppofed to 
move, without changing either their diftance or abfolute direétion, 
fo that the line, which before marked an antecedent, may now mark 
a new antecedent, the other will mark a number, at the fame rela- 
tive pofition and diftance, which fhall be the confequent to this laft 
antecedent after the fame ratio.’ 

Thefe principles are fufficiently obvious to a mathematician 
without demonftration; and on thefe Mr. N. has conftru&ed 
the fcale; which, as we faid above, confifts of ten parallel loga- 
rithmic lines, each being the tenth part of Gunter’s line: fo 
that the firft line ends at the divifion 1.2589&c. i. e, 


10 7% the fecond at 1.5848&c. or 10}*®5 the third at 19952 


&c. or To\Fs, and fo on to the tenth, which ends atio. Two 
moveable ftraight edges are focontrived, as to cut all thefe ten 
parallel lines at any diftance required, one being fet to cut the 
antecedent, and the other the confequent, of any ratio; and, 
being fixed in a frame, fo that their parallelifm may be preferved, 
they may be moved together, until one of them Cuts a new an- 
tecedent; the fecond will therefore cut the confequent corre- 
{ponding to it. 

The fimplicity of the inftrument renders its ufe extremely 
eafy, and the largenefs of the civifions gives it an advantage fo 
{uperior to the fiiding rules now in ufe, that we think it will be 
univerfally adopted. 

Mr. Nicholfon does not confine the arrangement of the paral- 
lel lines to a ftraight direction. They may be arranged in pa- 
rallel circles, and, inftead of the two parallel edges to cut them, 
two radii, moving on a centre, may be fubftituted in their places. 
This laft is a moft admirable contrivance, as it unites, in one 
inftrument, both the excellencies of Gunter’s line and feétor, 
and has this material advantage, that it very much magnifies the 
divifions at the extremity of the line of fines, at the beginning 
of 
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of the line of verfed fines, and at the middle of the line of tan- 
ents, 

: Were we to enlarge on all thefe particulars, we might fill 
many pages: we fhall therefore refer our readers to the volume 
before us, not doubting that they will applaud Mr. Nicholfon’s 
ingenuity. 

On the Preceffion of the Equinoxes. Bv the Rev. Samuel Vince, 

M.A. F.R.S. 


Though the annual quantity of the preceffion has been accu- 
rately determined, both by calculation and obfervation, yet the 
difficulty and abftrufenefs of the former, and the nicety required 
in the latter method, fufficiently juftify Mr. Vince in attempt- 
ing to obtain a more fimple and eafy folution of the problem 
than hath been hitherto given. 

The principles on which he proceeds are juft, and his invefti- 
gation is ingenious; but the data, whence the conclufion is 
drawn, are uncertain. ‘This indeed has been the cafe in every 
folution, and the eftimation of the quantity of the preceffion will 
remain fubje&t to much uncertainty, until the figure of the 
earth, the nutation of the axis, and whether the earth is uni- 
formly denfe in all its parts, be accurarely known. Mr. Vince 
acknowledges theie defiderata, and he has fully accomplifhed his 
defign in giving, from the data in his pofleflion, an eafy and 
fimple method of determining the preceffion of the equinoxes, as 
far as it depends on the aétion of the fun’s attraétion, 


Account of an Obfervation of the right Afcenfion and Declination of 
Mercury out of the Meridian, near his greateft Elongation, Sep- 


tember 1786. By John Smeaton, F. R. S. 


Mr. Smeaton here defcribes an infrument for making fuch an 
obfervation on a planet, out of the meridian, as will afford data 
for computing the planet’s right afcenfion and declination. ‘The 
inftrument confifts of a micrometer telefcope, fo contrived as to 
be manageable on an equatorial motion. The Author’s inge- 
nuity, with refpect to mechanical inventions, has Jong been the 
fubject of public approbation ; and in this inftance he has given 
a frefh proof how defervedly that approbation has been acquired. 
The excellency of every mechanical invention depends on the 
affirmative anfwer to this obvious queftion: Does it accomplith 
the purpofe, to which it is fubfervient, better than the contri- 
vances that have been in common ufe before it? 

If it were impoffible to obferve Mercury on the meridian, or 
if the obfervation made out of the meridian afcertain his right 
afcenfion and declination more accurately, or with le(s caleulation, 
thar the former; then Mr. Smeaton’s method muft be prefer- 
able to that which is commonly ufed. But as the planet may 
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be feen on the meridian, and his right afcenfion and declination 
are deducible, from fuch an obfervation, eafier and more accu- 
rately than from any other, it appears that our ingenious Author 
has exerted his mechanical talents, in this cafe, without render- 
ing any material fervice to the fcience, or facilitating the labours 
of the practical aftronomer. 

The obfervation which Mr. Smeaton here records, fixes the 
right afcenfion of Mercury at 163° 59° 21”, and his declination 
7° 44°25” north, on September 23, 1786, 5" 12° 35 mean 
time. 

We fear that this fingle obfervation will not tend much to 
correct the theory of Mercury’s orbit. If Mr. Smeaton conti- 
nues his obfervations, and favours the Public with ten or twelve 
places of Mercury, at or about the times of 3 or 4 elongations, 
the fcience of aftronomy would reap confiderable advantage ; 
for there is great reafon to fufpect that our prefent theory of that 
planet is imperfect. We would certainly recommend the meri- 
dian. obfervation, fince it is much more eafy to be made, and 
would determine the right afcenfion and declination of the planet, 
with at leaft five times lefs calculation, than is neceflary to be 
ufed in the reduction of the exmeridian obfervation. 


A Supplement to Major-general Roy’s Account of the Mode propo- 
fed to be followed in determining the relative Situation of the Royal 
Obfervatories of Greenwich and Paris. 

General Roy here correéts an error in his account of the pro- 
pofed meafurement * Npublifhed in the firft part of the prefene 
volume, He copied it from M, Bouguer, and remarked, that 
there appeared fome inconfiftency in the French philefopher’s 
method for obtaining the length of a degree of a great circle 
perpendicular to the meridian. Dr. Mafkelyne pointed out the 
fource of the error, and obligingly communicated it to General 
Roy, who took the firft opportunity of giving it, tozether with 
fome other corrections, to the Public, through the fame chan- 
nel in which the account was originally conveyed. 

[The Medical and Anatomical Papers in our next.] 


* Of which we gave an account in our Review for September laft, 


page 180. JA ie 


i. 





Art. 1X. Supplement to the Letters written by the late Philip Dormer 
Stanhope, Earl of Chefterfield, to his Son, Philip Stanhope, Efq. 
Jate knvoy Extraordinary at the Court of Drefdeg. 4to. 5s. 
fewed. Dodfley. 1787. 


F the former feries of Lord Chefterfield’s Letters to his 
Son, we gave our opinion, at large, in the fiftieth and 
fifty-firft volumes of our Review. Of this Supplement to that 

publication, the following account is given by the Editor : 
10 § Soon 
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* Soon after the publication of the late Lord Chefterfeld’s Letters 
to his Son, the additional ones contained in the prefent collection 
were recovered by Mrs. Stanhope. That fhe had a defign to publith 
them appears from the following Preface, which was found with the 
Letcers, foon after Mrs. Stanhope’s deceafe, in her own hand- 
writing : 

PREFACE. By Mrs. E. Stanhope. 

*« The favourable reception of the late Earl of Chefterfield’s Let- 
ters to his Son, encourages the Editor to hope that'a completion of 
them will be acceptable to the Publit. It has often been regretted 
that feveral of the firft letters were wanting; fome in particular, 
which form an epitome of Englifh hiftory, and others on geographi- 
cal fubjeéts. Mott of thefe deficiencies are fupplied in the prefent 
publication. 

‘«¢ In order to prove the authenticity of the letters in this collec- 
tion, as we!l as to teftify her gratitude, the Editor begs leave to in- 
form the Public, that the originals, now in her pofleflion, were moft 
generoufly tranfmitted to her by Sir William Forbes, whofe father 
inherited them from the late Sir Andrew Mitchell. How they came 
into Sir Andrew’s poflefion is not known; probably they were left 
with him at Berhin, by the Iate Mr. Philip Stanhope. 

‘© To the letters written to Mr. Stanhope in his juvenile days, are 
added fome of a more recent date. One of thefe, containing the 
character of the late Duke of Ormond, and fome circumftances rela- 
tive to that nobleman’s impeachment, will, perhaps, be deemed in- 
terefting.”” : 

Of the authenticity of thefe Supplemental Letters, there can 
be no doubt: of their importance, little can be faid. Some of 
them are not written in Lord C.’s beft manner. He would (but 
there is no readin in the grave!) be forry to fee them in print, 
with fo few of the graces of compofition, Yet, as he did not 
intend any part of his fond correfpondence with his *¢ dear little 
boy” for public perufal, the want of a laboured correétnefs, or 
the higheft polith of ftyle, ought not to bring down the {mallet 
reflection on his Lordfhip’s literary fame; for he was, undoubt- 
edly, one of the moft polite writers of the age: and we juftly 
apply to him what Pope faid of Voiture : 


‘* His eafy art did happy nature feem ; 
Trifles themfelves were elegant in him.” 
g. 





Art. X. A Provincial Glofary, with a Collection of local Proverbs, 
and popular Superftitions. By Francis Grofe, Efq. 8vo. 5s. 
Boards. Hooper. 1787. 


HE Public are indebted to Captain Grofe for feveral inge- 
nious and elegant works. They are now to thank him for 

one which will, in part, be ufeful: @ provincial gloffary will no 
doubt be acceptable to all perfons defirous of underftanding our 
ancient writers. ‘ Divers partial collections,’ fays the publither, 
* have been occafionally made, all which have been well received, 
and 
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and frequently reprinted: thefe are, in this work, all united un- 
der one alphabet, and augmented by many hundred words col- 
leéted by the editor in the different places wherein they are ufed ; 
the rotation of military quarters and the recruiting fervice, having 
occafioned him to refide for fome time in moft of the counties in 
England.’ 

With refpeét to the firft divifion of the work, the Dictionary 
of provincial and local words, we wifh that it had been fome- 
what fuller, fince the feveral terms and phrafes which occur 
in it, are for the moft part well and fatisfactorily explained. 

Of the fecond part of his publication the editor obferves—‘As 
the local proverbs all allude to the particular hiftory of the places 
mentioned, or fome ancient cuftoms refpecting them, they feem 
worth preferving, particularly as both the cuftoms and many of 
the places alluded to are fliding filently into oblivion.” This is 
in a great degree juft. A/l of thefe proverbs, however, do not 
allude to particular places and ancient cuftoms. Some of them, 
too, are fo very infignificant and unmeaning, as no way to merit 
retaining: while of others it is wholly impofible to give any 
kind of interpretation even with the aid of conjecture ; fo greatly 
are they obfcured by time. Of this the compiler appears to be 
fully fenfible, as he has fet down feveral without a comment or 
obfervation of any kind. Many of them, likewife, ferve for no 
other purpofe than to exhibit barbari/ms and corruptions, from 
which we could with to fee our language entirely free. 

As to the concluding fection, which treats of popular fuper- 


Siitions and fancies, the Captain honeftly acknowledges that the 


jubftance of it is chiefly collected from books. The writers con- 
fulted on this occafion are K. James I. Glanvil, Dr. Henry More, 
Beaumont, Aubrey, Mather, Baxter, Reginald Scot, &c. ¢ Other 
articles on this fubject,’ fays the editor, * and thofe not a few, have 
been collected from the mouths of village hiftorians, as they were 
relaied to a clofing circle of attentive hearers, afflembled in a 
winter’s evening, round the capacious chimney of an old hall or 
manor-houfe ; for formerly, in countries remote from the me- 
tropolis, or which had no immediate intercourfe with it, before 
news-papers and ftage-coaches had imported fcepticifm, and made 
every plowman and threfher a politican and freethinker, ghofts, 
fairies, and witches, with bloody murders committed by tinkers, 
formed a principal part of rural converfation, in all large aflem- 
blies, and particularly thofe in Ciriftmas holidays, during the 
burning of the yule-block.’ 

‘Ic will fcarcely be conceived,’ continues he, ¢ how great anum- 
ber of fuperftitious notions and pra€tices are {till remaining and 
prevalent in different parts of thefe kingdoms, many of which are 
till ufed and alluded to even in and avout the metropolis ; and 
every perfon, however carefully educated, will, upon examination, 
find that he has fome how or other imbibed and ftored up in his 
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memory, a much greater number of thefe rules and maxims thar 
he could at firft have imagined. To account for this, we need 
only turn our recollection towards what pafled in our childhood, 
and reflect on the avidity and pleafure with which we liftened to 
ftories of ghofts, witches, and fairies, told us by our maids and 
nurfes. And even among thofe whofe parents had the good 
fenfe to prohibit fuch relations, there is fearce one in a thoufand 
but may remember to have heard, from fome maiden aunt or an- 
tiquated coufin, the various omens that have announced the ap- 
proaching deaths of different branches of the family &c.—The 
effets of ideas of this kind are not eafily got the better of.’—Very 
true. We are entirely of Captain Grofe’s opinion. To talk, 
however, of the pernicious tendency of thefe ridiculous ftories, 
at the fame time that he is diffeminating them by means of his 
book, has furely fomewhat of retrogradation, To {peak fincerely, 
we cannot fay much in praife of this part of the publication— 
ghofts, fairies and witches, are almoft every where b/ackballed. 
Neither high nor /ow will, at the prefent day, except in fome very 
obf{cure and remote fituations, admit them to their acquaintance. 
In a word, enough has been faid about them by writers of former 
(and more credulous) times. 

This work may be confidered as a fupplement to Capt. Grofe’s 
Claffical Digtionary of the Vulgar Tongue: fee Review, vol. 


LXXIV. Pp. 234. A. . 


Art. XI. Hifforical and Critical Memoirs of the Life and Writings of 
M. de Voltaire: interfperfed with numerous Anecdotes, poetical 
Pieces, Epigrams, and Bon Mots, little known, and never before 
publifhed in Englith, relative to the Literati of France. From the 
French of Dom Chaudon. 8vo. 6s. Robinfons. 1786. 


Cx a writer as Voltaire, might be fure of having many 
x» Biographers. The life of an author, however, is feldom inte- 
refting to the generality of readers. The cabals in which he may 
have engaged, contribute nothing to his reputation as a literary 
character, and little to his credit as aman. The days of the 
philofopher of Ferney, as M. de V. is fometimes called, were 
pafled in a ‘ war of words’—He was involved in difpute and con- 
troverly with men of almoft every defcription and character, —~ 
from the ilJuftrious Frederic, and the learned Maupertuis, down 
to the infignificani Freron, and the contemptible Des Fontaines. 

Dom Chaudon has employed by far too great a number of his 
pages in giving an account of thefe difputes, in which the public 
are no way concerned, and from which they cannot receive much 
entertainment. In the hiftory of Voltaire’s tranfa€tions with va- 
rious bookfellers, our author, or editor, obferves—* It had been 
as well if Monfieur de Voltaire had not made the public purchafe 
the fame things three or four times over. Five or fix little pieces 
of 








Memuirs of the Life and Writings of Voltaire. 35 


of his, appeared every year, which at the end of that year were 
collééted tozether under the title of A/ifcedlanies.’ - This remark, 


which is undoubredly juft, will apply particularly to the prefent 
ublication, moft of the anecdotes, &c. here prefented to us as 


‘ Jittle known,’ having repeatedly appeared in print. Ic muft be 
obferved too, that many of the quips and guiddities of this great 
man are omitted in the compilement before us; we could enume~ 
race feveral, but will content ourfelves with printing one of his 
epigrams, which is much admired on the continent as an elegant 
arody, and has certainly conficerable point in it. It was oc 

cafianed by the publication of a volume entitled Lettres Secreties, 
which letters were forged, and attributed to our philofopher : 

“ Voila donc mes Lettres Secrettes, 

Si fecrettes, que pour lecteur 

Elles n’ont que leur imprimeur, 

Et les Meffieurs qui les ont faites.” 

The Abbé Gaultier’s * account of the ficknefs and death of 
the ‘Jnfidel, Voltaire +,’ and. which is to be found in the prefent 
work, has fomething particularly interefting in it. It would 
feem, however, that the philofopher, while he received the vifits 
of the prieft, and even appeared to liften to him as his ghoftly di- 
rector, was actually diverting himfelf at the officiou{nefs which 
he had fhewn. The following extraét is from the memoir of 
the aforefaid Abbé, publifhed at Paris immediately on the demife 
of M.de V. * The Abbé Mignot promifed me that his uncle 
fhould fign the retracétation which I had prepared. I then told 
him, that I fhould be very happy if the Curate of St. Sulpice 
might be prefent when M. de Voltaire retraéted ; and we went 
to the houfe of that worthy paftor, who willingly agreed to ac- 
company us. Before we entered the chamber of M. de Voltaire, 
I read the retractation I had drawn up to the Marquis de Villette, 
who faid it met with his entire approbation. 

‘We then entered the apartment of M. de Voltaire: the Cu- 
rate of St. Sulpice defired to {peak with him firft, but M. de Vol- 
taire did not feem to know him. I then endeavoured to {peak to 
himin myturn. He feized my hand, and fhewed figns ot confi- 
dence and friendfhip; but I was much furprifed to near him fay 
tome, Mr. Abbé Gaultier, | beg you would make my comp!r- 





* * An Ex-Jefuit who vifited M. de V. unafked ; and with the more 
confidence,’ fays our Author, ¢ becaufe he had made a convert of a fa- 
mous Epicurean.’ 

t ‘‘ He muft have a good ftomach,”? fays Mr. Grav in one of his 
letters, “* who can digett the Crambe recofa of Voltaire. Atheifm is 
a vile difh, though all the cooks of France combine to make new 
fauces for it.” True. But Mr. G. has miftaken the principles of our 
Philofopher. M. de Voltaire was an Ejprit fort, a Freethinkers A 
_ Freethinker, however, is not, by confequence, aa Acheiit. 
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ments to the Abbé Gaultier. He continued to fay feveral other 
unconneétedthings. As I perceived he was delirious, I faid no« 
thing to him either of his confeffion or his retractation, I re- 
quefted thofe about him to let me know if his reafon returned, 
which they promifed me ; but, alas ! I was informed the next day 
that he expired three hours after we had left him, that is, the 
thirtieth of May 1778, about eleven at night. If I had ima- 
gined he would have died fo foog, I would never have left him, 
but have done my utmoft to give him fpiritual affiftance. He 
died therefore without the facraments ! God grant he may not 
have died without a fincere defire to receive them, and an un- 
feigned intent to retract the impieties of his life.’ 

The Abbé, as appears by his letters, was far too importunate 
and prefling towards the man whofe recantation he was defirous 
of receiving. ‘* lt was a notable obfervation of a wife father, and 
no lefs ingenuoufly confefled” (fays the excellent Lord Bacon), 
“6 That thofe which held and perfuaded preffure of confciences were com- 
monly interefled therein themfelves for their own ends.” It were to be 
wifhed that Abbé Gaultier had borne in mind this obfervation of 
the reverend father, and conducted himfelf according to its rule, 
Monfieur de Voltaire was not without religion, but he could 
not endure to hear a prieft dogmatize. But whatever might be 
his notion as to his duty toward God, he had certainly a juft and 
proper idea of his duty to man, as his conduét in the cafes of 
Calas and Sirven, befide other inftances, fufficiently teftifies. 

We fhall conclude our account of this performance with ob- 
ferving, that Dom Chaudon, a monk, can {carcely be confidered ! 
by any one as a proper perfon to give an hiftory of the life and 
writings of Voltaire. His mind is evidently warped by religious 
prejudices. ‘The man of whom he writes was afluredly a great 
genius; and had he confined himfelf to one particular ftudy, 
poetry or hiffory, for example, he would have been deemed ftill 
greater. Like the libertine Lord Bolingbroke, he diminifhed by 
his philofophy that reputation which he had juftly acquired by his 
other writings. | 

The tranflation of this work is very indifferently executed, 
particularly the poetical part. We are told, page 293.—* Not- 
withftanding his enthufiaim in behalf of the Englith, he confefled 

‘there were among them many unfociable and melancholic cha- 
racters. He one day faid to Lord Lyttleton, 
Capricious, proud, the felf-fame axe avails, 
| To chop off monarchs’ heads, or horfes tails.’ 

The verfes in the original are nearly as follow.x—We fay nearly; 

becaule we are obliged to print them from memory, not hav- 
_ing a copy at hand. 
Vous, fiers Anglois, et barbares que vous étes, 
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Mais les Francois plus polis, et aimant les loix, 
Laiffent les queues a leurs betes et les tétes a leurs Rais. 

Thefe epigrammatic lines were, we believe, compofed by Vol- 
taire when he was firft in England, at which time docked horfes 
were much the fafhion: a fafhion which had never been feen in 
France. The Reader will perceive how greatly the expreffion is 
weakened by the Tranflator, and that the two Jaft lines are en- 
tirely {upprefled. 

Another French account of the life of Voltaire has been lately 
tranflated into Englifh ; of which an account will be given in 


our next. yA: Wi : 


Art. XII. A Declaration of my laft Sentiments on the different Do&rines 
of Religion. By the late Pierre Frangois le Courayer, D.D. Au- 
thor of the-Differtation on the Validity of Englifh Ordinations, 
and Tranflator of the Hiftory of the Council of Trent, by Fra, 

- Paoli Sarpi, and of the Hiftory of the Reformation by John Slei- 
dan. Publifhed in French * from the MS. of the Author, by 
William Bell, D.D. Prebendary of the Collegiate Church of St. 
Peter, Weftminfter. 4 faithful Trauflation ; to which is prefixed, 
An Account of Dr. Courayer. 12mo. 2s. 6d. Johnfon. 1787. 





R. Courayer, who belonged to the order of Regular Canons 
of St. Auguftine, and was Librarian of St. aietioie, in 
Paris, diftinguifhed himfelf there by the freedom of his opinions, 
and was obliged to feek refuge from perfecution, in England. 
Here his writings and character obtained him the protection of 
many of the firft men in the kingdom, and a penfion of 200/, 
per annum from Queen Caroline. He never formally renounced 
the Roman: Catholic communion. He declared, on his death- 
bed, that he died 4 member of the Catholic church, but without 
approving many of the opinions and fuperftitions which had been 
introduced into it. His laft thoughts, here tranflated, breathe a 
{pirit of freedom and candour, which refleéts honour on his mee 
mory. The following opinion concerning the perfon of Chrift, 
delivered by a profefled member of the Romifh church, may 
merit fome attention : 
* Of all the modes of explaining the doctrine of the Trinity, I 


‘know of none more contrary to the true dottrine of Chriftianity, than 


that which fuppofes in the Deity an exiftence of three fubftances dif- 
tinct, however collateral, however fubordinate. It is, in my appre- 
henfion, to re-eftablifh Polytheifm, under the pretext of explainin 

a myitery. The Unity of God is the foundation of the Gofpel ; 
and every thing that may in any way affe@ this truth is dangerous, 
As Jefus Chrif& and his Apoftles have laboured, on the one hand, to 
reclaim the Gentiles from the belief and from the worfhip of many 
Gods, and have fuppofed, on the other hand, that the Jews thought 





* Anedition in French is likewife publifhed by Elmfley, pr. 1s, 6d. 
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foundly in the article of Deity, in which they never diftinguifhed 
different fabitances ; it feems to me-a departure from the fimplicity 
of the Gofpel, and a voluntary inclination to corrupt the idea of a 
clear truth, by fingular explications, which it becomes neceflary ta 
abufe at leaft, in order to combat. 

« I believe, therefore, that there is but only Oxe Gon; that his 
Spirit is not a fubftance diftin& from n1m ; and that Jefus Chrift, to 
whom divinity was very intimately united, is his Son in virtue of 
that union. This is all the ¥rinity that I find in the Gofpel; and 
I cannot conceive that any other Yrinftyican accord with the Unity of 
God. I know that many ancient writers have had recourfe to the 
multiplication of fubitances, to give us an idea of this myftery; and 
others have imagined other fyftems, more philofophical than evan- 

elical, that have lefs ferved to clear up this matter than to obfcure 
it. But I diftinguifh thefe fyftems from that of the GospeL: and, 
in as much as I find this Jaft worthy of refpect, it therefore ap- 
pears to me little effential to adopt notions which often have much 
obfcurity, and fometimes are even involved in contradiétion. 

‘ The Incarnation has nothing any more contrary to the doétine 
of the Unity of Gov, than the Trinity. Accordiogly, it 4s ex- 
tremely remarkable, that neither Jefus Chriit nor his:Apoftles have 
ever reprefented to us thefe myfteries as including incomprehenfible 
things, and which it was impoflible to reconcile to reafon. Gop, 
willing to draw men from their errors and to purify them from their 
fins, filled Jefus Chrilt with his wifdom, invefted him with his power, 
communicated to him his authority, and gave him his Spirit *, not 
by meafare, as to the prophets, but ‘united himfelf fo intimately 
with him, that Jefus~Chrift appeared in the form of God + $ that he 
was made Lord ‘and Chriftt; Prince and Saviour $; that he was 
filled with wifgom and with grace || ; that all the falnefs of the Gads 
head refided corparéaljy in him q ; and-that he received the glory, 
the honour, the virtue, the ftrength, and. the bletling,, of his Fa- 
ther ** ; wxo, by che participation which he gave him of his power 
and authority, made him enter, at the fame time, into a participa- 
tion of his glory, in fuch a manner, that he who honours the Son 
honours the Father who fent him+f. Thus Gon, referring always 
évery thing-to himfelf, and not terminating in Jefus Chrift, who is 
no otherwife regarded than as the orean and the inftrument of the 
mercy of his Father, is always Gop alone, who is the object of our 
adorations ; and there is nothing that fhocks us in conceiving, that 
He can communicate himfelf to a man as fully, and as intimately, as 
he judges it neceflary for his own glory, and for the falvation of 
mankind. 

‘ This is the explication of that intimate union of divinity with 
humanity in Jefus Chrift, which, perfeétly fimple as it is, has fo 
much divided all Chriftendom. From a willingnefs to find, in this 
intimate union of divinity with humanity in Jefus Chrift, all that we 





* Joh. iii. 34. + Phil. ii. 6. t Aétts, 11. 36. 
& Ads, v. 31. l| Luke, ii. go, _ gq Coloff. ii. 9. 
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sence in the union of the body and the foul, we have been 
te into embarraffments and contradictions, which it is impoflible 
either to explain or to conciliate. We talk of hypottafes, of per- 
fonalities, of idioms, and of every thing that a dark philofophy could 
imagine, to render things credible, of which it was unable to give 
us any notion. Some have made a ridiculous mixture of the divinity 
with the humanity. Others, in difcriminating too nicely the dif- 
ference, have feemed to place Jefus Chritft only in the rank of ordi- 
nary prophets. Hence the Neftorianifm, the Eutycheifm, the Apo- 
linarifm, and the Monothelifme, which have excited fuch fatal 
fchifms in the church, and which have, perhaps, as much favoured 
the progrefs of Mahometanifm in the Eaft, as the ignorance of thefe 
nations, and the victorious arms of the Saracens. 

‘ To avoid thefe excefles, we muit abide in the fimplicity of the 
Gofpel, and content ourfelves with acknowledging, that God, to 
bring the world back to his knowlgdge and to his worthip, gave 
birth to Jefus Chrift in a miraculous manner, and united HimseLr 
to him in a way the mott clofe and intimate, fo that it might be faid, 
that Jefus Chrift was in God *, and God in him; that all that ap- 
pertained to the Father + was in the difpofition of the Son, by the 
communication which the Father,had given him of His power; that 
he had refigned all judgment to himf; that, as the Father could 
raife the dead to life, the Son could do fo alfo § : that the do@rine of 
Jefus Chrift was not his own, but. that of his Father who fent him |]; 
that he was only the fame thing with him q ; that it was the Father 
who abode in him, and who did all his works ** ; in one word, that 
he was the Son of God t+, becaufe that God, on fending him into 
the world, had fanétified him to fuch a degree, that he who faw him ff, 
faw his Father, and that he who believed in him, believed alfo in 
God. 

‘ When one has once acknowledged the truth and the holinefs of 
the Gofpel, all this doctrine concerning the perfon of Jefus Chrift 
appears to me fo fimple, that I cannot conceive how it was poffible to 
corrupt it by fo many explications, which are good for nothing, but 
to make Chriftianity appear lefs reafonable, and full of contradic- 
tions. In confequence of a continual defire to find new myiteries, 
an infinitude of imaginations have been confecrated ; and it is {till 
more lamentable, that thefe imaginations are become a part of re- 
ligion, by the authority of fome, and by the acquiefcence of others; 
fo that a man paffes for an unbeliever, or an irreligious perfon, if he 
does not fubfcribe to the predominant fyftem, and if he happens to 
have too much underftanding to fubmit to received prejudices, or too 
much fortitude to be overawed by violence. 

‘ It is not fo much the perfon of Jefus Chrift, as his doérine, that 
is the obje& of the Chriftian religion ; and though we ought to ho- 
nour the Son as we honour the Father, becaufe he had nis miffion, 
and was clothed with nis authority, it is, however, to Gop only 
that Jefus Chrift reclaims our attention; and he affumes no other 
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confequence to recommend himfelf to the Jews, than as having been 
fanétified by his Father, to come and announce u1Is doctrine, and te 
inftruét vs in truths unknown to the Gentiles, and very much altered 
by the Jews.’ 
On other topics of controverfy, Dr. Courayer fpeaks with 
equal clearnefs and freedom. ’ 
The original work was given in manufcript to the late Prin- 
cefs Amelia, and left by her Royal Highnefs as a legacy to Dr. 
Bell *, who publifhed it according to the Author’s inftructions, 
and remarks, in his Advertifement, that ** the laft fentiments 
of a writer of Mr, Le Courayer’s celebrity, placed in fo particu- 
Jar a fituation, are furely, in themfelves, fufficient to excite the 
curiofity of the learned, and of every perfon who has any ferious 
regard for religion.” 
The Tranflator, whofe name is concealed, profefles to have 
given a ftriétly faithful, and almoft verbal, verfion of the work. 


* To this gentleman, who, we believe, was chaplain to the Prin- 
cefs, the Public are obliged for feveral learned and ingenious pub- 
lications ; for which our General Index may be confulted : turn to the 
name, in the lilt, at the end of vol. I. é a . 





Art. XIII. TranfaGiens of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, 
Manufa&lures, and Commerce. Vol, V. concluded; See our lat 
Month’s Review, p. 468. 


PAPERS on AGRICULTURE. 


F we have not, in the prefent publication, fo many articles 
on this important branch of icience, as were contained in 
fome of the preceding volumes, yet thofe which are here com- 
municated to us, are fufficient to fhew that the labours of the 
Society have not been in vain. In the firft paper is given an 
account of avery extenfive plantation of trees at Butsfield, in Dur- 
ham, belonging to Thomas White, of Retford, Nottinghamfhire, 
Efquire, on whom the Society had formerly beftowed feveral 
honorary premiums for planting many different kinds of trees. 
* A fenfe of gratitude,’ fays Mr. White, ‘ for fach liberal and 
diitinguifhed marks of the Society’s favour and attention, paid to 


my feeble endeavours to profecute fo ufeful a work, has encouraged 
me to trouble you with this etter.’ 


Tne Public are much obliged to Mr. White for this ufeful 
communication, and few, we believe, will think that the en- 
deavours of that man have been feeble, who has converted, in a 
few years, FIVE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVEN acres from 
@ barren watte almoft entirely into fine plantations of thriving 
trees. Thofe who wifh to imitate fo laudable an example, 
will do well to rezd the prefent account, where they will meet 
with many ufeful practical obfervations on the fubje&, the re- 
ult of experience, that cannot fail to prove highly beneficial to 

them. 
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them. Of thefe ufeful hints, &c. our limits only permit us to 
take notice of two, which perfeétly accord with our own ob- 
fervation and experience ; viz. That it is much more beneficial 
to plant trees of a {mall fize (not exceeding a foot or 18 inches 
in height, Mr. White fays; we would fay not exceeding fix 
‘inches or a foot) than fuch as are larger, where they are not 
liable to be choaked by luxuriant weeds—And that the larch is, 
in general, a much better nurfe for plantations of young trees 
than the common pine, ufually employed for that purpofe. 

In the courfe of his letter, Mr. White mentions the follow- 
ing curious experiment in agriculture, which was tried by Mr. 
Jones, gardener to the Earl of Darlington, at Raby caftle; his 
account of which we {hall prefent to our Readers: 

« He fowed,’ fays Mr. W. *‘ peas, which is fuppofed to be rather 
ameliorating than an impoverifhing crop, for ten years together, 
upon a piece of rich land; the refult of this experiment was, 
that for the firft two years, the crop was abundant ; but after that 
time, it gradually became more and more puny and meagre, fo much 
fo, that on the tenth year of fowing, the earth was fo drained of the 
proper uutriment this plant required, that the peas would not even ve- 
getate within it, but lay till they became putrid ; after which, with- 
out any previous manuring, he planted ftrawberrys upon the fame 


ground, which produced an excellent crop.’ 
On this experiment we would barely remark, without im- 


peaching the authenticity of the fact (which, however, we would 
be fcrupulous of implicitly admitting), that our knowledge of the 
manner in which foils can be rendered more or lefs fitted to pro- 
duce particular vegetables in preference to others, is yet fo im- 
perfeét, that it would be extremely rafh in us to draw general 
inferences from particular facts. This is not a proper place for 
engaging in a deep difcuffion on the queftion concerning the 
nourifhment of plants, or an inveftigation of the nature of me- 
liorating or exhaufting crops ; but we fhall here content our- 
felves with briefly ftating a fact relating to this fubject, that is 
very generally known. Many perfons, who have been long ia 
the practice of cultivating onions, are convinced that no mode 
of culture is fo favourable for obtaining an abundant produce of 
this valuable efculent, as that of cropping the ground fuccef- 
fively with the fame plant, without any change, for a great 
number of years. Me had an opportunity to fee this once done, 
and the experiment continued for near twenty years running; 
the fpot on which the onions had thus been reared was then 
converted to another ufe, and although every exertion was made 
to obtain an abundant crop of onions on an adjoining {pot of the 
fame ground, yet it was feveral years before they could be 
brought to be nearly fo good a crop as the former. 

The fecond paper contains fome experiments and obfervations 


On the culture of turnips, by Mr. Winter, of Charleton, near 
Briftol. 
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Briftol. Thefe experiments are by no means conclufive. They 
are alfo publifhed in Mr. Winter’s Compendious Syftem of Huf- 
bandry ; our Review of which will fpecdily appear. 

Thomas Boothby Parkyns, Efq. communicates, in the third 
paper, a hafty account of the culture of the plant called, in 
France, Racine de difette, which feems, as we formerly remarked, 
to be nothing but a fpecies of Beet *, the virtues of which, we 
fufpect, have been much exaggerated. It comes to us from 
Germany, through the medium of France; and we know the 
French are ufually very fanguine in their expectations from new 
difcoveries of this nature. As the feeds of this plant are now to 
be had in England, we have not a doubt but its real qualities 
will be foon afcertained: though, like Burnet, Timothy grafs, &c. 
it will probably have its run among the credulous. 

Mr. Ailway, in the fourth paper, mentions an experiment 
for deftroying the red fpider, that infefts hot-houfes and pine- 
ries; and which proved effectual, in the laft feafon, in the hot- 
houfe of Mr. Clutterbuck, junior, of Watford, Herts. The 
walls were carefully wafhed, by means of a painter’s brufh, with 
a folution of four ounces of fublimate in two gallons of water ; 
fince which time neither the red fpider, nor ants (which alfo in- 
fefted it) have been feen, as he fays, in that hot-houfe. 

In the fifth paper, we have an account (with a plate) of a 
new-invented machine for cutting ftraw, for feeding horfes, by 
James Pike, watchmaker, of Newtown Abbot, Devonfhire. 
The machine is fimple in its conftruction ; and by the attefta- 
tions, which accompany it, from thofe who had feen it work, it 
is faid to be decidedly preferable to the other machines that have 
been hitherto employed for that purpofe. 

The fixth and feventh papers contain eccounts of experiments 
made on drilling grain, by Mr. Cooke’s patent drill-machine ; 
which turn out much in favour of the practice of drilling, and 
tend to recommend the ufe of that machine. The firft experi- 
ment is that of Mr. William Malcolm, of Kenningion Nur- 
fery, in Surry. ‘Iwo acres were divided into three unequal 
parts, two of them of 80 rods, or half an acre each; and the 
third of 160 rods, or one acre. The fisft and the laft divifions 
were fown with oats, drilled by Mr. Cooke’s machine (width of 
the drill not {pecified) ; quantity of feed 33 bufhels. The middle 
divifion was fown the tame day with oats dread ca/?, and-required 
2} bufhels of feeds, 





* This is the fame root which is recommended to public notice 
by Dr. Lettfom, under the name of Mangel Wurzel; for an account 
of which, fee our Review for Auguit laft, p. 166, where we gave our 
reafons for fuppofing the plant to be the Beta cicla of Linn’; which 
Opinion 1s now confirmed by the concurrent teftimony of the Author 
of the prefent Memoir, and others. See alfo an account of the Paris 
Agricultural Society’s Memoirs, in our prefent Appendix. 

Produce 
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Produce of 80 R. fown broad caft, was 31 bufhels.—Free produce 28% 


—-—~ of 240 R. drilled, was - 109 buthels.—Free produce 1052 


which is equal to 35; bufhels for 80 rods; fo that there is here 
6 bufhels and 7-12ths on half an acre, or 124 bufhels on an acre 


in favour of the drill hufbandry. 
The experiments of Mr. John Boote, of Athurfton, War- 


wickfhire, with Mr. Cooke’s drill, communicated in the next 


article, are upon a much larger fcale. 

« At wheat /eedne/s,’ fays Mr. Boote, ‘in 1785, having purchafed 
a machine, I drilled 80 acres with wheat, the promifing appearance 
of which, in the ipring of 1796, encouraged me to drill all my bar- 
ley, being 120 acres; alfo 60 acres of beans, zo acres of peas, 28 
acres of oats, and 60 acres of turnips; in all 368 acres; the refult 
of the above experiments I have enclofed, having afcertained them 
with the greateft accuracy, by reaping and thrafhing feparately, the 
produce of one land or ridge of each crop in a fair average part of 
eath field, except the oats and turnips; the former were inadvert- 
ently omitted to be afcertained ;. the latter were moftly deftroyed by 
the fly, as well as thofe that were fown broad catt. 


Refult of the Experiments above referred to. 


Land mea- Produce per 
yer Produced rom 





} 3 A. R. P.jBuh. Gal. P.|\Buth, Gal. P, 
N° 1. Wheat, growing upon a loamy 


_fand, after Beans, - _ -lo 1 31) 20 6 7147 © © 

. 2. Wheat, rowing upon cold 
clay, after Beans, - -[O I 29}19 2 1/44 5 4 

3- Wheat, growing upon cold 
* clay, after Beans, - -j0 2 22] 16 2 2) 25 4 2 


4. Wheat, fowed: droadcaf? in} 
the ground, after Beans, -l0 2 4] § © 11 9 4 4 
Peas, growing on light fand, 


, after Barley, - -O I 23119 6 2])50 2 48 
6. Barley, growing on light fand, 
after T'urnips, - ‘(2 2 31153 3 72 4 3 


7. Beans, growing on loarhy 
fand, after Barley, - -lo 2 4] 19 ©: 5|36 2 4 
The above account was furveyed, and the 
workmen examined, by me, 
Stratford upon Avon, Joun Townsenp.’ 
Dec. oth, 1786. 
He adds—N. B. I have now growing one hundred and twenty 
acres of drilled wheat, of a very promifing appearance. 

Mr. Boote farther takes notice that he faved upwards of rsol. 
fterling in the article of feed, when compared with the price of 
what would have been commonly fown in broad caft; the whole 
of which fum he meant to have laid out on hoeing. 
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* Of an inferior quality. 
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From thefe experiments, and other obvious confiderations, it 
feems to be very evident, that the pradtice of planting feeds of 
grain at regular diftances in narrow drills, adapted to the nature 
of each particular plant, fo as to admit at the fame time of era- 
dicating annual weeds by means of the hoe, and ftocking the 
ground with juft as many plants of grain as it is properly able to 
fupport, would be highly beneficial to the farmer. “The advan- 
tages, however, that will ultimately refult from this practice, 
cannot, at the beginning, be fully experienced. The feeds of 
many weeds retain their vegetative quality for a great number of 
years, while they are depofited in the earth at a depth improper 
for their germination. ‘Thefe feeds, therefore, when they are 
turned up by the plough, will, fome of them, be placed at their 
proper germinating depth each feafon; fo that for many years, 
could every weed that vegetates be even entirely deftroyed, frefh 
weeds would ftill be produced upon the foil, and the neceflity of 
frequent hoeings will not be diminifhed. But fhould the weeds 
be prevented from coming to feed for feveral years, the feeds 
originally in the foil will in time come to be exhaufted, and the 
ground could then be kept perfectly clean, at a much fmaller ex- 
pence than before. This reafoning is entirely confirmed by the 
practice of gardeners: for it is found by experience that a gar- 
den, newly taken in from a corn field, if not trenched, fo as to 
bury all the feed weeds, requires more weeding in one feafon, 
than it will require in fix, after it has been feveral years well 
dept, as agarden. Mr. Boote therefore has reafon on his fide, 
when he here propofes that no pofitive conclufions fhould be 
drawn between the advantages of this kind of drill hufbandry and 
the broad caft, unlefs a fair comparative trial of the expence and 
profits of both kinds be continued on the jame fields, for feveral 
years. & 

We beg leave, however, to remark, that we are far from wifh- 
ing to recommend to the favour of our Readers the drill huf- 
bandry, as practifed by Mr. Tull, for the ordinary corn crops in 
this country ; for this, we are fatisied, cannot be attended with 
profit. Sowing grain in narrow drills, is indeed nothing more 
than a regular way of diftributing the feed’at {uch diftances for 
each kind of grain, as experience fhall prove to be juft fufficient 
for producing a full crop of that-kind of grain, and at the fame 
time to admit the hoe, for eradicating the weeds, and loofening 
the earth, The great de/ideratum, hitherto, has been, to ‘get a 
machine, properly calculated for diftributing the feeds regularly, | 
at any diftance, and depth, that might be wanted ; and we are 
not without hope, from the extenfive practice of Mr. Boote, that 
this defideratum may be now nearly obtained. If a drill machine 
can be found, which performs its bufinefs properly, the only 
important points that remain to be afcertained are the exact 
diftance 
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i een each grain in the drills, and the width between 
See in mel will yield the weightieft crop of each 
particular kind of grain, or plant, cultivated by the farmer. 
Some attempts have already been made to afcertain thefe points, 
but many more will be required before any certain conclufions 


can be drawn. fl it Ses 





Arr. XIV. Of the Origin and Progre/s of Language. Vol. IV. 8vo. 
5s. Boards, Cadell. 1787. 

GAIN we hail our old acquaintance, the good Lord 

Monboddo, riding his hobby-horfe; not, however, on 

the full ftretch, as we have formerly feen him, but jogging along 

foberly, as befeemeth his age and gravity, and as many of our 

readers may have feen him, trotting from Edinburgh to London. 

Still he ho/ds every thing ancient to be facred, every thing mo- 

dern to be contemptible, and all human affairs to be perpetually 
going on from bad te worfe. 

The bufinefs of ths volume is to exhibit a comparifon of the 
excellencies and defects of different languages, and to explain 
the nature of ftyle, in its feveral kinds. ‘The Author treats of 
words, firft, merely as articulate founds, capable of variety and 
melody, and then, as fignificant, fingly and in compofition : 
and, after laying down the general characters of excellence un- 
der each head, he examines the comparative merit of feveral 
languages, ancient and modern, always giving a decided prefer- 
ence to the Greek. On the fubje& of ftyle, the Author dif- 
courfes of compofition, as an art, undez the heads of melody, 
rhythm, variety, and decorum; and points out the diftin@ cha- 
racters of the epiftolary, dialogue, and hiftorical ftyle. This 
Jatter part of the work contains remarks on Xenophon, Plato, 
Cicero, and Lord Shaftefbury, as dialogifts; with an abridge- 
ment of Cicero’s dialogue De Oratore, and Lord Shaftefbury’s 
Moralifis. "This piece our Author pronounces to be the beft 
production of modern times in the walk of dialogue: next to 
which he places Harris’s Three Dialogues: thofe of Lyttleton 
and Hurd he has not condefcended to mention. On the fubje@& 
of hiftory, Herodotus is the principal obje& of his Lordfhip’s 
panegyric. 

The reader will be difappointed if he expels much new mat- 
ter in this volume; but he will meet with juft and pertinent res 
marks, fufficient to repay him for the trouble of perufing it. 

Among thefe we are particularly pleafed with our Author’s 
obfervations on the prefent tafte for a fhort and abrupt mode of 
writing, the reverfe of that compafs and variety of periods, which 
diftinguithed the beft models of antiquity. 

‘ The only variety (fays he) we can give to our ftyle, is by com- 
pofition in periods, fitly divided into members of different lengths 
and 
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and ftruéteres, and varioufly connected together. Whoever, theré- 
fore, compofes in fhort fentences, where the fubject makes periods 
proper, appears to me to be entirely ignorant of the beauty of com- 

tion, nor indeed to know that there cannot be any beauty in any 
art without variety, and that variety cannot be, except where there 
is a whole of fome extent or fize. And accordingly we obferve, that 
this thort'cut of a ftile, as I call it, which has been introduced among 
us from France, but is not at prefent fo fafhionable as it was fome 
years ago, is tedioufly uniform and difgufting to the ear, which in 
matter of compofition muft be the judge, fince, as I have elfewhere 
obferved, reading is the teft of good writing. The ear is alfo of- 
fended by the frequent breaks or ftops, which make a kind of boand- 
ing hopping ftyle, without any thin like that flow, that flumen ora- 
tionis, of which the ancients {peak fo much, And befides all this, 
I maintain that the fenfe, collected in a well-compofed period, comes 
upon you more fully and forcibly, than when it is cut into fhreds, 
and frittered down into fhort and unconnected fentences. I will add, 
that the compofing in this way has a bad effect upon the readers or 
hearers ; for it weakens their comprehenfion, by accusoming them 
to take in the fenfe only in {mal! parcels, and broken down as it 
were into pap to feed children. Now, the moft valuable faculty of 
the human mind, is comprebenfion, by which we are enabled to fee 
a whole atonce. In acquiring this faculty, as in acquiring other 
‘ habits, the mind muft proceed by degrees, and before it can take in 
a whole oration, an epic poem, a tragedy, or a fyftem of {fcience, 
it moft have learned to comprehend a period.’ 

Although we are of opinion, that every appearance is againft 
the:Author’s notion of the downward progreffion of mankind, 
and can, by no means, think with him, that © all we fhould 
aim at is, to preferve the arts that have been handed down to us 
from our forefathers, or to reftore them when loft ;’ although we 
are tempted to fmile at his frequent references to himfelf, and his 
fmall-talk about himfelf and his friends, and cannot refrain from 
downright laughter, when we hear him maintaining, * that men 
fung before they fpoke,’ that ‘ the ufe of language was firft 
taught in Egypt by the god Teuth,’ and that * the cuckow, 
who articulates his own name mufically, raifing the tone of the 
firft fyllable a third above the laft, comes nearer to the Greek 
pronunciation than any thing he knows ;’ we cannot, neverthe- 
lefs, pay Lord Monboddo the compliment, which it feems [fee 
Preface, p. 3:] he would be willing to purchafe from us at.a 
handfome price (we make no apology to him for’a long pericd 
or parenthefis), that of informing the public that his work is 
of no value. Till we are properly feed by his Lordfhip, we fhall 
continue to commend him where we cax, and to cenfure him on/y 


where wwe ought. 
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+. XV. Obgrvations on the Specimen Alterum Pharmacopaie Londis 
ors ied pointing out its many itriking Defects, &c. Ina 
Letter addrefled to the Committee felected out of the Members of 
the College of Phyticians to reform the old Pharmacopzia, 


8vo. 2s. 6d. Robinfons. 1787. 


Boe, ie we proceed to make any remarks on thefe ob/erva- 


tions, it will be neceflary to inform our readers, efpecially 
thofe who live at adiftance from the metropolis, that the London 
College of Phyficians have been employed for thefe laft two years, 
in preparing a new edition of their Pharmacopaie publithed in 
1740.—That they diftributed among their Members a printed 
copy of the intended new edition, of October 1786, under the 
title of Specimen Pharmacopaia, &c. and another, entitled Spect- 
men Alterum 8c. in the begining of laft fummer, The Com- 
mittce of the College declared that thefe {pecimens were diftri- 
buted for the fake of obtaining the opinion of the whole body of 
the College, on the alterations and improvements which they had 
made, and of procuring fuch additions to the work as would tend 
to make it more perfect and complete. The defign was Jaudable. 
It gave undoubted proofs of their liberality, and that they were 
only actuated by the beft of motives, the improvement of the 
fcience, and the benefit of mankind. 

After a due confideration of the condu& of the Committee, 
and the reafons which prompted them to aét as they have done, 
the following queftion neceflarily prefents itfelf: Are the fpeci- 
mens of the Pharmacopaia objects of public criticifm ? We anfwer 
in the negative; and, in conformity to that opinion, we forbore 
to mention the fpecimens in our Journal. They were intended 
only for the private infpection of the Members of a particular So- 
ciety, and were fubjected on/y to their criticifm ; and even then to 
private criticifm. 

The Author of the prefent work appears, however, to have 


formed a different opinion. He has not only thought the Speci- 


men Alterum a fit obje& for public criticifm, but he has executed 
bis defign with a fpirit of rancour which the liberality ‘of the 
Committee by no means deferves, and which true criticifm ab- 
hors. If he had written his ch/ervati-ns, with a real intention of 
affifting the Committee, or of improving the Science of Phar- 
macy, he ought to have ufed decent language at lealt, efpecially if 
he meant, or wifhed, the College to adopt his propofed amend- 
ments. 

With refpect to the propriety of his publifhing this critique, he 
may poflibly vindicate himfelf by afferting,as he does in pages 4 
and § of the Pamphlet, that he fent, privately, tothe Committee, 
his remarks on the firlt {pecimen; and that their not being ate 
tended to in the fecond, was the reafon of this publication. 

This yindication, however, cannot juftify abufe; and we do 

no 
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not wonder that the Committee fhould reje& the gommunicated 
jnformation, if it was conveyed in Janguage fimilar to that in 
which the pamphlet, now before us, is written. What man, or 
body of men, will liften to, much lefs follow, advice, when they 
are called ‘ Slaves of felf confequence’—* elevated on the pedeftal 
of vanity ’—‘ obftinate from mifconception’ &c. 

Wehave cenfured the meafure which this anonymous author has 
taken ; we have alfo blamed the manner in which he hath execut- 
ed it: we cannot however pafs a general, indifcriminate cenfure 
on his obfervations, fince he certainly poffefles no cemmon fhare 
of chemical knowledge. That he has difcovered defects in the 
Specimen, cannot be denied ; and it is certain that he has pointed 
out errors which, we are aftonifhed to find, have efcaped the 
Committee. Many of the Author’s alterations, and propofed 
additions, are doubtlefs juft; but on the other hand, fome of 
them are erroneous, illefounded, whimfical, and even abfurd. He 
is a convert to the French fyftem of the oxygencous principle, and 
cenfures the College for not adopting the names which that fyftem 
prefcribes. “Thefe names have been deemed improper and abfurd 
by the beft chemifts of the age: even De Ja Metherie, in the 
country which gave birth to the new fyftem, has abundantly ex- 
pofed the errors and deficiencies of denominating chemical pro- 
duéts according to its principles ; and in this country, where the 
phlogiftic doctrine defervedly prevails, and will prevail while Kir- 
wan remains unanfwered, we think the College are perfeétly right 
in adhering to the phlogiftic theory. We do not juftify the Col- 
Jege in retaining the names Flores Benzoini, and Zincum Sublima- 
tum. The former of thefe fubftances is a concrete acid, and the 
hatter is calcined zinc. 

Among the omiffions, the Author juftly places the Acid of T’ar- 
tar; it isindeed a material omiffion. The Acid of Tartar, which 
Bergman calls the efential Salt of Tartar, is certainly one of the 
greateft acquifitions which pharmacy has received from modern 
chemiftry : it is an efficacious medicine, it has an agreeable tafte, 
its form is remarkably convenient, its preparation no way dif- 
ficult, and above all, itis the cheapeft concentrated vegetable acid 
that can be procured, 

We thall not enlarge on other judicious remarks that the Au- 
thor has made on the Specimen, which, not being offered 2s a 
complete work, is, doubtlefs deficient and erroneous ; and, con- 
fequently, capable of improvement: and we hope that the Com- 
mittee, before they publith, or diftribute, another {pecimen, will 
not difregard corrections, from whatever quarter they may come. 
Thofe which this Author has offered are not wholly to be reject- 
ed, and though he may fometimes be fevere (as when he cen{ures 
the Committee for making cinnaber, which is a moft egregious 
blunder, from their refiduum after diftilling butter of antimony), 


yet 
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yet we are perfuaded that the liberality of the College will not 


{uffer them to refufe et ab hofte docert. Bre Sf nm ¥, A — 





Art. XVI. The Nobleman, Gentleman, Land- Steward, and Surveyor’s 
Complete Guide. In which is defcribed every Circumitance relative to 
the proper Management of Eftates ; comprehending the Duty and Of- 
fice of a Land-Steward, in allits Parts; with fome ufeful Hints to 
Surveyors. ‘To which is added, a regular Survey-Book of feveral 
Manors, with Specimens of Books for keeping an exaét Account of 
Landed Eftates, Rents, Houfes, Wood-Lands, Parks, Deer, &c. 
Alfo the current Prices of Eftates throug out the Kingdom, by 
which any Gentleman or Steward may afcertain the exact Value of 
any Eftate, whether in Fee, Copy, or Leafehold. By Charles Ley, 
Land-Surveyor. 8vo. 3s. 6d. Robirfons. 1787. 


R. Charles Ley may be a very accurate furveyor, and an 
exceeding ingenious man, but it is our opinion that his 
work is much better calculated for promoting the emolument of 
fome others than that of any Nobleman or Gentleman who fha!l 
become the purchafer of it. We confider it, in fhort, as a book 
of a very dangerous tendency, and therefore with to put our read- 
ers on their guard, that they be not mifled by it, fo as to hurt 
themfelves and their heirs. If it is neceflary that we fhould give 
our reafons for this feemingly fevere remark, they are briefly as 
follow. 
The great profperity of this country, when compared with 


-'moft others, is, doubtlefs, to be afcribed chiefly to the general li- 


berty allowed to individuals to think, and to act, in regard to their 
private concerns, in that manner which appears to them to be beft 
calculated to promote their own intereft; and in nodepartment 
is this more remarkably the cafe, than in what relates to agricul- 
ture, and rural improvement. But Mr. Ley, under colour of 
extreme accuracy, warmly recommends a fyftem for the manage- 
ment of landed-eftates, which if rigidly enforced would leave the 
Englifh farmer nothing better than a flave, who durft in no cafe 
think for himfelf, or act in the way which his judgment and ex- 
perience might fuggeft to him as moft for his own emolument. 
He would, by this fyftem, be bound by fuch a multiplicity of re- 
{training claufes, that fcarcely a day could elapfe, in which he 
would not be liable to pay fome heavy penalty, or be obliged to 
dance attendance on his landlord or fteward for obtaining per- 
miffion to perform the moft neceffary operations on his farm. An 
attempt to introduce fuch a fyftem of impolitic oppreffion de- 
mands from us the moft marked reprehenfion: and were it not 
that we believe the good fenfe of the people of this nation is too 
great to admit of their being generally mifled by fuch a perform, 
ance, we fhould ufe our utmoit endeavours to exite in the minds 
of others, the fame total difapprobation of it, that we feel in ouc- 
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felves. We hope it will be entirely fufficient for us here merely 
toobferve, that, with regard to the man of landed property, nothing 
could be more impolific than fuch a plan of conduct, as he would 
thereby banith from his eftate every tenant who had the proper 
{pirit of an Englfhman, who pofiefied that ardour of mind which 
is neceflary to excite thofe great exertions that tend to produce 
eflzntial improvements in agriculture. Indeed nothing appears 
to us more abfurd, than, at a time when it is acknowledged on 
all hands, that for fome years paft, great improvements have been 
made in agriculture, with which our fathers were unacquainted, 
and flill great {cope remains for more, that we fhould attempt to 
tye up the hands of the farmer, who alone can be deemed capable 
of making difcoveries in his own profeffion, and put him under 
the government and direétion of another who can never be fup- 
pofed to know half as much of the bufinefs as himfelf, but who, 
on account of that very ignorance, will be the more obftinately 
wedded to any fanciful opinions that he may chance to have 
adopted on the fubject. 

But though a fytiem of reftraint upon farmers, muft obvioufly, 
from this tingle confideration, prove detrimental to the interefts 
of the proprietor of land—yet there are men whofe vanity will 
prompt them to believe that they them{tlves know more than any 
of their tenants, and to whom a defire to exercile dominion is fo 
alluring as to make them think they can better direét their bufl- 
nefs than any others. Such men will be delighted with this 
fyitem; and if their felf-love prevails over every other confider- 
ation, who can hinder them from indulging their whim? We 
who ftand up for liberty in all cafes, will not furely propofe that 
they fhould be reftrained.~ It is an evil, which can never, we 
hope, become univerfa], and will foon check itfelf. But the rea- ' 
fons that may make aman wifh to exercife dominion himfelf, 
ought not to induce him to wifh to give it to another. For fhould 
he delegate that authority to a fteward, the natural and neceflary 
confequence muft in general be, that the tenants on fuch an eftate 
will find it worth their while to purchafe the favour of that ftew- 
ard, at almoft any expence: which, when once obtained, will be 
fufficient to get di/penfations from any reftraint that the tenant 
may think neceflary—When things are in this train, all will 
go fmoothly on. Proprietors will find no complaints either 
trom fteward or tenant, for it will be the intereft of both to play 
into each other’s hands, and to keep the proprietor in the dark, 
with regard to the value of every article of his property :—And 
when (uch a combination as this is once eftablifhed, who can fay 
to what height it may be carried? A word is enough to the wife, 
Let Noblemen and Gentlemen attend to this before they give 
their confent to any reftraining fyftem that may be prefented to 
them, with regard to the management of their eftates, 
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We the more frecly condemn this fyftem of management, be- 
caufe a fyftem of managing e!tates, fo as effentially to promote the 
intereft and fecurity bota of the proprietor and tenant, and found- 
ed on the principles of frredom, unfhackied by any other coniider- 
ation than the profit of each party, has been before the pu blic for 
feveral years patt, “The performance to which we here reter, Is 
a hint on the proper manner of conftruding a lea’, thrown out by 
Lord Kaims, in his work entitled the Gentleman Parmer. We 
tran(cribed the claufe, with due commendations, into our Review 
for February 1778, page 106. to which we here refer ourreadersy 
afluring them thet we have found no reaion to alter our opinion 

©) on that article fince the time of its publication. 

| We are forry that we muaft yet detain the reader a little longer 
in the difagreeable walk of reprehenfion—Our Authar gives (be- 
ginning at page 119.) 4 Survey of the Manor of Rougham, in the 

County of B...., part of the eflate of his Grace the Duke of B« «+ 

Lord of the Manor. Surveyed, valued, and IMPROVED, by Charles 

4) Ley, Fanucry 1785. We have marked in this quotation, the 

, word improved, becaufe it here bears a meaning very different 

from what we have feen any where elfe. By Jooking over the 

particulars of the furvey (too long to be here inferted) it appears 

that Mr, Ley, after meafuring each field, and fetting a value upon 

it, as it would feem per acre (though the particulars aie not here 

exprefled), finds, that this arbitrary valuation which he has put 

. upon the Jand, exceeds the rent formerly paid by the tenant ina 

ceriain fum, which excels he fets down as an IMPROVEMENT— 

And a compendious fyftem of improvement it doubtlefs is. Thus, 

in the fecond article in the furvey, Morton Farm, Jofeph Angell, 

tenant, he finds by his furvey to contain in the whole 142 

acres 1 rood x pole; the old rent of which was {65, and the ii- 

proved rent he marks at 118/. 105. 4d. So thatthe Duke of B... 

finds that this fingle farm has been improved 434 10s. 4d. a year, 

by a few touches of Mr. Ley’s pen. A cheap improvement in- 

deed! And in the fame way he proceeds turough all the other 

farms of that manor, and others which he has furveyed and im- 
proved. 

Let not Mr. Ley however plume himfelf upon this kind of im- 
provement, as he is pleafed to call it, as a difcovery of his own. 
We can aflure him, that about thirty years ago, this fyftem of 
im Srovement was Carried into practice in fome places at a confider- 
able diitance from the metropolis and the county of B,... And 
itis but fair that our readers fhould be informed of what has been 
difcovered, from experience, to be the refult of this {pecies of ime 
provement, which we fhall do with the moft impartial fidelity. 

When Noblemen or Gentlemen received a furvey of this kind, 
moft of them were very ‘much pleafed to find that they poflefled 
funds fo confiderably above ry they had formerly thought of— 
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And as this naturally recommended to favour the furveyor who 
made the greateft improvement, the furveyors in general tock good 
Care to make this improvement confiderable. When the pro- 
prietors thus knew the improved value of their eftates, it was na- 
tural in them to wifh to get fome part of the value of it to them- 
felves, fo that when new leafes were called for, no means were 
left untried to get the improved rent. It then was found, that 
wherever aman of confiderable property held a farm, he be. 
came mulifh, and could not, in moft cafes, by any means, be 
brought to agree to pay this improved rent, but rather chofe to go 
elfewhere, to fome old cautious proprietor, who was glad to re- 
ceive fuch a tenant, and agreed to give him reafonable terms of 
Jeafe—Others, however, who had little or nothing to lofe, agreed 
to the terms propofed, without hefitation; and becaufe they were 




















new tenants, and /iberal-minded people, free from the churlifbnefs of | 


their purfe-proud neighbours (for {uch was the language of the 
times), they became a fort of favourites, and obtained, at the be- 
ginning, many little indulgences, in return for the high rent they 
had agreed to give. The proprietor exulted in the great improve- 
ment he had made on his rent-roll, which in the joy of his heart 
afforded frequent fubject for converfation with his guefts—The 
error was infectious—lIt fpread wide around, and joy and ex- 
ultation became general among them—But after a few years, the 
cafe was much altered; the rents were ill paid ; the tenants fell 
into arrears, became bankrupts, and were at laft ejected: the 
Jands reverting to the landlord, fo much exhaufted by the bad 
management to which they had been fubjeéted, could not in 
many cafes be let at their old rent. We need not add more. 
The creft-fallen proprietors mow never mention their improved 
rents, and the improving furveyors, who were formerly carefled, 
= much employed, are now neglected, and almoft entirely laid 
alide. 

We hope the importance of thefe remarks will plead our excufe 
for here dwelling upon them—A fincere defire on our part to 
promote the general improvement and profperity of the country, 
and a deep concern for the ills we have feen produced by the pro- 
cedure above defcribed, has occafioned them; and not any pre- 
judice againft Mr. Ley, who appears to us to be an ingenious 
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man : and who poffibly never has himfelf adverted to thefe confe- | 


quences of a fyftem, that might perhaps appear not only unexcep- 
tionable, but excellent, to an inexperienced {peculator. We think 
his plan in other refpects is unneceflarily minute, and could not 


be properly carried into practice. His attempt however to intro- | 


duce a fyftem of regular accounts among ftewards and men of 
great property, deferves commendation ; though we believe this 
is in moft cafes already executed where proprietors are fo attentive 
as to cal] for and perufe them. 

ART, 
An—n. 











14 





( 53 ) 


Ant. XVII. An Account of fome of the moft remarkable Events of the 
War betweew the Pruffians, Auftrians, and Ruffians, from 1756 to 
1763: anda Treatife on feveral Branchesof the Military Art, with 
Plans and Maps. ‘Tranflated from the fecond Edition of the Ger- 
man Original of J. G. Tielke, by Capt. C. Craufurd, of the 

ueen’s Regiment of Dragoon Guards, and Capt. R. Craufurd, 
on the Half-pay of the ro1ft. Regt. Vol. I. 8vo. 15s. Boards. 


Walter. 17387. 


T is with pleafure that we have lately feen feveral military 
I Treatifes written or tranflated by Britifhofficers. This, 
at Jeaft, proves that thofe gentlemen have employed themfelves in 
ftudying the theory of their profeflion, and are defirous of pof- 
felling more of its principles than what are required for the mere 
routine of a field day or areview: a purfuit which cannot fail of 
being beneficial to the fervice, as well as honourable and advan- 


tageous to theinfelves, 

The work here announced has already (in part) appeared 
twice before uw; once, in its original language *, and again, ina 
tranflation by Lieutenant Chriftian +; yet, confidering how ap- 
plicable its documents are to the defence of this Country, it can- 
not be too common, or too well known: an acquaintance with 
the principles here laid down, being abfulutely neccflary for every 
officer liable to command a detachment. 

As, in our former Reviews, we have given our teftimony tothe 
great merit of this work, as well as the contents of the different 
feGtions into which the prefent is divided, we need only obferve, 
that the tranflation now before us, has not, by any means, lef- 
fened that merit: it is, what the Tranflators p omifed, a corre& 
verfion, written ina plain military ftyle. 

On the method of taking the profiles of fituations, the Tranf- 
lators have added an explanatory chapter, for which they thus 
modeftly apologize: 

‘ We beg our readers,’ fay they, ‘ not toinfer, from the addition 
of a few notes, and the infertion of a fhort chapter of our own to ex- 
plain our ideas on the method of taking the Profiles of fituations, that 
we pretend to ftep forth as critics of Captain Tielke’s works. No- 
thing can be more contrary to our intention, being thoroughly fen- 
fible that they are far beyond the reach of our criticifm. It feems 
however to be incumbent on Tranflators to elucidate the text by ex- 
planations of their own, wherever it may appear neceflary, and we 
fhould think that they may be permitted to fubmit to the public de- 
cifion fuch ideas as may from time to time prefent themfelves, with- 
Out incurring the imputation of felf-conceit or cenforioufnefs. Should 
their ideas be juit, the publithing them may be ufeful ; fhould they 
be erroncous, they may {till be productive of fome good, by the dif- 
Culions and reajonings which they will naturally occafion in the 
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minds of thofe who take the trouble to examine them. It is evident 
that the free dilcuflion of every interefting {ubject cannot be too much 
promoted, as it principally leads towaids accurate information and 
extenfive knowledge: alfo in order to form a jult opinion ourfelves, 
it is of the greaceft ufe, if not abfolutely necefliry, to be in pofiefion 
of the ideas of others on the point in quefiion: the greater variety of 
opinions that we hear, the more amply are we provided with materials 
to correét and improve ourewn, and even that which, when taken 
collectively, aprears the worlt, may, when analvfed and weeded of its 
errors, af rd fome ufefal hint. ‘Thefe rcafons have induced us to 
venture a few remarks, which we doin the moft difident manner ; but 
fhould they appear too pofitive and decifive, we hope our readers will 
attribute fuch an appearance to its true and only caufe, a fault in ex- 
prefiion, not infenument. We rely on their candour, and proceed 
free of thofe,fhackles which the dread of malicious ceniure impofes,’ 

Among the Noies by the Tranflators is the following, which 
judicioufly corrects a queftionable affertion of the Author’s: 

‘© We imagine’ (jays Capt. Tielke) ‘* that the poffeffion of a 

fortre{s, intrenchment, or flrong polt, gives us a decided advantage 
over our enemy, or perhaps that it entirely fecures us from his at- 
tack. Butif he proves bold enough to attack us, we cannot fuppofe 
that he does it without having well confidered his undertaking, and 
without a confident hope of fuccefs. We conclude therefore, that he 
is far fuperior to us either in force or bravery, or we Jofe our confidence 
in our poft, and thofe who made choice of it.—The natural confe- 
quence of either is fear, which muit be productive ef our deftruction.” 
On the foregoing paflage we have this note: ‘ We think this is car- 
ried a great deal too far; for, if we admit the force of Capt. Tielke’s 
arguments, and adopt his idea literally, we mutt alfo allow the natu- 
ral and only inference, that it is impoflible to defend a poft againft an 
enemy who is bold enough to attack vigoroufly.—- Now this never can 
be ettablifhed as an axiom; experience contradicts it. What is the 
advantage of a {trong pott, if it is impoflible to defend it? We are led 
to fyppofe that the Author means to enforce this idea only in part, 
though he exprefles himfelf pofitively. It is a juft and common- 
received opinion, that the advantage is generally on the fide of the af- 
failants ; they direct their attack on the weakeft point of your pofi- 
tion ; their fervice is more active ; the very advancing to the attack 
makes them eager, and heightens their courage.—But furely all this 
does not argue the impoflibility of defending a poit. On the contrary, 
the defendant in a good poft has likewife confiderable advantages on 
his fide, which, if he make proper ufe of them, may in fome cafes al- 
moft counterbalance thofe naturally attendant on the affailants ; but 
he muft manceuvre ; he muft make an attive, and (if we may be allow-. 
ed the expreffion) an offenfive defence.’ 

The plans with which this Treatife is illuftrated, are the fame 
asin Lieut. Chriftian’s tranflation, both being exa@ly copied 
from the original, but thefe now before us are rather more neatly 
engraved, 


The Tranflators inform us, in the dedication, that they have 
undertaken the tranflation of Captain Ticlke’s works, of which 
this 
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this is only the firft volume : if thofe to come be executed with 
the fame fidelity and neatnefs, as 1s the prefent, the very refpect- 
able and numerous military fubfcribers will not think their money 
or their countenance mifemployed, the public will be obliged and 
benefited, and Captains Craufurd will be jufily entitled to com- 


mendation and thanks. L 





Arr. XVIII. 4 poetical Tour, in the Years 1784, 1785, and 1730. 
8vo. 4s. fewed. Robfon. 17387. 

HIS publication is not a regular detail of occurrences 

during a journey, though the title-page feems to announce 
it as fuch, but, as we are given to underitand by the preface, 
a collection of ‘little poems, the effufions of momentary im- 
preffions, haftily written on the fpots where thofe impreffions 
were received.’ The Author#¥who ftyles himflf ‘a Member 
of the Arcadian Scciety at Rome,’ informs us farther, that the 
pieces which compofe his mifcellany, having been imperfectly 
printed in magazines and newfpapers, he has been induced to 
give them to the world in a lefs exceptionable ftate, uncompelled 
by Aunger, and unfolicited by friends. 

The writer of the poems before us is unqueftionably a man of 
genius; and, as water is impregnated by the mineral through the 
veins of which it runs, fo we perceive his mind to be tinctured with 
the elegancies of the Roman wits. His imitations of the poets 
of antiquity are, indeed, in many places, remarkably clote. 
We urge not this, however, as an objection ; for we do not con- 
fider it as, in any refpect, difhonourable to him *; on the con- 
trary, we deem it honourable, notwithftanding the contempt and 
obloquy with which the imitator is treated by every petty cavil- 
Jer of the times; who, it is evident, from the illiberality of 
his manner, either knows not, or has wholly forgotten, that 
Lucilius was the copier of Ennius, Horace of that fame Luci- 
Jius, Virgil of Homer, &c. &c. and that it is from the two 
lat mentioned writers that Milton has borrowed the Greek and 
Latin modes of expreffion which fo frequently occur in his wri- 
tings, and which contribute fo effentially to thé beauty they are 
on all hands acknowledged to poflefs. It is demonftrable, there- 
fore, that a fondnefs for the originals has put us in pofleffion of 
thefe truly exquifite refemblances; and fhali we then, at any time, 
be fuch “* niggards of advice” as not to encourage others to the 
like attempts? Forbid it candour! Forbid it every honeft im- 
pulfe! Bue having touched on the fubjeét of imitation, we will 
juft take the liberty of obferving, that nothing can be more im- 





* The Author appears to be of the fame opinion. His od/igazions 
are generally noted in the margin of his book. 
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politic, where there are any traits of genius, than to check its 
efforts efforts which have their origin in rivalry, and a defire 
toexcel. By fuch a line of conduét, a bar is placed againft 
every improvement in art and fcience. ‘Timidity and irrefolu- 
tion muft take poffeffion of the foul; for where, we afk, is the 
man to be met with, who will ever ** endeavour well,” when he 
knows that his reward may be contumely and fcorn? , 

But to return from this digrefion. ‘The poems whieh com- 
pofe the prefent volume are principally Elegies, Odes, and Epi/iles. 
The latter have all that fimplicity of ftyle and manner which are 
fo peculiar to this fpecies of compofition. The verfes addrefled 
to Mr. Merry at Florence, giving an account of the manner in 
which the Author pafled his time at Rome, remind us of Ho- 
race’s narrative of his journey to Brundufium; we mean with 
refpeét to the raillery difplayed init, which is of a very pleaf- 
ing kind. The Odes contain fome truly animated lines, and the 
Elegies are plaintive and elegant; but we will prefent our read- 
ers with one of the latter pieces as a fpecimen.: The philofopher 
may poflibly fmile at the anxiety manifefted in it as to the man- 
ner of burying the dead; but there are, no doubt, many who 
will peruse it with fenfations ayreeable to thofe of the ingenious 
writer. 

BL EG YT 
On the Burying-place called Campo SANTO *, made lately about 
three Miles from FLoReNCE, on the Road to BOLOGNA. 
‘ In that bleft Ifle, by Heaven’s high favor born +, 
Whofe cliffs the fubjeét billows vainly beat, 
From the main land by ftrong convulfions torn, 
To form for FrReEEpom a belov’d retreat ; 
Oft as thro’ other climes I mufing ftray, 
The dews of Pity fill my melting eyes, 
For thofe, who, trampled by defpotic fway, 
Reftrain their murmurs, and fubdue their fighs. 





* « After the ufual rites being performed in the churches, the 
bodies remain in a houfe near the gate of the city till midnight, 
when they are carried on mules, in boxes made for that purpofe, to 
this place of interment, where they are depofited three in a grave, 
without coffins or any further ceremony. There is no diftin&tion of 
perfons, nor are the nobility allowed private vaults, or even the pri- 
vilege of being buried at their country houfes: their difcontent may 
be conceived, but all remonftrances are in vain; and whatever may 
be the pretence of its expediency to prevent diftempers, many people 


’ will be apt to impute this tyrannical proceeding to the levellin 


Frinciples of the Aufrian family. A number of beautiful villas near 
the road are deferted on account of the horror it occafions.’ 

+ ‘ This poetical ufe of the old tradition of England having been 
once joined to the continent, which is confirmed by the correfpond- 


ence of the two coafts, has been already made by Collins in his Ode 
to Liberty.’ 


17 Beneath 
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Beneath the yoke how fad FrorenTia bends! 
Her fons efcape not with the lofs of breath, 


E’en then fell Tyranny his rod extends 
That waves new horrors o’er the realms of Death, 


Lo! where amid the dreary APPENNINES, 

Whofe barren tops the meeting fkies affail, 
Where {catter’d olives, and unfruitful vines, 

Bow their weak heads beneath the fighing gale; 


When Night’s dark wings the mournful fcene enfold, 
On mules, unconfcious of their filent load, 

Of the pale dead the huddled relics cold 
Are borne unfeemly o’er the lonely road. 


No long proceffion pours the pious fong, 

No fable hearfe difplays its nodding plume, 
No kind domeittics move in grief along, 

And with fanereal torches gild the gloom. 


Perhaps fome victim * from the feats of day 
Too foon is hurried by precautions dire, 

Perhaps too late fhall wake the fleeping clay, 
And ftruggling with oppreflive mould expire. 


The ftartled Trav’ler views with honeft rage 
The face where late fuperior Beauty fmil’d, 
The wafted form of once revered Age, 
By fome rude hireling’s ruffian hands defil’d. 


In earth’s dread bofom undiftinguifh’d thrown, 
No clofing rites in decent ftate are paid ; 

No weeping friends their loft companion own, 
When dutt to duft is finally convey’d. 


Shall the meek Virgin’s pure untafted charms, 
The manly breaft that felt another’s grief, 

Meet the worn Proftitute’s lafcivious arms, 
Or niggard hands which never gave relief? 


Shall the rapt Bard, who pour’d th’ immortal lay, 
With Vice and Dulnefs in one grave unite? 
Oh ’twere enough to warm th’ indignant clay, 
And ftop th’ afcending fpirit in its flight! 
Thither in vain, impell’d by wild defpair, 
The wretched Widow, and the Orphan fly ; 
Alas! no monumental ftone is there, 
To mark the {pot where their protectors lie.. 


No holy text, no warning fentence, feeds 

The thoughtful Moralift with wholefome truth, 
No fculptur’d trophies of heroic deeds 

Allure to Glory’s path admiring Youth. 





* * The orders for burying the dead within the fpace of twenty- 
four hours are fo rigidly enforced, that there is reafon to fear fome 
may be buried alive.’ 


Degenerate 
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Degenerate age! When on the! ba nks of NILE, 
Karly matur’d, fair Science rear’d her head, 

On the cold corfe was toi nt he: r patien nt toil, 
And Arasy’s rich gums embalm’d the Dead. 


When the proud Sceptre, and hi iwh-founding Lyre, 
Bade Roman breatfts with vai ambition burn, 
The valued afhes, purified by fi 
Drew frequent tears upon the Ate urn. 
Ev’n the rude natives of the late- found tfles, 
Where fome loft friends attract their frantic wayy 
With fond attachment view the rullic piles, 
Sooth’d by the honours of the kiowa Morat *. 
Shall then th’ unfeeling Ausrrian’s ftern commands 
To quell thefe facred fentiments prefume, 
While with the name of Prejudice he brands 
The Charities that glow beyond the tomb? 
Thus might rebellious fons be taught to fly 
The long obedience which they owe their fires, 
Thus be difiolv’d chafte wedlock’s dearer tie, 
And all that Haést adds to Nature’s fires. 
But fooner far mutt ceafe that flavifh awe 
The humbled Vaffal to his tyrant pays, 
Crumble that edifice which Pow’r and Law 
On weak Convention’s bafe fo proudly raife. 
Then tremble Thou, left foon th’ impatient throng 
Tear the vain crown from thy too impious head ; 
Ne’er can the Livine be refpected long, 
Who teach their fubjedts to defpife the Dean.” 

In the choice of epithets, Particularly compound epithets, 
Homer ftands’ diftinguifhed above all other writers. Thele, 
when judiciaully employed, add confiderably to the grace and 
beauty of poefy ; and in this circumftance we think our Author is 
frequently happy ; notwithftanding that it is the opinion of fome 
Critics, that ** our language, from its nature, and its terminations, 
is abfolutely repulfive to fuch compofitions.” We will, however, 
point out an objection to one of them, not for the fake of cavil, 
but becaule it is by an attention to thefle minutie that the genuine 
poet is ere ‘The Author writes — 

As in old time the nuptial pomp was feen 
Of Peleus, and his jilver- flipper’d Queen.’ 
But truth and propriety of expreflion require, in this place, file r= 
gated inftead of filver-flipper’d ;—for it fhould be remembered, 
that Thetis is always reprefented on antique gems, &c. with = 
covered feet,—as are likewife moft of the Deities. Apyupercla 
Oeris, or filver- footed Thetis, is a favourite expreffion with 


one 





*, The name of the funeral monuments in Otaheite. See Cook’s 
Voyage. 
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Homer; and to this epithet, filver-footed, the pede candida of 
Horace (which candido, by the way, 1s either paffed over by the 
tranflators, or imperfectly rendered by the adjective naked) fully 
correfponds, Now this peculiarity of term fhould be carefully 
preferved, the whitene/s of the feet being always canfidered by 
the ancients as a particular beauty. Milton, it is true, has write 
ten *¢ Thetis’ tinfel-flipper’d feet,” but //ver- footed is much more 
pleafing and correct, efpecially when applied to the watery ele- 
ment; which element, the Goddefs in qucftion is made to re- 
prefent. Pope has accordingly written— 

«© Fe reach’d the throne where penfive Thetis fat; 

‘There, plac’d befide her on the thining frame, 

He thus addrefs’d the filver-footed Dame.” 

Il. B. 18.” 

There 2re fome few inaccuracies in thefe productions, and the 
Author occafionally borrows a line or two, without acknow- 
ledoment, from Englith poets; but with the merit he pofleiles, 

4. ee eae r . 
his faults and tre{palies muft be deemed venial A. Bb. 





Aer. XIX. 4 concife Account of the Natural Curiofities in the En- 
wirens of Malham, in Craven, in Yorkfhire. By Thomas Hurt- 
ley, of Malham. 8vo. 55. Soards. Robfon, &c. 1786. 

RAVEN is an extenfive and romantic diftri€t, in the moft 

C weftern divifioa of Yorkfhire. Malham is a fmall village 

in this part of the country, and the parifh, more properly called 

Kirkby-Malham-dale, contains feveral manors and townfhips. 

The Cove, the Lake, and Gordale, are what our Author principally 

de(cribes. He is fo enamoured and imprefled with the beauties and 

wonders of his native foil, that he feems to labour for expreffion. 

The reader will make fome allowance for his partiality. The 

Cove is a rock of limeftone, remarkable for height and beauty, 

and attended with a large and precipitate cafcade. The Lake is 

a fine tranfparent fheet of water, furrounded by objects pic- 

turefque and pleafant ; and is inhabited principally by two kinds 

of fifh, perch and trout. A few years ago, the former were {u- 

perior in number, at prefent the trout are faid to be vafily the 

ftrongeft party ; but it is fuppofed the others will foon regain 
their ftrength. Gordale is a glen, or pavilion of fable rock, rent 
afunder, more tremendous and umbrageous than the Cave. Hee 
alfo gufhes forth @ vaft cataract, through an arch of great ele- 
vation. ‘To thefe objeéts is added an account of fome others, 

Altogether, the relation is interefting, and the fpot worthy of 

notice. Mr. Hurtley, poffibly furprifed that it fhould not have 

attracted greater attention, fays, how juftly or prudently we will 
not determine, that * Mr. Gray, and after him that defultory 
tourift, Pennant, haftily or ignorantly contrived to run acrofs 

this 





hg 































60 Hurtley’s Account of Curiofities in the Environs of Malham, 


this fuperb and luxuriant country in its leaft frequented parts,’ 
Of the fubjeéts above mentioned three good plates are given. 

But the a¢count of Malham forms the fmaller part of the vo- 
lume: the Appendix is much larger, and confifts of three 
numbers, 1. Roads through Craven. 2. Height of mountains 
above the level of the fea; thefe two are very fhort. 3. (which 
employs far the greateft number of pages), containing a pedigree 
of the Lambert family, and Memoirs of John Lambert, Efq; 
Major-general of the parliamentary forces, &c. How confider- 
able this man was during the violent contentions of the laft— 
century, is weil known to thofe who are acquainted with Eng- 
lifh hifory ; and could judgment be divefted of prejudice, there 
is no doubt but all parties would unite in allowing him real 
worth and merit, whatever they might think of his party 
attachments.. His abilities were certainly confpicuous; his 
birth and fortune were alfo refpeGtable. He was of Calton-Hall, 
in Craven, and his furviving fon, who married a daughter of 
‘Thomeshsfer, E(q; of Arnolvfbigging, dying in1701, was inter- 
red in the church of Kirkdy-Malnamedale. Thefe circumftances 
naturally Jed our Author to the relation which is here given. 
He could not enter into particulars concerning the General, 
without enumerating many events of the civil war, ia which he 
took fo active a part. Several {kirmifhes and battles, in York- 
fhire, and other counties, are accordingly related. ‘On the fur- 
render of Oxford, Mr. Lambert,’ fays this Writer, * had the 
diflinguifbed honour of being appointed governor shereof. | call 
it a diftinguifhed honour, becaufe it is the ftiongeft evidence 
that his mind and character were efteemed equaliy Jiberal and 
heroic. One of the articles agreed to was for the prefervation of 
the privileges, property, libraries, and public buildings of the 
univerfity: ** And furely (remarks Whitlocke), no action or 
agreement, either of war or peace, was ever more punctually 
obferved than this was; of which (continues he) 1 can give my 
perfonal teftimony.” Another writer (/¥o0d), not to de fuf- 
pected of partiality on that fide, fpeaks in a jike manner con- 
cerning the public library, which, he adds, in feveral refpedts 
had fuffered while it was poflefled by the royal party.’ 

Mr. Hurtley is a warm friend to liberty, civil and religious, 
and confequently very averfe to mere fate policy and arbitrary 
power. He therefore fometimes attacks and cenf{ures, juttly and 
detervedly, the celebrated Mr. Hume, whofe agreeable, and in 
many refpects well-written hiftory, too evidently difcovers per- 
verfe and partial principles. Mr. Lambert had nothing to do 
with the Kino’s trial and execution ; and he broke with Oliver 
Cromwell when the queftion about the regal title came to be 
agitated: his oppofition to which deprivea him of his offices 
and employments. Jt had been expected that at the Reftoration 
he 








vw FF Oe we eB GS 


tll ee, eo We 





Letters by a Farmer. Gy 


he would not have been excluded from the benefit of the royal 
aflurances of general pardon and oblivion. However, he was 
condemned to confifcation and exile; and he is faid to have 
fuftained, for near thirty years, this painful lot in the ifle of 
Guernfey, to which he was banifhed, with a manly and philo- 
fophic refignation, * Fortunately for himfelf, fays our Author, 
‘ he was a man of learning and genius—fond of reading and 
fcience—endowed by nature with a firm and religious mind, a 
fine tafte, and, even in the midft of war’s alarms, was a friend 
and amateur of the polite arts.’ Mr. Hurtley ufed fome dili- 
gence to gain informacion concerning the employments to which 
Mr. Lambert was devoted in that long ftate of folitude: the 
chief particulars which could be attained are, that he was con- 
fined in Caftle-Cornet, and fometimes permitted to walk in the 
ifland, when he was principally engaged in gathering of plants : 
that he had a great tafte and talent for botany, and was confidered 
as an exceilent phyfician by the people, who reforted conftantly 
to the caftie for his advice; and that he gave a number of ufe- 
ful receipts to a gentlewoman of the country, who is remem- 
bered by many perfons now living, &c. 

There are other curious part.culars in this Appendix; but 


we muft not enlarge. DA 





Art. XX. Letters by a Farmer: Originaliy publifhed in the Belfait 
Evening Poft: With feveral Alterations and Additions. S8vo. 


Belfait. 1787. No Price. 
HE well-informed Writer of thefe Letters, with warm 
 fentiments of beneficence, and glowing with the genuine 
amor patria, exerts his utmoft abilities to induce gentlemen of 


rank and fortune to ufe their influence in forwarding certain ree’ 


gulations, which he thinks would greatly tend to augment the 
manufactures, and improve the agriculture, of his native coun- 
try. Though we have lived too long in the world, and have 
had too many opportunities of obferving the conduct of men of 
rank in fimilar cafes, to expect that the patriotic plans of this 
refpetable Writer will be carried into full effe&t ; yet he has too 
much reafon on his fide, not to give us room to hope that /ome- 
thing may be done in confequence of thefe Letters, that will 
prove beneficial to fociety. Should no other benefit be derived 
from them, this publication will at leaft ferve to open the eyes of 
perfons of ordinary rank, with regard to many particulars that 
if imports them much to know. 
The points on which this fenfible Farmer chiefly infifts, are: 
‘ That the manufactures and agriculture of his native diftri@ are 
both checked in the progrefs of their advancement, by a prattice, 
which, we are told, very univerfally prevails there, that of lettin 
{mall 
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62 Letters by a Farmer. 
fmall farms to the manufaturers, in confequence of which, neithes 
agriculture nor manufactures can obtain that fhare of attention which 
is neceflary to carry them to full perfection :—That this evil would 
be greatly checked, were gentle and judicious meafures adopted for 
inducing the manufacturers to live in towns or villages, where 
they could exercife their bufinefs without interruption trom other 
avocations, and to leave the country to be chictiy occupied, and the 
fields cultivated, by farmers, properly fo called:—That the know- 
ledge of the beft methods of cultivating the ground would be much 
promoted by eftablifhing focieties for encouraging agriculture, by 
means of premiums, and other excitements, in every county, or in 
fmaller diftrits, if it could be brought about; and that great bene- 
fits would refult from the introducing into general ufe the culture of 
certain plants that are as yet but little known in the part of the 
country where he lives.’ 

On each of theie topics this judicious Farmer wiites with 
great per{picuity and force, candidly ftating all the objections 
that have occurred to the meafures be has propofed, and an{wer- 
ing them with a degree of moderation that teems to refpect even 
the prejudices of thofe for whofe conviction he labours. We 
are fatisfied that his general principles are well founded ; but we 
are apprehenfive, that among the people themfelves for whom 
he writesgthis will fcarcely be admitted. We have our doubts as 
to the univerfal efficacy of premiums for introducing new prac- 
tices among an ignorant people; for as it is, in general, the 
young or the volatile part of the community, who think of ftart- 
ing for thefe premiums; and as fuch perfons often fail in their 
aitempts, froin precipitancy or heedleflnefs, or, if they fucceed, 
it is at an extraordinary expence; it often happens that judi- 
cious perfons are rather deterred, by thefe premature efforts, 
from adopting the practice, than encouraged to purfue it. If, 
however, premiums Can in any cafe be of ufe, the plan which 
this Writer propofes is as likely to anfwer the purpofe as any 
other. We are difpofed to think, that had our Author exerted 
his influence to promote the inftitution of {mall focieties of farm- 
ers themfelves, under proper regulations, whofe bufinefs at their 
meetings fhould be, to enquire into the beft means of im- 
proving the practice of agriculture, the minds of the leaft in- 
telligent members of thefe focieties would be gradually en- 
lightened by the remarks of thofe who are poflefled of greater 
knowledge ; and a defire to excel might thus be imperceptibiy 
introduced. We have known inftances, where very good effeéts 
have refulted from focieties of this fort, where no premiums 
were given. Our Author himfelf would be an exceeding va- 
luable member of an affociation of this kind ; and had the ob- 
fervations he has here delivered, on the culture of turnips, cab- 
bages, carrots, beans, and peafe, been gradually unfolded in fuch 
a fociety of farmers, it would have given rife to the obviating of 
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many little difficulties that the ignorance or prejudices of his 
neighbours would have fuggefted. His remarks on the culture 
of thefe plants, though they will afford little information to the 
farmers in this ifland, difcover much acutenefs, and may be of 
great ufe to thofe to whom they are addrefled. His experiments, 
in particular, are related with an accuracy and fcrupulous fide- 
lity, that is highly praife-worthy. We therefore warmly recom- 
mend this treatife to the attention of the country-gentlemen in 
Ireland, and moft heartily join with its Author in the following 
tic prayer : 
wes fays <4 ‘ as appears confiftent with the national fafety 
and profperity, I moit fincerely wifh all diftinctions on account of re- 
ligious opinions may for ever ceafe ; and may univerfal benevolence, _ 
and that true {pirit of patriotifm, which defires to improve and per- 
fect the agriculture, as well as the arts and manufactures, of this na- 
tion, influence, guide, and direct the nobility and gentry, to the 
eftablifhment of commercial and agricultural focieties; or to the 
adoption of fuch meafures, as to their fuperior wifdom and penetra- 
tion may appear beft calculated to promote thefe important ad 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For JANUARY, 1788. 


PoLITICAL. 


Art. 21. Political Ob/ervations on the Prefent State of Europe, relative 
to the recent Affairs in Holland, the prefent Commotions in France, 
and the Difputes between the Emprefs of Rufiia and the Turks ; 
in Which és impartially pourtrayed, the Characters of feveral Royal 
Heads of Europe. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Baldwin. 1787. 


Ometuine about Holland, France, England, Ruffia, Germany, 
the captivating Catherine, the cautious Jofeph, and a// that, as 
Bayes would have it. The Author fays, ‘ My firft object, however, 
will be to take notice of the happy event that has lately taken place 
in refpect to the affairs of Holland. The part more particularly, 
that has occupied the attention of France ; the civil commotions that 
at this moment rack the joints of that monarchial fabric, and the 
principle that Great Britain at fo dangerous a period fhould fupport, 
{0 as to preferve, or rather augment, her own refpectability in the 
{cale of nations ; reftoring her to her former grandeur, honor, and 
commercial profperity which at this moment, however ponderous her 
encumbrances are, in confequence of along, and unfortunate dif. 
pute with her American colonies, and for which fhe is peculiarly ine 
debted to her at prefent appellated Gallic friends ; it is in her power 
to augment fo far beyond any former period of commercial pro{pe- 
rity, as to enfure a fuccefsful iffue out of all her difficulties.’ 
, The whole pamphlet is written ir a ftyle fimilar to the foregoing 
involved, perplexed, and obf{cure paragraph ; and confiits, chiefly, 


of an imperfect account of the flate of affairs in different parts of 
urope, 


The 


























64 Montuty CarTatocuE, Ea/f Indies. 


The charaéters ‘ which és impartially pourtrayed,’ furnifh us with 
an invective againft the French Queen ; an account of the ‘ occultne/s 
in the Emperor’s aions that cannot be fathomed ;? and the ‘ ambition 


of the Emprefs of Ruflia.’ - a 


Art. 22. 4 Letter to the Minority in the Houfe of Commons who voted on 
the 24th of April 1787, in favour of a Motion for a Repeal of the 
Shop-tax. 8vo. 1s. Debrett. 1787. 

This fhop-keeper, for fo the Letter before us is figned, expreffes 
his gratitude to the Members of the Houfe of Commons who voted 
for a repeal of the fhop-tax ; and advances many arguments to prove 
that the tax is partial and oppreflive:—* An impoft on the perfonal 
effects and profits of the fhop-keeper, which it is utterly impoffible 
for him to raife upon the confumer.’ If this is found to be really 
the cafe, fuch a tax ought undoubtedly to be repealed. So 


Art. 23. 4 Second Letter from Mr. Pigott *, near Geneva,’ to the 
Right Hon. William Pitt, on the Neceflity and Advantage of a 
Taxation on the Public Funds. 4to. 6d, Ridgway. 1767 +. 
Mr. Pigott, who reproaches the Minifter with the inattention 

fhewn to his former epiltle, now propofes a reduction of ten per cent, 

at once upon the whole capital ftock of the nation; and then a de. 
duction of two fer cent. from the annual intereft of the remainder, 
for fifteen or twenty years, toward payment of the national debt, 
and to eftablifh our public credit: remarking, alfo, the great num- 
bers of Englifh refugees in France and other parts, moft of whom 
he afferts to be ‘ driven away by the power of taxes, and violence of 
meafures’ (extravogance and fraud are overlooked), he recommends 

a ‘ tax on mortgages as fuperior to all other taxes,’ which, he adds, 

« would produce an immenfe revenue.’ Private ceconomy and pru- 

dence at home, would produce more public good than any fpecula- 

tions formed at Pent, near Geneva. 
N, 


EastT INDIES. 


Art. 24. A Vindication of the Condu& of the Englifh Forces, employed 
in the late War, under the Command of Brigadier-general Ma- 
‘ thews, againit the Nabob Tippoo Sultaun. 8vo. 1s. Debrett. 

1787. 

This vindication relates to the forces which ferved under Gene- 
ral Mathews. ‘Thefe troops had the misfortune of being obliged 
to furrender to’ Tippoo Saib, who, regardlefs of the capitulation, 
treated them in the moft treacherous and unmerciful manner. The 
General, and many of his Officers, were cruelly and bafely mur- 
dered, and the reft of the army were thrown into prifon, where they 
experienced almoft every {pecies of hardfhip that tyranny and inhu- 
manity could invent. To add, if poffible, to this dreadful calamity, 
even the reputation and honour of the fufferers was attacked at home, 
and reports were {pread, afferting, that General M. and his troops 
merited (in a great degree) their wretched fate, by the enormities 
which they had committed, and the cruelties they had exercifed on 
the fubjects of ‘Tippoo, before he had it in his power to put a ftop to 





* For the firft, fee Rey. vol. Ixxvi. p. 438, + For 1787. 
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their depredations, and to wreak his vengeance on them, by the moft 
liation. 
“To ao the character of this unfortunate army, and to wipe off 
the reproaches that had been (according to the account here given) 
moft unjuftly caft on them, is the defign of this little tract, which 
furnifhes direé&t and (to us) fatisfactory anfwers to the principal 
charges which have been brought againft both officers and men. We 
muft admit the ftatement of the facts as here given, and which is 
fanétioned by the names of 53 of the furviving, Captains, Lieu- 
tenants, Enfigns, &c. whofe fignature is dated at Bombay, Feb. 
15, 1787. We hope, and truft, for the honour of our gallant cour- 
trymen, that the facts here recited are ftri€tly true, in every particu- 
lar; in which cafe the vindication will be decifive and complete. 4. 


NEGROE SLAVERY. 


Art. 25. Letters on the Slave Trade, firi publifhed in Wheeler’s Man- 
chefter Chronicle, fince reprinted with Additions and Alterations. 
By Thomas Cooper, Efq. 8vo. No Price, nor Publifher ®. 

The arguments for abolifhing the flave-trade, have, as moft of our 
readers mutt recollect, been frequently prefented to the public, by 
different authors. We have ftated thefe arguments in various ar- 
ticles which have appeared in our Journal, fo that a repetition of 
them, in this place, would be needlefs. 

Mr. Cooper has, in thefe letters, abridged the writings of preced- 
ing authors on this fubjeét, and added many obfervations of his own. 
He has alfo anfwered, in a brief but in a very fatisfa&tory manner, 
the arguments, or rather the excufes, which flave dealers, and flave 
holders, have alleged, in reply to the various charges that have been 


brought againft them. Bm 30n « 


Art. 26. 4 Letter to the Treafurer of the Society inftituted for effecting 
the Abolition of the Slave-trade.. From the Rev. Robert Boucher 
Nickolls, Dean of Middleham. 12mo. 2d. Phillips. 1787. 
Among the many juft arguments brought by the Rev. Letter- 

writer, for the fuppreffion of our infernal trade in human flefh, he 

contends, that the natural increafe of the negroes in warm climates, 
confequently in the Weft-India iflands, and under good treatment, 

would be fully adequate to the cultivation of the plantations, &c. 

&c. This being admitted, no argument remains for the continua- 

tion of the traffic for African negroes but what will be fuggefted by 

* the private intereft of a few individuals, chiefly on this fide of the 

Atlantic.” The Dean of Middleham, being himfelf a native of the 

Weft Indies, appears to write from a perfonal acquaintance with the 

nature of the diabolical bufinefs, which he has here very properly in- 

veftigated, and, though in a {mall compafs, fully difplayed, to the 
conviction, as we apprehend, of every impartial reader. 

‘There feems, and we are fincerely glad to fee it, a general difpo- 
fition, among all ranks of people in this country, to put an end to 
tais cruel and infamous fpecies of merchandife. May its extinction 
{peedily take place! When that happens, our worthy Author doubts 
not but that the condition of flavery in the iflands will be meliorated ; 





* We believe the pamphlet is circulated gratis. 
Rev. Jan. 1788, — F the 
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the negroes will be more tra€table, more readily acquire the regard 
of thofe among whom they were born, and be more eafily converted 
to Chriftianity, becaufe they might be more eafily informed ; till, at 
length, by the mild and uniform operation of Chriitian principles, 
flavery itfeif may be abolifhed. 

This little interefting tract is well written; and, for humanity’s 
fake, we heartily recommend it to the public. G 


TIrisH RoMAN CATHOLICS, 


Art. 27. A Letier to Dr. James Butler, of Ireland, occafioned by his 
Jate Pubiication, entitled, ‘* A Juftification of the Tenets of the 
Roman Catholic Religion.” By Philemon. 8vo. 1s. Riving- 
tons. 

This is a loofe attack on Dr. Butler, principally intended to im- 
peach the temporal allegiance which accepts an ecclefiaftical title from 
a foreign Power, to exercife fptritual jurifdiétion in a Proteftant ftate. 
As for the reft of the Letter, Philemon inveighs, not in the moftcour- 
teous ftyle, againft prielt-craft, clerical avarice, luxury, and ambition, 
in general; topics which do not peculiarly apply toDr. Butler in par- 
ticular, nor, directly, to the controverfy in which he is engaged. There 
may be many truths in this Letter, but they are random fhot. Many 
Chriftians are eager for controverfy ; but Chriftianity was never yet 
feen in company with difcord ! 

N. 


BIOGRAPHY, 


“Art. 23. My own Life. By C. Efte, Clerk. 8vo. 18. 6d. Egerton, 
&e. 1787. 

The ingenious-Author, who has been much diftinguifhed by his 
contributions to the public prints, taking offence at an erroneous ac- 
count which lately appeared in one of the daily papers of his ‘ birth, 
-parentage, and educaticn, life, character, and behaviour,’ has here 
given what we.are to regard as his sue perfonal hiftory. Mr. Efte 
-appears to pofléfs confiderable talents, as a writer; but he has a very 
“peculiar manner of difplaying them, his ityle and diction being fre- 
quently fo involved and obfcure, that he ‘ who runs’ will not always 
be abie to ‘ read’? and comprehend him, unlefs he ftops to look more 
-attentively at what is written. Yet, fometimes, his turn of expref- 
fion is happy and elegant. 

' This Rev. Gentieman is, we fuppofe, the fame perfon who, in 
1776, publithed * Tracts on Medical Subjects :’ See Review, yol. lv. 
p.315- He was then ‘ of the Apothecary’s Company.’ © scfm 






AMERICAN. 


‘Art. 29. The prefent State of Maryland. By the Delegates of the 
People. 8vo. 1s. Baltimore printed. London reprinted. Stock- 
dale. 17387. 

From the ftatement here fet forth, it appears, that in Maryland 
there is not a {efficient quantity of gold and filver for the medium of 
‘trade, and for the purpofe of taxation. The Delegates therefore 
‘propofe a plan for remedying the evils under which the ftate labours : 
“they recommend the emiffion of paper money, on the fecurity of landed 
property. Many arguments are brought in fupport of the project, 
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‘ch was however rejected by the Senate. -The pamphlet contains 
np ae of the public debt of the ftate of Maryland, with 


the refources for difcharging it, and for fupporting the ordinary go- 


vernment expences. am 
MATHEMATICS, 


Art. 30. 4 Syffem of Naval Mathematics; or, Praétical Rules of the 
Art of Navigation. Intended for the Ufe of Schools, and Young 
Mariners. By J. Bettefworth, Mafter of the Naval Academy at 
Chelfea. 1szmo 58. Boards. Wenman. 1757. ; 
El: mentary books feem to multiply without end. The reafon ts, 

we fuppofe, that every teacher prefers his own method. Mr. Bettef- 

worth’s book may anfwer as an introduction to navigation, but the 
ftudent will find many praétical rules wanting in it. The Appendix 
contains a neat method of approximating the latitude, from two ob- 
ferved altitudes of the fun, and the time between the obfervations be- 
ing given: but why is it neceflary to approximate, when the problem 
may be determinately folved ? a 


PoLIceE. 


Art. 31. The True Alarm ! an Effay, thewing the pernicioug Influence 
of Houfes of Induitry on the political Interefts of this Country, 
8vo. 1s.6d. Robinfons, &c. 1787. 

The fubje&t of this traét is of great confequence. ‘The Author 
argues, with much earneftnefs, and fome degree of warmth, againtt 
the inftitution of Houfes of Indufiry, for incorporated diftricts, or 
hundreds; which innovation, he apprehends, will greatly contribute 
not only toward depopulating the country, but to the fubduing the 
native, manly fpirit of the lower ranks of the people, who, poor 
as they may be, he obferves, are our great dependance for protec- 
tion, fhould our national intereft or fafety be in danger, from foreign 
invafion, or domeftic broils, and who, poor as the lowef? are, ought 
not, furely, to have their condition rendered ftill worfe, by rédacing 
them to a {tate of flavery *, in the fatal confequences of which, even 
their fuperiors might, in time, be involved. * Of what moment,’ 
favs our Author, ‘ can it poflibly be to a wretch who has not the li- 
berty of walking ont, beyond a certain boundary, that the king- 
dom is not threatened by a foreign enemy, or that it is not torn by 
inteftine commotions? Nay, is it not moré likely that he fhould re- 
Joice at feeing the nation in confufion, fince, in that cafe, he might 
entertain a hope, that, in a general wreck and pillage, in which it 
was impoflible for him to fuftain a lofs, he might feize upon fome- 
thing by which he might benefit himfelf?’ 

We think there is fome fhrewdnefs in the foregoing obfervation, 
Our fenfible Author has alfo placed the fubje& in feveral other very 
ftriking points of view, particularly with regard to the prejudice 
which the lower claffes of the people will receive from the inftitations 
in queftion, in regard to their-confinement, and confequent lofs of 





* A circumftance highly aggravated, when induftrious people, 
known to earn by their labour a comfortable maintenance, are for- 


ced into thefe work-houfes; of which our Author gives a remark- 
able inftance. 
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health, and decreafe of population. Many of his arguments on 


fome heads, appear, if we miftake not, to be drawn from what he 


has feen and remarked in the management, and in the effects, of this 
branch of police at Norwich; with refpect to which he feems to be 


well informed. In a word, we cannot but recommend this publica- 


tion to the perufal of all who employ their thoughts on this truly in- 
terefting and important topic. A complete revifal of the laws rela- 
tive to the poor is certainly much wanted ; and as the attention of the 
public, in general, hath been of late, in a confiderable degree, di- 
rected to the fubject, we hope the wifhed-for reformation will foon 


take place. In the mean time, we with the intelligent Author of 


this pamphlet would favour us with his ideas of fuch inftitutions as he 
would recommend, to replace thofe which he has here fo ftrongly 
reprobated : or, at leaft, with fuch hints of improwement, or refric- 
tions, as may ferve to render the plans lefs liable to the objections 


which have been made to them. G. 


HERALDRY, &c. 


Art. 32. Fielding’s New Peerage of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
‘ Jand : Containing the Origin and Progrefs of Honours, Manner 
of creating Peers, Orders of Knighthood, Jntroduction to He- 
valdry, with an Heraldic Ditionary, and a complete extinct Peer- 

age. Small izmo. 6s. Boards. Fielding. 1788. 

A neat and cheap compendium of every thing relative to the fub- 
je&t. As it is one of the lateft, fo it may reafonably be fuppofed 
one of the moft complete productions of the kind that the eae | 
of our modern soengtlen hath produced in this very peculiar branc 
of fcience. We fay /uppofed; for our readers will fcarcely expect 


that every page of a book of Peerage and Heraldry hath undergone . 


our ftrifteft and moft critical examination. Dd ’,) 


Art. 33. Heraldry in Miniature; containing all the Arms, Crefts, 
Supporters, and Mottoes, of the Peers, Peereffes, and Bifhops of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland; with the Baronets of Great 
Britain ; and the Infgnia of the different Orders of Knighthood. 
Alfo an Introduétion to the Science of Heraldry, a DiGionar 
of Heraldic Terms, an Index to the Peers, their Mottoes ati 
lated, &c. &c. Sm. 8vo. 2s. 6d. fewed. Rivingtons, &c. 1788. 
Similar to the foregoing Peerage, and equally ufeful, as far as. 

relates to the particulars mentioned in the ample title. As to the 

pedigrees of the Peers, which make fo large a portion of Fielding’s 
compilement, they could not be expected in this fmaller publica- 
tion; but we have here the arms of the Baronets of England, which 
the former has not: it has alfo received later corrections, and is more 
convenient for the pocket. The engravings in each are very neat, 
and we know not which to prefer. o 
Zi 


MEDICAL. 


Art. 34. Reports of the Humane Soci¢ty for the Recovery of Perfons 
apparently drowned; for the Years 1785 and 1786. 8vo. 35. fewed. 
Dodfley. 1787.’ 

_ Thefe reports fully evince the utility of the Society. Since the 

inditugion in 1774, the number of perfons who have been recovered 
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_ The cafes are briefly related, and a few remarks 
ep ig “The Editor has alfo given an account of fimilar focieties 
having been eftablifhed at Tewkfbury, Whitehaven, Norwich, and 
— letters from Mr. Kite of Gravefend, and from Mr. Sherwin 
of Enfield, on the fubjeé of fufpended animation, are annexed. 
Mr. Sherwin’s firft letter recommends transfufion, as a ftimulus for 
the recovery of perfons apparently dead. The mifchiefs that arofe 
from transfufion were fo great, in the latter end of the laft century, 
as to require the interpofition of the law, and the practice was wilely 
prohibited by the magiftrates. The abfurdity of the operation would 
deter a rational phyfician from ufing it, as its fatal confequences 
would the experienced practifer. At Paris, about the year 1668, it 
was performed on 500 human fubjedts, ¢awo of whom only were bene- 
fited by the operation. Mr. Sherwin fays, ‘ Eight or ten ounces of 
warm blood, from the arm of a ftrong vigorous healthy man, tranf- 
fufed by the jugular vein of the torpid patient, may find a ready ad- 
miffion into the right auricle and ventricle of the heart. Its warmth, 
its fluidity, its recent communication with the atmofphere, by the 
lungs of the living perfon, will all contribute to render it efficacious 
in exciting the puudium faliens, on which the fuccefs of the procefs 
muft ever depend.’ We have read of, nay we have feen, the pundum 
faliens of an embryo, but the puncfum /aliens of an adult hath hitherto 
efcaped our obfervation. Mr. Sherwin fays, ‘ There are many phz- 
nomena which flatly contradic the idea of Dr. Prieftley, that the of- 
fice of the lungs is to difcharge the phlogiiton of the blood.’ Thefe 

hznomena, however, are not even enumerated; we doubt whether 


any fuch exift; at leaft we have never feen any arguments that have | 


been fufficiently weighty to deftroy Dr. Prieftley’s admirable theory 
rcfpecting the office of the lungs. 

A reward of a gold medal is advertifed for the beft effay on the 
moft judicious modes of praéice in cafes of fufpended animation; and 
a filver one to the fecond in point of merit. The Effays to be fent 
to Dr. Hawes on or before the firft of March 1788. The Medical 


Society of London is to determine their merits. A WL. 


Art. 35. Remarks on the Ophthalmy, Pforophthalmy, and purulent Eye. 
With Methods of Cure, and Cafes annexed. By James Ware, 
Surgeon. The fecond Edition. 8vo. 3s. Dilly. 1787. 

The firft edition of this fmall but ufeful publication, was noticed 
in the fixty-third volume of our Review, p. 433. It is now re- 
publifhed with fome new cafes, which fully prove the efficacy of Mr. 
Ware’s rational method of cure in various difeafes of the eye. De? 


Art. 36. Pra@ical Obfervations on the Puerperal Fever; wherein the 
Nature of that Difeafe is inveftigated, and a Method of Cure, 
which has hitherto proved fucceisful, recommended. By Philip 
Pitt Walfh, M.D. Member of the College of Phyficians, &c. &c. 
8vo, 1s.6d. Dilly. 1787. 

Dr. Walth confiders the puerperal fever not ‘as a diforder Jui ge- 
neris, confined to 1xLyinG Women, but merely an unulual form of 
a very common difeafe.” Are we to conclude from this expreflion, 
_ that the difeafe called by our beit writers a child-bed-fever is not a 
F 3 | child» 
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child-bed fever ? Dr. W. adds, that.‘ it is, in reality, no other than 
the common infe€tious fever, complicated with a more or lefs extenfive 
inflammation of the peritoneum.’ As we have often feen feveral dif. 
ferent infectious fevers very common, we are at a lofs to know which 
fpecies our Author means by the term common. Ass to the partial in- 
flammation with which the puerperal fever is accompanied, Dr, 
Leake, and others, have maintained the fame, or fimilar opinions. 
The cure recommended by the Author confilts of emetics and fo- 
mentations; he afterwards prefcribes opiates and ftimulating cor- 
dials. Dr. Denman has done the fame before him; fee our Review, 
vol. xxxix. p. 399. 
Since the publication of this pamphlet, Dr. Walfh has paid the 
Jaft debt of nature, and the medical world has loft an ufeful member 
of fociety, whofe active purfuits, we doubt not, might have been 
attended by fome important and ufeful difcoveries or improvements 
in thofe branches of the medical art which he fo affiduoufly culti- 


vated. - hn. 


Art, 37. 4 Treatife on the Caufes and Effedis of Schirrous Tumors and 
Cancers. 'To which are annexed, an Addrefs to the Public, and 
the Author’s Apology for introducing to the World the late Mr. 
Guy’s Arcanum reipeéting the above Diforders. By Henry Saf- 
fory. tvo. 1s. Lane, &c. 1786. 

Mr. Saffory afferts, and confirms by a prefixed efidavit, that he 
hath purchafed Mr. Guy’s remedy for curing cancers. With refpect 
to the effets of this medicine, fee Review, vol. xxi p. 515. when 
Mr. Richard Guy firft publifhed his remedy. See alfo the account 
we gave of Mr. Melmoth Guy’s cafes, in vol. lvi. p. 480. This laft 
named Gentleman is fon to the former Mr. Guy. Q 


Art. 38. Conez/e Obfervations on the Nature of our common Food, fo 
far as it tends to promote or injure Health. By a Gentleman of 
the Faculty. 8vo» as. Wilkie. 1787. 

In the preface to this work we are told, that ‘ the Compiler is well 
aware that he /ays open to the criticifm of the world, but hopes that 
the purity of his intentions will fecure him from the cenfures which 
otherwife his imperfefiions might occafion.? N.B. The words here 
printed in Italics are fo marked in the original, except that vulgar Jays. 

The obfervations are moftly juft: they are delivered in the ftyle of 
aphorif{ms, and are, confequently, divefted of reafoning. The Au- 
thor chiefly refers to Drs. Cullen and Buchan for his authority. ge 

5 


Art. 39. Od/erwations concerning the medical Virtues of Wine; ina 
Letter to Dr. Buchan, by a Gentleman of the Faculty. To which 
ts added an Account of fome remarkable Cures performed by the 
Tokay de Efpagna, &c. 8vo. 1s. Stuart. 1786. 

After giving an account of the effe&ts of wine in general, and the 
influence it has on the human body, both in the prevention and 
cure of feveral difeafes, our Author proceeds to defcribe the good 
qualities of Tokay de E/pagna, and gives a catalogue of cures faid to 
have been performed by the ufe of it; concluding thus: * From 
thefe few cated it is obvious, that Tokay de E/pagna pofleffes all the 
medical virtues which have at any time been attributed to the bett 
wines. It ftrengthens the ftomach, reftores the appetite, removes 

8 obftructions, 
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obftruétions, promotes all the fecretions, and cures the moft obtti- 
nate difeafes.’ ; 

Such are the praifes beftowed on this wine: but we perceive no 
¢ matters that are well worth the attention of the public,’ except the 
following, which we fincerely recommend to every reader: ‘ Who- 
ever wifhes to reap the benefit of this divine medicine when fick, mutt 


ufe it with moderation while in health.’ Se 


Art. 40. Pradical Obfervations on venereal Complaints; or a plain, 
eafy, fafe, and certain Method of Cure, without endangering the 
Conttitution with Mercury, &c. &c. By Mr. Neale, Surgeon. 
8vo. 2s. Burnet, &c. 17387. 

This publication appears to be defigned chiefly for the purpofe of 
recommending the Montpellier Ajoxem, a noftrum of Mr. Neale’s 
preparation. The cafes confirming the efficacy of the new remedy 
are numerous. Such proofs are never wanting in publications of this 
kind. 

EDUCATION. Ze 

Art.41. The Children’s Friend; confitting of apt Tales, fhort Dialogues, 
and moral Dramas; all intended to engage Attention, cherifh Feel- 
ing, and inculcate Virtue, in the rifing Generation, Tranflated 
by the Rev. Mark Anthony Meilan, from the French of M. Ber- 

vin. 16mo. 24 vols. 128. fewed. Bew. 

The admired Ami des Enfans is too well known to need any farther 
encomium from us. We have already paid to its merits our full 
tribute of applaufe. The variety of its moral initructions, and the 
pleaiing mode in which they are delivered, with other recommenda- 
tory qualities, all unite to render it the beft book of its kind. We 
cannot, then, wonder that feveral tranflators fhould be eager to give 
it usin Cur own language ; and, among that number, Mr. Meilan 
modeitly prefents himfelf. This Gentleman, we underitand, is a 
foreigner; itis, therefore, no matter of furprife if he has, in many 
places, fhewn himfelf not perfectly acquainted with our manners and 
idioms. Juttice forces us to remark, that this is the cafe in the pres 
fent tranflation, Numerous, indeed, are the inftances that we could 
adduce in fupport of our obfervation; but a few only may fuffice. 
Vol. vil. p. 41. 52. 54. and 55. we have the expreflion, ‘ Mr. Doc- 
tor;” becaufe the French fay, Mon/: le Do@eur, Mon/. le Compte, &c. 
Vol. iv. p. 32. * The boys changed looks.’ Ib. p. 49. * Every dith 
was excellently tafted.’ Ib. p..27. ‘ Pafsinto the room:’ Fr. ** Pafer 
dans le cabinet de toilette.” Vol.v. p.16. © Unconcotted fruits,’ 
Vol. 7. p. zg. ‘I love my dear mama too well, that 1 fhould give 
her any trouble :’ Fr, “* J’aime trop maman pour m expofer a l’affli- 
ger.” Vol. iit. p. 51. * Jones was not furprised a little.” . Vol. xiv. 
p. 127. Let the pieces of mufic ‘ ftrike up their enlivening din.” 
Never, furely, was a word more unhappily chofen: dia carries with 
it a very difagreeable idea ; it means, in our opinion, and in that of 
the learned Dr, Johnfon, an harfh noife : ‘* The odious din of war.’’ 
Milton. « ** O, ?iwas a diz to fright a monfter’s ear.”” Shakefpeare’s 
Yempeft. 
aan allowance, however, being made for Mr. Meilan’s not being 

untryman, the tranflation is, on the whole, far from unfuc- 
F 4 cefsful, 
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cefsfal, and its fmall fize is well adapted to the hands of children, 
In fome places the language is fo correct and juft, that we fufpe& 
fome Englifhman muft have given Mr. M. an helping hand. We 
with we were not obliged to add, that the bad printing, and the 
mifplacing the names of the fpeakers in the dramas, &c. together with 
fome very uncouth words, will occafion no inconfiderable degree of 
trouble to parents in explaining them to their children. The Tranf- 
lator has abridged, tran{pofed, and otherwife altered, many of the 
plays and ftories, in fome inftances, perhaps, for the better ; and 
where his literary pruning-knife has been feverely exercifed in lop- 
ping what he thought the dull parts of the dramas, he has inferted, 
in their room, fome {cions from the ftock of Madame de Sillery. This 
Lady has many admirers, as well as M. Berquin: and as we have. 
ranked ourfelves in the number, we cannot be difpleafed with this 
manawure; at leait, we mutt confefs, that the pieces themfelves meet 
Our approbation : but as to the propriety of their introduction here, 
and of Mr. M.’s other alterations, we leave that to the determina- 
tion of their different readers. 2 


Art. 42. ANAAEKTA EAAHNIKA HEEONA. Sive Colle&anea Greta. 
Minera, cum Notis Philologicis, atque parvo Lexico: ad Ufum Tiro- 
num accommodata. 8vo. 5s. bound. Murray. 1787. 

The advantage of colleétions, when judicioufly made, is great and 
evident: they lay before a young ftudent thofe parts of an author 
which he will enjoy and underftand; they conceal from him what is 
too difficult, and remove entirely from his fight what is improper. 
The Greek Tyro is obliged to Mr. Dalziel, Profeffor of Greek at 
Edinburgh, for this colleétion; which, poffefling thefe recommenda- 
tions, is well calculated for the perfons for whom it is intended; and 
thofe that are but moderately advanced in Greek literature will be 
greatly affifted by it. ‘The paffages contained in this volume are ta- 

en from Afop, Hierocles, Palephatus de Incredibilibus Hifporiis, 

Lucian’s Dialogues, Plutarch’s Apothegmata, Xenophon’s Inftitutio, 

Anacreon, Bion, Mofchus, and Tyrteus. A fhort account of each 

author, and of the editions through which it has paffed, a few ex- 

planatory notes, and a Lexicon, chiefly taken from Schrevelius, are 
annexed, The Editor, in mentioning the editions of Anacreon, 
has omitted the laft of Brunck, which came out in 1786, and which 
contains the S¢holig, and more annotations than that publifhed in 

1778, He has alfo omitted to mention the laft edition of Xeno- 

phon’s works, publifhed by Ernefti in 8vo. 5 Zh. 


Art. 43. 4 Colle&tion of eafy Sentences from the beft Clafic Writers ; 
intended as an initial Book in learning the Latin Language. By 
the Rev. John Hadley Swain, Mafter of the Boarding-{chool, 
Kenfington Gravel-Pits. 8vo. 2s. Rivingtons. 1786. 

The principal obje& of this publication, we are told, is to enable 

a child to attain the nouns and verbs with facility, and to tell 

the cafe of anoun, and the mood and tenfe of a verb, at fight. It is 

farther faid, that, by the ufe of this book, the child is made to like 
his grammar, and look on it as his particular friend and affiftant. 

The Author adds an account of the manner in which this colleétion 

16 ufed in his own fchool ; and he obferves, that, from his own expe- 

rience, 










































MontHLty CaTALoGuE, Impeachment of Impey. 73 


and that of a few particular friends, it has been found to 
fe of an initial book to the Latin language ; for 
which reafon it is now offered for public and general ufe. In this 
manner Mr. Swain {peaks of his little performance. As far as we 


rience, 
an{wer the purpo 


iudge, his account is probable and juit. It is a companion to 
a sinet and feems fitted to aflift and accelerate that part of 


education to which it reiates. FA. 
€ 


Art. 44. May-Day: or, Anecdotes of Mifi Lydia Lively. Intend 
to improve and amute the rifing Generation. izmo. 15. Mar- 

all. 1787. | 
a Te complained of the number, fimilitude, and qua- 
lity, of the prefent race of novels, and, in reviewing them, of the 
difficulty of varying our expreffions, on account of the famenefs of 
opinion. Children’s books are now almoft as numerous, and the 
fame difficulty occurs; though in thefe, indeed, we have only the 
multiplicity to objeé&t to ; whereas, in the novels, we have not only 
their number, but often their tendency, to reprehend. Of the 
prefent little volume, we need only fay, that like the many others 
which have gone before, it contains amufing and initructive incidents, 


conveyed in fuitable, eafy language. 2, 


Art. 45. Dialogues and Letters on Morality, O0conomy, and Politencfs. 
1zmo. 3 vols. 3s. half-bound. Marfhall. 1787. 

This little, uleful, fet of books, calculated for young female 
readers, do not difcredit the many commendable publications of the 
kind, for which the world is obliged to Mr. Marshall, and his literary 
affociates, M. P. and Co. “” G 


IMPEACHMENT of Sir Ev1yauH IMPEY. 


Art. 46. Articles of Charge of high Crimes and Mifdemeanors, againk 
Sir Elijah Impey, Knignt, late Chief Juftice of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature, at Fort William, in Bengal. Prefented to the Houfe 
of Commons, upon the 12th Day of December 1787. 8vo. 
2s. 6d. Stockdale. 1788. 

Thefe Charges, fix in number, contain a relation of feveral tranfac- 
tions, according to which it appears, that Sir Elijah Impey has often 
deviated from the due difcharge of his office, as Chief Juftice, and fre- 
quently committed acts of outrage, violence, and oppreflion. 

The firft Charge refpects the trial of Nunducomar. The fa@, as 
here ftated, is as follows: 

The fupreme court at Fort William was erected for the purpofe of 
affording a place of refuge for the inhabitants of the provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar and Oriffla, whether Britith or native, who might fuffer 
from the exactions, vexations, and injuries of the Eaft India Com pany, 
or their fervants in authority there. Soon after the eftablithment of 
this Court, Warren Haftings Efqg; was publicly accufed of various 
peculations and corrupt practices, in his office of Governor General, 
by Maha Rajah Nunducomar, a native of high rank and great emi- 
nence. Nunducomar’s caufe was frequently put off, and on frivolous 
excufes, delayed. Mr. Hattings, in the mean time, indiéted Nun- 
ducomar in- the fame Court, for a forgery committed five years be- 
fore; and the unfortunate Rajah was condemned and executed as 


here fet forth, contrary to law. 


The 
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The fecond Charge relates to Nauderah Begum*. The cafe wag 
briefly this: Shabbar Beg Khan died, leaving a fhare of his inherir. 
ance to his nephew (whom he had adopted as his fon) Bahader Beg 
Khan. The widow, Nauderah Begum, was in poffeflion of the effeés 
of the deceafed ; and Bahader Beg commenced a fuit againft the wi. 
dow for the recovery of his thare of the inheritance; alleging that 
fhe was fecreting and removing the cffeéts. The fuit, the parties 
being Mahomedans, was referred to a Cawzee f, and two Mutfties, 
oflicers belonging tothe provincial court and learned in the Maho. 
medan law ; and judgment was given that the effeéts of Shabbar Beg 
Khan fhould be divided into four equal parts, three of which were 
adjudged to Bahader Beg Khan, and the fourth to the widow Nau- 
derah Begum. 


After execution of the above fentence, Nauderah brought an action 


of trefpafs againit Bahader Beg, the Cawzee, and the two Mufties; 
whereupon, Sir Elijah iffued a writ againit the defendants, in which the 
fheriff was directed, ‘ not to admit the faid defendants, nor any of 
them, to bail, uncer the fum of 4c0,cco rupees '.”? The writ bein 
executed, the Cawzee was feized in the public ftreet, in the midit of 
his attendants, as he was returning home from the exercife of the 
duties of his office, in one of the courts of crimina! juftice. This 
difgraceful arreft ftruck the inhabitants of the city of Patna, where 
the aét was Committed, with univerfal confternation. — Several enor. 
mities, in the courfe of the trial, are alleged againft. Sir Elijah; 
which we fhall not enumerate. The refult was, that judgment was 
given in favour of the plainuff, Nauderah Begum, with damages to 
the amount of 300,000 Sicca rupees (about 36,0001.) againft all the 
defendants §. Thus Sir Eiijah Impey is charged with ufurping a 

ower of controul over the Cawzce and Mufties, men verfed and 
learned in the laws and cuftoms of the Mahomedans, and aéting offi- 
cially in a court of juftice, appointed to examine into the validity of 
deeds relative to matters of property, according to thofe laws. He 
is farther charged with bringing the character of a Britith Judge into 
difgrace, and the name and adminiftration of Britith juftice, into ter- 
ror and abomination. 

The third Charge is for an extenfion of jurifdiGion The princi- 
pal part of this Charge ftates ‘ that he [Sir Elijah Impey] being him- 
ielf employed in, or confulted relative to, the drawing of the char- 
ter under which he was to adminifter juftice in the faic kingdoms 
{Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffaj, did infert or procure to be inferted 
therein, new power, authority, and jurifdidtion over the faid natives, 
not warranted by the A@ of Parliament on which the faid charter 
was founded, nor fuch as the crown of Great tritain could grant and 
confer by its own prerogative, agreeably to the law. of nations, and 


—_ 





* Princefs. + Judge. t About 44,000}. fterling. 

§ Who, not being able to pay fo exorbitant a fine, were thrown into 
prifon; which produced the miferable death of the Cawzee, who, 
from age and infirmity, funk (as it is here exprefled) under the perfe- 
cution of the faid Elijah Impey . The other defendants remained up- 
wards of two years in the common jail of Calcutta, till they were fet 
at liberty by the humane interpofition of the Britifh Parliament. 
the 
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Cafes are produced to fubftantiate 


the common law of this realm.’ 


cell *; relative to a caufe concerning a difputed account, in 
which Sir Elijah Impey is charged with having, in the undue execu- 
tion of his otiice, committed various outrages, indecencies, and pro- 
fanations the moft abominable to the feelings of the Gentoo natives 
of India, and the moft fcandalous to any civilized nation. : 

The fifth Article charges Sir E}ijah with accepting the office of 
judge of one of the courts of the Eaft India Company, and receiving, 
as fuch, a falary of 8000l. per annum ; when by the A& for etta- 
blithing the fapreme Court he af sempee from accepting any place 
of office from the Company, and from receiving any falary in lieu of 
fervices done for the Company. 

The fixth Charge concerns the affairs of the Princefles of Oude ; in 
which Sir Elijah neglecting the oflice of Chief Juitice, travelled round 
the country in the character of a folicitor, collecting affidavits for fup- 
porting Mr. Haftings in feizing the properties of thefe unfortunate 
Princefles. 

Such is the out-line of thefe Articles of impeachment: were 
we to enter into the particulars of each, we fhould much exceed 
our bounds, and probably even then our abridgment would not 

ive that fuflicient information concerning thefe intricate affairs, 
which may be obtained by the perufal of the publication before us. 


IMPEACHMENT of Mr. Hastines. Aum ™s 


Art. 47. Minutes of Warren Haftings, andPhilip Francis, Efquires: 

: svo. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 1788, 

Thefe Minutes are felected from the reports of the Secret Commit- 
tee, and contain the fubftance of the tranfactions in Council at Bengal, 
relative to the differences between Mr. Hattings and Mr. Francis ; 
and, though not publithed with that intention, fome readers, no doubt, 
will wnfer, that they afford a fufficient juftification of the Houfe of 
Commons, for not fuffering Mr. Francis to be a Member of the Com- 
mittee for managing the impeachment of Mr. Haftings. Se 


Art. 48. The Anfwer of Warren Haftings E/q; to the Articles * ex- 
hibited by the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeftes in Parliament af- 
fembled, in the Name of themfelves and of all the Commons of 
Great Britain, in maintenance of their Impeachment again him 
for High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, fuppofed to have been by him 
committed. Delivered at the Bar of the Houfe of Peers, Wednef- 
day, Nov. 28th, 1787. 8vo. 4s. Boards. Stockdale. 1788. 

It is impoffible for us to give an abridgment of thefe 4x/wers to 
the numerous articles ofimpeachment exhibited againft Mr. H. We 
thall therefore only inform our readers, that they appear to be drawn 
up with great judgment and caution, Mr. Haitings replies to each 
article feparately ; and concludes witha general exculpation of him- 
felf from the charges which have been brought againfthim. As to 
the fufficiency of his defence, we prefume not to offer our Opinion ; 
the Members of the great tribunal, appointed to examine the facts, 





* Foran account of which fee Review for Auguft laf, page 155. 
an 
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and determine the caufe, are the only proper judges of the validity 
of the impeachment, or the veracity of the Governor’s an{wers, 
MIscELLANEOUS. — 
Art. 49. Extrait de la Requéte addreffée au Roi par M. de Calonn, 
Minifire d’Etat. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Robfon, &c. 1787. 
Abridgment of the Memorial addreffed to the King of France, by M, 

de Calonne, Minifter of State. Tranflated from the French by W, 

Walter. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Robfon, &c. 1787. 

In our Review for November lait, page 362, we made mention of 
M. de Calonne’s Reguete, or memorial at large, touching his unfortu- 
nate fituation in being profcribed by the King and Parliament on the 
charge of crimes which he declares to be imaginary ; the fuggeftions of }. 
the enemies of bis mafter and of himfelf. ‘This however is a matter to 
which it is impoflible for Reviewers, or indeed for Englifhmen of any 
defcription whatever, to fpeak with certainty and precifion. The bu. 
finefs is complex and involved in an uncommon degree. 

With refpect to the abridgment of this memorial—a memorial 
which, from its extraordinary fpirit, the Briton or American might be 
proud to own—the publifher obferves,—* I thought that many per- 
fons who either cannot or will not fpare the time to read publications 
of fuch confiderable length (the memorial being a quarto volume of 
212 pages), would be happy to have extracts of the moft interefting 
parts, properly connected, and feparated from the calculations, &c, 
the more fo as the extracts offered to the public have the advantage 
of being literally felected from the moft ftriking paflages of the Au- 
thor.’ In this opinion we readily concur. Le 
Art. 50. Authentic Adventures of the celebrated Countefs Valois 

de la Motte, from her Birth to her Efcape from Prifon : includ. 

ing the whole Tranfaétion with Cardinal de Rohan, relative to the 

Diamond Necklace. ‘Tranflated from the French. 1zmo. 235, 

Kearfley. 1787. 

The Countefs dela Motte, who may be placed with the honour. 
able Mrs. Greeve * as a fwindler, but who certainly furpafles the 
Englifhwoman in cunning and addrefs, has excited the attention of 
the public in an uncommon degree. This lady has endeavoured to 
enforce a belief that fhe is defcended from a natural fon of Henry II. 
of France, of the race of Valois, and fhe has therefore added Valis 
to her family name. This claim toa royal though illegitimate origi- 
nal, our Author labours to invalidate, and from his arguments we 
conclude him to be right, if it was worth while to be right in /ucha 
point of inquiry, In thefe adventures, in which, by the way, there 
is much of extravagance and {eeming romance, the intriguing fpirit of 
Madame de la Motte is particularly fhewn. No new light, how- 
ever, is thrown on the affair of the necklace, and, perhaps, till the 
Countefs has publifhed her narrative of that tranfa&tion, and which 








——e® 


* A woman who pretended to be related to a noble family, and 
who, for divers capital frauds by her committed, was, if we remember 
right, fentenced to tranfportation for life, 


fhe 
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d to do, no decifion can properly be made. The 
but the truth, is now, with fome impatience, expected 
fcaped the ‘ power and malice of her enemies, 
longer occafion to prevaricate. In the work be- 
who has been charged by our he- 
gle, is reprefented as per- 


the has promife 
truth, and nothing 
from her. She has e 
and has therefore no 
fore us, the Count de Cagliottro, 
roine as a principal in this inimitable jug 
fettly pure and immaculate. 
Art. ¢1. Te Contraft: or the oppofite Confequences of good and evil 
Habits, exhibited in the loweft Ranks of rural Life, for the Benefie 
of intelligent Servants, and the beft Proficients in Sunday Schools. 
1zmo. 38s. 6d. Boards. Cadell, &c. 1787. 
Many very important moral inftructions are here conveyed through 
the medium of a natural and interefting ftory, in a manner well adapt- 
edto the underftandings of thofe for whofe benefit it is defigned. 


We heartily recommend it, as worthy of a place in the catalogue of 


¢ 


ufeful books. rr na , 


Art. 52. 4 Short Account of the late Dr. John Parfons, Profeffor of 
Anatomy at Oxford; Dr. Richard Huck Saunders, of London ; 
Dr. Charles Collignon, Profeffor of Anatomy at Cambridge; and 
Sir Alexander Dick, of Preftonfield. From the Edinburgh Medi- 
cal Commentaries, Vol. X. p. 322, &c. 8vo. 1s. Murray. 1787. 
This pamphlet contains a fhort biographical account of each of 

thefe four Phyficians: We pretend not to determine on the authen- 

ticity of the particulars here given ; nor have we the leaft reafon to 


doubt the fidelity with which they are executed. 


Art. 53. Political Mifcellanies. Part I. By the Authors of the Ro/- 
liad and Probationary Odes. 8vo. 3s. Gd. fewed. Ridgway. 
1787. 
We mut credit the title-page, for the authenticity of the’ pieces 

here collected, as we fee at the bottom of it, the name of the book- 
feller through whofe hands the celebrated Rolliad, and the Probati- 
onary Odes, were prefented to the public. Some of the articles are 
anti-minifterial election fquibs, thrown out during the late conteft 
for Weftminfter ; others are kindred jeux d’e/prits, which appeared, 
at different times, within a few years pa{t; but the chief, and the 
beft pieces, in our opinion, are the ‘‘ Probationary Ode extraordinary, 
by the Rev. W. Mafon*, M. A.” and ‘the State/men, an Eclogue ;” 
in which the Marquis of Lanfdowne and Mr. Pitt are the charaéters 
introduced.—-The whole of this affemblage of fugitive wit, is ftill 
capable of affording entertainment, notwithitanding the lapfe of time 
fince the jefts here repeated firft fet the tables at the Shakefpeare and 
the King’s Arms in a roar. 


Art. 54. 4 Reply to Philip Thickneffe’s Letter. Publithed by the Au- 
thor of the Medical Cautions +. 8vo. No Price nor Bookéfeller. 1787. 
Some private quarrels have given rife to this produétion, the 

greateft part of which can only be intelligible to perfons acquainted 

with the parties, and the particulars of their difputes. The pamphlet 

Contains much fevere perfonal abufe, whether defervedly or unde- 





* After all, this freedom with the names of ref pectabile charaters, 
ought not to be deemed allowable. 
t Dr. Mackittrick Adair; fee Review for Aug. 1787. p.171. 
fervedly 
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fervedly beftowed we know not, nor do we perceive in what refpeh 


the public can be interefted in it. Gg 
¢e 
POETRY. 


Art. 55. The Critics, a Poem. By Juvenis. 4to. zs. Richardfon. 1787 


The Author rails at critics: this, without feeing his verfes, our 
experienced readers will think a bad fign®*. Good writers, not be. 
ing afraid of good judges, never revile them ; but rather with to ob. 
tain their fuffrages. Certainly the opinion of one di/cerning reader, 
i, e. a Critic, is worth that of fifty who want learning, or tafte to 
difcriminate between the beauties and defects of an Author. This 
Poet feems to have formed other ideas ; for inftance: 

‘(Critics the name the fubtle murd’rers dear; 
At thatcurs’d name, the mufe can fcarce fordvar 
From furious rage’ 

But why all this ‘ furious rage ?? Wherefore is the young Gentle. 
man in fuch a terrible taking ? The Critics, he may rett fatisfied, will 
pot be his worlt enemies+. He has moft to fear from himfelf : of which 
this little article affords a ftriking proof. G 


Art. 56. The Story of Le Fevure, from the works of Mr. Sterne, Put 
into Verfe by Jane Timbury. 8vo. 1s. Jamefon. 1787. 

If the original Author of the truly affecting flory of Le Fevre could 
return from his grave, and read what has been done by this putter of 
that admirable compofition into verfe, the degradation which his work 
has fuffered, would certainly make the ** par/om /wear” worfe than 
did Uncle Toby, when he re/o/wed that the poor fick Lieutenant fhould 
«© not die;’’—perhaps as bad as Dr. Slop did, when he cut his thumb, 


Art. 57. Female Virtues: A Poem. 4to. 28. Cadell. 1787.9) 


The praifes of modetty, truth, indufiry, cheerfulnefs, and other 
female virtues, are fung in ftrains, which, if not highly poetical, are 
natural and pleafing. The piece merits the attention of thofe-for 





whofe amafement and inftruction it was written. Pr) 


Art. 58. The Fane of the Druids. A Poem. 4to. 2s. 64. 
Murray. 1787. 7 

The particulars which are preferved concerning the Druids, are 
well fuited, both from their nature, and-from the obfcurity which 
time has thrown over them, to furnifh a theme for poetical defcrip- 
tion. This writer has happily feized the idea of exhibiting, in the 
drefs of poetry, the tenets, rites, and cuftoms, of this ancient race, as 
far as any veftiges of them remain. The defcription is wrought up ia 
the form of an interefting tale ; the writer has thrown over the nar- 
rattve a lively colouring of fancy, and has expreffed his conceptions 





* It was not thus that Mr. Pope began his poetical career. He 
courted the acquaintance of men who were older, more experienced, 
and more learned, than himfelf ; men who were juftly honoured with 
“‘ the Critic’s noBLE name;” and he profited by their obfervations 
and remarks. But Pope was the Poet of coop sense. 

‘ Such wits their nuifance manfully expofe, 
And then pronounce jutt judges learning’s foes ; 
O frail conclufion ! the reverfe is true ; 
If foes to learning, they’d be friends to you.? Youne. 
in 
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harmonious verfe. In his notes he has collected the prin- 


‘ d . . 
ie Pats re(pecting his fubject, and difcufied feveral doubtful points, 
oO 


with much ingenuity. ¢ 
Art. 59. Poems, by J. Donaldfon, Author of the Elements of Beauty. 
~ ato. 2s. 6d. Murray. 1786. 
Thefe {mall pieces, though not deftitute of harmony, have too little 
fentiment or imagery to leave any impreflion on the fancy, or the 


peart. The following is a fair {pecimen : 


‘EsTIMATE of PLEASURE. 


‘ Pleafures moving human mind, 

Are of mix’d uncertain kind ; 

Sometimes much on fate depends, 

Sometimes fancy mars or mends. 

Treach’ry, drefs’d like Truth, prepares 

For the feeling heart her fnares ; 

Folly, wearing Friendthip’s guife, 

Lends her ears to Slander’s lies. 

What is merit’s great reward, 

Save a cold or rough regard ? 

What does life itfelf imply, 

Since all things that live muft die?’ 
The whole confifts of 24 pages, loofely printed. CR? 


Art. 60. Minor Poems; or Poetical Pieces, never before publithed. 
Collected by L. Ker, M. B. 4to. 1s. Law. 1787, 


SPECIMEN, 
* The Deatu of the Gons. 


An Ode written in imitation of Pindar.’ 


‘I made the Mufes fick 
By anew fong.’ 

You have likewife turned the ftomachs of your Reviewers, Sir—And 
yet it is well known that they are obliged to {wallow many a naufe- 
ous draught. But to proceed —~ 

‘ Not invoking their aid 

And their hearts were afraid ! 

They are dead, they. are gone, 

And [11 follow my blow ; 

The Gods all anon 

From Jupiter down to his Godfhip below. 

Your poetical gods 

Shall no longer furvive ; 

At leatt it is odds 

That they prefently die, 

If I am alive, 

From the combat victorious return’d ; 

The hero is Ker, 

Who alone made the war, 

See their names and their titles are burn’d.’ 


Alaa! 
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&5 MonTuHiy Catarocue, Poétical. 


Alas! poor gentleman, exclaim our readers—He is ftrangely difor. 
dered, Whatcan poflibly be done for him? 
‘* Run for a Surgeon, breathe the middle vein.” 

Hold, hold, good folks, the Author will do extremely well. He 
dates from the College of Phyficians. He is therefore in good and 
proper hands. Evacuants, and fo forth, you know—In a word, if any 
people can bring him to bis fenfes, it is undoubtedly the hoft of War. 


wick-lane. Ad, 


Art. 61. Sketches of Beauty, natural and moral, facred to Love and 
Virtue. In fix Books. Defigned for the late Lady Vifcountefs 
Valentia. 12mo. 38. 6d. Stockdale. 1787. 

We have here,—‘* Not three incomprehenfibles, but one incompre. 
henfible *.”— 

« Along the vegetative, foul-fequefter’d vale, 
Where beauty courts the filent foft recefs ; 

Twice pleafed, modeftly fhines, it comes and goes 
Unmark'd : a turn will take. What tho’ the eye 
Keen-fir’d with life, quick lightning thro’ the heart, 
Or burnifh’d glofs, be not; her cooler robes, 

‘The milder mien, and fteadier calm are here ; 
Wooing the thoughts to fympathetic paufe ! 
Thence ftarting fwift with her we mount the fkies, 
Gone to report the meed fhe met on earth : 
Angelic mufic finks to fad furprife, 

A moment paus’d their blifs; while the relates 
‘The vile idolatry fhe met from men, 

Or brutal, ttupid and unconfcious gaze ; 

Who fee not God in her, elfe her adore: 

Worthip difclaim, fave to their idol-train, 

Of taftes conceited —Thefe they deify !’— 

The writer proceeds through two hundred and thirty-eight pages, 
involved in mift and obfcarity. What he would Je at (as the phrafe 
is) we cannot tell. ‘The whole, indeed, appears to us a matter as dif- 
ficult to expound as was heretofore the riddle of Sphinx. The Av- 
thor appears to be a good man: we are only forry that his meaning, 
as a poet, is not equally apparent. yi 


Art, 62. The Tears of lenne, an Elegiac Poem; on the Death of 
the late Duke of Rutland. By John Williams, Efg; Author 
of the Children of Thefpis, &c. 4to. 1s. Strahan, in the 
Strand. 1787. . 

When real grief would exprefs its feelings, on occafions fimilar 
to that which excited the Years of Jerne, it ought to be refpetted ; 
efpecially as it may fometimes happen, that private friendfhip may 
join in lamenting the public lofs: and even faulty expreffions of 


poetic forrow fhould, in fuch cafes, be exempted from all feverity 


of criticifm. ‘The prefent compofition, therefore, fhall pafs without 
particular animadverfion, though it poflefles general merit fufficient 
to entitle it to the critical reader’s attention. G 

¢ 





* See Mr. W.’s fpeech in Anticipation 1778, 


Art. 
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62. A Poetical Epiftle from a Loufe, to Peter Pindar, Efq; or 
e* _ banifhed from Court. 4to. 2s. Robinfons, &c- 
=87, 1931 
We had much rather hear Peter Pindar fing of a loufe, than liften 
toa loufe addrefling itfelf to Peter Pindar :—compared to whom, 


‘creeper in poetry is but a ait.—Let not the ingenious infect, 
hg be gt mortified. A nit is /omething.—Something, 
too, endowed with animation; and we have not {aid that 7t was 
nothing of a poet: nor is it every egg of a loufe that can hatch and 
bring forth epiftles in verfe. bad 
Art. 64. An irregular Ode to General Elliot. By Henry F rancis Carye 

4to. Birmingham printed, by Piercy. No Price. 
ADVERTISEMENT prefixed : 

«It is hoped the candid Reader will pardon many imperfections 
in the following piece, on account of the extreme youth of the 
Author, who is not more than /fteen years of age.’ 

After noting the above information, we perufed the Ode to which 
it relates, and were agreeably difappointed, for we expected to meet 
with many, and, perhaps, material imperfections in the verfes of fo 
young an Author; but this extraordinary piece affords the crittc 
very little occafion to exercife the rod of correction. On the con- 
trary, there is as much to commend as can well be imagined, in fo 
fmalla poem. We may, therefore, look for a confiderable degree 
of excellence in the more mature productions of General Elliot’s 
juvenile panegyritt. o 
Art. 65. The Battle of Haftings: an Heroic Poem. 4to. 18. 6d. 

Kearfley. 1787. 

A mock heroic, the fubject of which is, the conteft between the 
accufers and the friends of the late Governor-general of the Britifh 
Eait Indies. ‘The Minifterialifts, arranged in defence of Mr. Hattings, 
are led on by the Premier ; to whom are oppofed, Mefirs, Fox, Burke, 
and Sheridan, at the head of the affailants.—But the Oriental Chief 
being wounded in the conflit, he is abandoned by Mr. Pitt. The 
action, however, does not prove decifive: Jove weighs in the old 
{cales, the fate of the war; but 

© As yet unfix’d th’ eternal balance hung, 
Now funk by right, and now by favour fwung.’ 

The bard who, not without ability, celebrates the hard-fought 
day, is evidently inclined to the Foxites. Je 


DRAMATIC 


Art. 66. The Pilgrim. A Comedy. In five A&s. Written origi- 
nally by Fletcher; afterwards altered by Dryden; now revived, 
with material Additions, &c. 8vo. 1s. Lowndes. 1787. 
Fletcher, as a dramatift, is fecond to none but Shakefpeare. In 

almoft every one of his plays, we fee a bold and ftriking image of 


Nature:—not indeed fuch an image of her as the chiffel of a 


Phidias or a Praxiteles would produce, but rough-hewn, and bear- 
ing much the femblance of her original form. 
With refpect to the Pilgrim, however, we do not.think that it is 


to be ranked among thg happieft of his poetical efforts. Beauti 
, Rev, Jan, 1788, - G , ‘tk 
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it certainly s; but they are few, and covered with ruft. Now, 
to remove incruftation, yet leave the figare wholly uninjured, 
requires a nice and delicate hand. ‘The attempt has long ago been 
made, bet without fuccefs.—The modern embellifoments are too 
plainly feen. In fine, the language, as it now appears, reminds 
us in fome fort of that of Butler’s hero, which we are told was 
«¢ Englifh cut on Greek and Latin, 
Like fultian heretofore on fatin.”’ 
The turning the blank verfe into profe, or, as Mr. Bayes fo hap. 
ily exprefies it, tran/profing, is likewife, in our opinion, a capital 
Fault. Why this has been done, we are at a lofs to conjecture, unlefs 
indeed it was in the hope of bringing down the Poet to a level with 
the Alterer. A contrary effort, though unfuccefsful, might have 
merited praife. 
The prefent publication differs little from that of Vanbrugh , 
who frit attempted to bring the Pilgrim on the ftage in an altered 
habit, except that the indecencies are pretty carefully lopped aw 


ay. 
Art. 67. Englifo Readings ; a Comic Piece, inone Act. 8vo. AB 


Dilly. 1787. | 
A kind of Interlude, in which the fondnefs for Englifh Readings 
is attempted to be ridiculed; but why, we cannot imagine. We 
really think, that paffages felefted from fome of the moft admired 
of the Britifh writers, and delivered by an able fpeaker, may prove 
at leaft as rational an entertainment, as that with which Mr. Hughes, 
Mr. Aftley, or any other equeftrian hero can prefent us. Qe? 


NoveELs. - 


Art. 68. Tbe Adventures of Numa Pompilius, fecond King of Rome, 
Tranflated from the French of M. de Florian. 2z Vols. Crowa 
8vo. 6s. Boards, Dilly. 1787. 

In the Appendix to Review, vol. 75. page 513. our Readers 
will find an account of Numa Pompilius, as originally publithed in 
French. We have nothing te add to what was then faid on the par- 
ticular merits of this truly elegant romance. The tranflation is {pi- 
rited and faithful. 0 


Art. 69. The Happy Art of Teaxing. Crown 8vo. 38. 6d. Boards. 
amefon. 1787. 

The Reviewer of the modern novel is in the fituation of Hercules 
encountering the Hydra.— One head lopped off, two or three im- 
mediately {pring up in its place. With thefe he is again obliged to 
combat; and though he has an Jolaus to fupply him with brands, the 
‘monfter obftinately and fearlefsly maintains its ground. 

__ The Author of the work before us is an adept in the art of teazing and 
fatiguing his reader. He, therefore, who is obliged to follow him thro’ 
the whole of the ridiculous ftory here related, may furely reckon it 


among his /abours, and even confider it as none of the leat. Q¢ 





* The Editor is miftaken in faying the alterations were made by 
Dryden. That great man was only employed in writing a Pro- 
logue and Epilogue, and a Secular Mafque at the conclusion of the 
piece, | 
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HoRTICULTURE. 


“ dener’s univerfal Guide: or experimental Art of 
Ms Taoniog. "dies plain and familiar Inftructions, founded 


rience, for performing every Part of that pleafant and 
oral ios, both for Orwement and Pleafure, &c. &c. By Andrew 

Fergufon, Gardener, at Brentford. 8vo. 5s. bound. Cooke. 

Miller’s Gardener’s Dictionary, a work too expenfiye for fome 
gardeners, and too {cientific for others, even in its abridged forms, 
is the chief root from which many prattical books on gardening have 
fprouted : Mr. Fergufon’s compilement feems to be of this number ; 
though fome original remarks may have been introduced. —The 
Publither can beft acconnt for its having been advertifed as a new 
work in the year 1787; but many paffages in the book fhow that it 
mui have been written, if not firtt publifhed, near twenty years 
ago ; of which the following is an inftance : ; 

« Among a number of pine-apples raifed two years fince in the 
ifland of Antigua, there appeared one of an extraordinary fize and 
form ; covered as well as crowned by its new offspring. This was 
brought into England, preferved in a kind of pickle, and prefented 
to her Royal Highnefs the Princefs Dowager of Wales, who is 
pleafed to honour thefe ftudies with her moft gracious proteCtion and 
regard.’ 

eal a variety of circumftances, but more efpecially from the 
ftyle of the book, and the recolleétion of feveral facts, we 08 A that 
the late indefatigable Dr. Hill’s plan* has been ufurped by the 
Brentford gardener 5 if any fuch gardener can there be difcovered,. 


THEOLOGY, &e. mn, 


Art. 71. Prelefio ad A&um Publicum habitum Cantabrigia, 8vo. Id. 
Mart. MDCCLXXXVII. AuG&ore Gulielmo Cooke, in Academia 
commergnt Grecarum Literarum Profefore Regio. 4to. 13- 

adell. 

The queftion difcuffed in this academical differtation is, Whether 
the infpiration of the New Teftament extends to individual words ? 
The Orator maintains the affirmative. In fupport of this pofition, 
after fome general remarks on the writings of the Evangelifts, he 
infifts on feveral expreflions of our Saviour, which he judges to have 
comprehended a fublime meaning, far beyond their literal fignifica- 
tion; and concludes with remarking, that fcarcely any words pro- 
ceeded from the lips of the Bleffed Jefus, which were not fpiritual 
and myftical, and defigned to form within us that fpiritual and 
myftical -haracter, which is * Chrift in us the hope of glory ;’ and 
that this fpiritual meaning can only be perceived by thofe, whofe 
* underftandings he hath opened that they may underftand the 
oo doctrine, which, furely, opens a wide door to fana- 

cifm. 

Art, 72. A Letter to Samuel Fobnfon, LL. D, on the Subje& of a 
Future State. By John Taylor, LL. D. Prebendary of Weft- 
minfter, &c. 4to. 18. Cadell, 17~7. 

‘ bp: began the perufal of this letter with fome degree of curiofity 

and expectation; but muft confefs, that we have been not a litle: 


—_ 





* Dr. Hill’s plan was to multiply books under fiGitious names, -f br 
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difappointed, to meet with fo indiftinét an account of the grounds on 
which the ancients believed the doctrine of a future ftate; and fe 
incomplete a view of the natural and moral arguments, by which 
modern writers have fupported it. The language of Chriftian theo. 
logians is put into the mouths of Heathen philofophers; and abfo. 
lute certainty is given to conclufions drawn from merely probable 
premifes. 

‘ Upon the moft fteady contemplation and inveftigation of 
matter, philofophers,’ fays our Author, ‘ eftablifhed this truth, that 
as matter is incapable, by any power of its own, either of attion, 
or fenfation, that therefore the foul is independent of the body, and 
therefore immaterial, and con/eguently immortal. Here you fee, that 
natural religion alone proves, beyond a doubt, the immortality of the 
foul, confequently the abfurdity and folly of annihilation,’ 

True philofopherd feldom ftep forward in their reafonings thug 
haftily, or affert their dedutions with fo much confidence. .-9, 


Art. 73. Sermons on various Subjes, and preached on feveral Occa- 
- fions.. By the late Rev. ‘Lho. Francklin, D. D. Chaplain in 
Ordinary to his Majefty, and Rector of Braitedin Kent. Vol. Il, 
s. Boards, Cadell, 1787. . 
his volume of Difcourfes is of the fame charaéter with the tw 
which preceded it; in matter, plain and practical, without any 
particular pretenfions to originality; in ftyle, natural and eafy, in 
fome places rifing into elegance, in others finking into negligence 
and inaccuracy. Notwithitanding their defects, they will generally 
be read with: plea/ure, and, if it be not the reader’s own fault, 
with profit. Se 
Art. 74. Two Sermons on a hopeful Youth falling fhort of Heaven; 
, extracted partly from Dr. Watts’s Sermons on the fame Subjeét. 
_ i2mo, 4d. Symonds. 1787. 

There was fomewhat peculiarly decent and engaging in Dr, 
Watts’s manner. A degree of refemblance is preferved in this pub- 
lication, {aid to be partly extracted from his difcourfes, which, 
perhaps, are not very coniiderably altered: one paflage we do not 
recolleét in the original; it relutes to pride, calumny, and ill-tem- 
per, and is as follows: * Some people, with a greater regard for 
Speculative than pracical religion, have {aid wittily, and in order (as 
it fhould feem) to palliate this vice among the coarfe and lowef 
claffes of mankind, that ‘‘ Grace fometimes grows on a crab-tree*,” 
Unfortunate faying! defigned to veil an eafy befetting fin, and to 
make wickednefs tolerable. Not fo faid the afo/tle Fames ; when he 
reafoned about the /ame matter, he argued thus; Doth a fountaiu fend 
forth at the fame place fucet water and bitter? &c. The natural 
behaviour which arifes from Chriftianity, is diftinguifhed by decency 
and lovelinefs ; and it produces in men, not only the things which 


_ * We remember to have heard, long ago, of fomewhat like this 
fhrewd faying ; which was then afcribed to the late celebrated Mr. 
(commonly ftyled Jom) Bradbury, an eminent Diffenting Minifter. 
Speaking of thofe /oxr Cbriffians who make religion look ugly, * 
do; 
are 





eg was the man] pleafantly, but farcaftically faid, « Aye, we 
ometimes, fee grace grafted on a crab- {tock,” 
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d pure, but the things which are /ove/y and of 

rag ag? ae feems to fuppofe, that Dr. W atts’s origi- 
re compofed more directly for his own fociety, 

+ ancemgy ae is faid, are defigned unlimitedly for all young 
eople: Sunday-{chools are particularly mentioned, ‘ or any other 
T alatides for promoting Chriitianity.? It is very probable that 


are true, 
good report.” 


this little trat: may prove beneficial to young minds. Fi: 


we. A Charge delivered at an Ordination in London. By John 
rae, bhiveon, Miniter of the Gofpe!l. 8vo. gd. Buckland. 
This Author profeffes to publifh merely from the motive of felf- 
defence. Some parts of what he delivered * had given rife to fome 
objections, or mifreprefentation. We are entire ftrangers both to 
him, and to the objectors or obje€tions which are faid to have arifen. 
He feems to be an acute anid fenfible man. We were rather ‘fur- 
prifed by fomething like humour on fuch an occafion, when, at the 
entrance of his Charge he tells his brother, ‘ I came not from our 
diflenting Athens: I came from Nazareth.’ A aote informs us that 
he was educated at a feminary at 7revecca, under the patronage of 
Lady Huntingdon. He was alfo intended for the eftablifhed church ; 
but meeting with Towgood’s Letters, they effectually fruftrated thac 
urpofe. We cannot fay that we obferve much of a methodiftical 


caft in the performance. One part of his advice that has otcafioned . 


difguit, is, when he recommends it to us to fecure and improve fali- 
tude. ‘ This teftimony [it is faid in a note alluding to what follows] 
againft the conviviality of the age, has been confidered as highly cri- 
minal. Iam not hoftile to convivial intercourfe under due regula- 
tions, though I view it notin that light which thofe perfons do who 
think it neceffary, in order that a ftudent or minifter may become ac- 
quainted with the world. Alas! a knowledge of the world does not 
confift in creeping up into fafhion, as to drefs and addrefs, or in be- 
ing allowed to dine at the hofpitable board of a tradefman in the 
city, nor can it be obtained even by sours to Margate and Bright- 
helmitone.’ There is fome allufion in this remark with which we 
are unacquainted. But furely Mr. Clayton forgets himfelf; as we 
learn from the beginning of his preface, that he had made a sour to 
Bath, at which place he was when he was urged to engage in the fer- 
vice that occafioned this charge. However, the advice he gives, 
feems (on the whole) adapted to the office in which he appeared: we 
think it very probable, that he may too haftily or too warmly have 
attended to little animadverfions which fhould rather have been fi- 


lently paffed over, YD 4 


Art. 76. 4 Letter to the Fews: with occafional Remarks on a late 

Addrefs to them from Dr. Prieftley. ByalLayman. izmo. 6d. 
- Walter. 1787. 

R. W. whoever he is, feconds Dr. Prieftley’s benevolent attempt, 
although, as to fome principles, he diflents widely from him. ‘ Ac- 
cording to the teflimony,’ he obferves, ‘ of three Evangelifts, 
Matthew, Lake, and John, to be a real Chriftian in doétrine, 
Without admitting that Jefus Chrift is the begotten Son of God only, 





! * We fuppofe at the place in which the late Dr. Gibbons officiated. 
appears 
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appears wholly impoffible.’—But,—he afks,—Is the foundation of 
general truth at all fhaken or difturbed, becaufe fallible men differ in 
their opinion even on the moft ¢fential points, or becaufe they are 
blinded by prejudice, or influenced by perverfenefs?—This Author, 
however, applauds Dr. Prieftley’s Addrefs, ng NNN as he 
apprehends, its notorious departure, in fome inftances, from the 
Chriftian faith. He tells the Jews, it lays before them as great a 
body of evidence and weight of reafoning, to prove the go/pel a di- 
vine revelation, as could be contained in the compafs of the Letter, 
and well fuited to awaken the attention of every man acceflible to 
entreaty and alarm. His activity, he adds, in fo great a caufe, 
calls loudly for inftant imitation. This Writer appeals principally 
to the prefent ftate of difperfion, and at the fame time of diftinction, 
in which this people have been for ages, and yet continue; and in 
this connection he exhorts them, particularly the more learned of 
their community, to enquire for themfelves and fearch the Scriptures 
that they may difcover the truth. He preffes them to it with great 
earneftnefs: and concludes with requefting their examination of a 
few authors on the fubjeét, fuch as Newton on the Prophecies ; 
Butler’s Analogy ; Lardner’s Credibility ; Sherlock on a future State ; 
Prieftley’s Evidences; Lyttelton on the Converfion of St. Paul; and 
Jaft of all, which we did not much expect, comes Soame Jenyns 
on the internal Evidence of the Chriftian Religion.—Such is this 
pamphlet.—Should it be objected, that the people to wham it is 
addreffed, are too much engroffed by very different objets to yield it 
a fair attention,—ftill, however, the defign is laudable: and as our 
Letter-writer obferves, ‘ every Chriftian may righteoufly hope, and 
diligently contend, for that poffible fuccefs which has good for its 
object.’ Bo 


og 
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SINGLE SERMONS. 


I, Preached before Lord Vifcount Mount Edgecumbe, and the Am- 
phibious Lodge of Free and Accepted Mafons, on laying the 
Foyndation-ftone of St. George’s Chapel, in Eaft Stonehoufe, 
Devon. By J. Bidlake, A. B. Chaplain to the Earl Ferrers, 
ato. 1s. Law, &c. 1787. 

This is a very fenfible difcourfe, from 1 Cor. ch. iii. v. 11. For 
other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, which is Fefus Chrift. 
From thefe words, well adapted to the occafion of erecting a new 
chapel for Chriftian worfhip, the preacher, after infifting on the evi- 
dences that eftablifh the truth of the Chriftian religion, proceeds to 
infift on the amiable tendency of its precepts; ‘ which mutt ever en- 
dear it to the virtuous and benevolent, in its a€tual, undeniable, and 
vifible, effeéts on the temporal happinefs, and moral improvement, 
of mankind.’ 

But, in the title-page, this fermon is recommended to us as bein 
preached before a Lodge of Free Mafons, though there is not a wor 
concerning free-mafonry in it; and the omiffion was prudent, as it 
would have required fome ingenuity in the preacher to adapt his text 
to a denomination of men who profefs to build their principles of 
charity and benevolence on another foundation! He ton, indeed, 
once refer to them, when he adds, * But I need not longer expatiate 
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snciples /o well underftood by the refpeétable Society which I 
oe oad te ves to addrefs:’ yet it may be imputed to our igno- 
rance of the inftitution, if, on the credit of this difcourfe, we take 
it for granted, that the Amphibious Lodge might have underftood 


thofe principles as weil in the plain character of good Chriftians, with- 


out any farther pretenfions. 


. Shefobazzar and bis Mafons: delivered at Bethel Chapel, Sheer- 
- Beg the Requeft of a Matter and Lodge of the Ancient and 
Honourable Society of Free Mafons, on the 24th of June 1787, 
and publithed at their Requeit. By W. Shrubfole. 8vo. gd. 
Terry, Pater-nofter-row, London. Bi 
If the beauty of holinefs, with the obligations of moral duties, 
under a contemplation of prefent advantages and fature expectations, 
carry no pofitive conviction with them, but derive all their recom- 
mendation from catching the fancy by /militudes; then Mr. Shrub- 
fole appears to have been a very energetic and edifying preacher. He 
informs us, in a prefatory addrefs, that he ‘ is ot a member of the 
honourable Society of Mafons;’ neverthelefs, being requefted to 
preach before them on the evening of St. John’s day *, the conve- 
niency of becoming all things to all men, prevailed on him, for that 
evening, to become an occafional conformift, and put on the charac- 
ter of a brother; and, in this aflumption, he acquitted himfelf fo 
well to the fatisfaftion of his audience, that the fermon is publithed 
at their defire. Indeed he has fhewn fome dexterity in deducing a 
exhortation to Chriftian piety from a defcription of the feveral 
parts, and furniture, of the temple of Jerufalem, with their dimen- 
fions in Hebrew cubits; firft carefully premifing, that dropping all 
fractional parts, he takes the cubit at twenty-one inches of our mea- 


fure! “3? 


III. Preached at St. Mary, Ipfwich, June 25, 1786, for the Benefit 
of a Charity-fchool. By Edward Pearfon, M.A. Fellow of Sid- 
ney-Suffex College. 8vo. 1s. Rivingtons. 1786. 

The charity-{chool confifts of boys and girls, clothed and educated 
chiefly by voluntary contributions ; and the profits of this publica- 
tion, it is faid, if any arife, will be applied to the fame purpofe. 
We alfo find that the children are employed in fome kinds of work. 


tributing ; which fubject is purfued in a judicious and rational Sphey 
likely to produce the conviction, and obtain the affent of the reader. 


The text is s Tim. vi. 17, 18. Charge them that are rich, &c. He- 


IV. Occafioned by his Majefty’s late Proclamation for the Encou- 
ragement of Piety and Virtue, &c. By Edward Pearfon, M. A. 
ogee - Sidney-Suffex College, Cambridge. 8vo. 1s, Dilly, 

C 1787. 
A fenfible, praétical, and ufeful difcourfe, adapted to the defign 


and occafion. The text is Prov. xiii. 34. Righteoufne/s exalteth a 
nation, &c. De 


— 6 


The fermon principally confiders the mea/ure and the manner of dif- e 
Sipe wi 





* Poflibly no clerical brother was within hail. We underftand 
from the difcourfe, that his text, Ezra, ch. v, 16. was recom- 
mended to him, 
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88 SrincLte SERMONS. 


V. On the State of the diftrefled Curates of the Eftablifhed Church 
throughout the Kingdom of Ireland. By a diftrefled Curate of 
that Fraternity. 1zmo. 58 Pages. Drogheda printed. 1787; 
No Price. 

The text is, 1 Cor. ix. 14. ‘ Even fo hath the Lord ordained, 
that they which preach the Gofpel, fhould live by the Gofpel.’ [Ig 
does not appear that the fermon was ever preached ; it is not, indeed, 
calculated for delivery before a religious congregation, being an ad. 
drefs to Parliament, fetting forth the diftrefles of the Curates in Ire. 
land, and the neceflity for increafing their falaries *. ‘The Author 
anfwers the feveral objections that have been made againft affording 
this ufeful body of men an additional income, with ability and judg. 
ment. His arguments are chiefly drawn from the New Teftamenx. 
His language is fometimes quaint; and his reafoning, though fea- 
foned with touches of pleafantry, unexpected from the pen of a dj/- 
treffed Curate, is fach as, we hope, will contribute fomewhat toward 
inducing the Parliament of Ireland to relieve the wants of his fuf- 
fering brethren, ; 

As a fpecimen of the Author’s manner, we fhall tranfcribe the 
following paragraph: ‘ If, according to the obfervation of another 
man, ‘* A good example be, toa clergyman, 4s oil to a lamp,” the 
Author of this may fay, a refpectable competence is the wick of the 
fpiritual luminary ; it holds together the actions of a good life, thofe 
oily particles that are the very ‘* marrow of divinity,” to the beft 
advantage for fhewing forth gofpel-light. The candle, without it, 
is beneath the bufoel of opscurity ; the rays, kept down, as under 
the fhadow of an impending extinguifher. Such is the prefent pe- 
nury of diftrefled Curates to their refpective qualifications, all—all 
contraéted, depreffed, confined to a lowly focus, where it hardly al- 
lows them to glimmer, and even threatens with a period to the vital 
flame: while a few moths of the gay world idly {port around the cle- 
rical radiance, (thus faint!) in the pride of equipage, or Sunday 
exhibition thereof at the country church; where, fuppofe the good 
Paftor arriving, if ever the Lord had need of an afs, he now wants 
an ¢ HORSE for the feemly accommodation of his fervant, who, 
having waded fome miles through winter- mire, meets the condoling 
villager’s falute, that withered leaf from the branches the multitude 


Strewed in the way of bis Mafter, when he was riding into the holy city 


gn. the guadruped firft named.’ 

The diftiefled Curate is, in our opinion, a fit obje& of attention; 
and we hope the Parliament will liften to his complaints, and re- 
move the caufe of them. — mi 





* We collect, from this difcourfe, that a bill for raifing the fala- 
ries of this clafs of the inferior clergy of Ireland, has been, and per- 
haps ftill is, in agitation. | 

+ ‘ Diftance of a parith from a market-town, may account for 
mon-refidence ; fmallnefs of income, for the want.of an horfe.’ 

*,* A further account of the Memoirs of the Reyal Society of Agri- 
culture at Paris, which are briefly mentioned in our prefent Appen- 
dix, will appear in the Review.for next month, 


k> Our anfwers to Corre/pondents will be found in the Appendig,, , 
to our laft volume, publithed with this number. 
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